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GET ON YOUR MARKS FOR THE BLACK COUNTRY 





Run organisers from the Rotary Club and Meeting Place 


THE sixth annual Black Country Road Run 
takes place on Sunday but with a new twist. 

For the first time the event includes a 
Halesowen Elite 5k timed race. This race is 
specifically for those runners who are able 
to complete a 5k course in under 30 min¬ 
utes. 

More than 1,000 people are expected to 
take part in the event, which is organised by 
Halesowen and Rowley Regis Rotary Club. 

The event starts in Halesowen town cen¬ 
tre with the Elite 5K starting at 9am. The 
10k race will then begin at 9.45am, started 
by the Mayor of Dudley Councillor Dave 
Tyler, and will be followed by the family fun 
run starting at 11.30am. 

Alan Bowler, from Halesowen and Rowley 


Regis Rotary Club, said: “We would love to 
have more families out on the day. 

“People can run, they can walk. They 
could even take the dog. We just want peo¬ 
ple to have a good time.lt is an event which 
is open to all ages.” 

Closures 

Temporary road closures will be in place. 

Roads that will be closed from 6am until 
lpm include Pool Road, Great Cornbow, 
Rumbow, Birmingham Street, Birmingham 
Road and Hagley Road (the section between 
Queensway roundabout and Hagley Street 
only). 

Other roads to be closed from 9am until 
11am are Dogkennel Lane, Summer Hill 


(between Hagley Road and Queensway), 
Summer Hill (between Dogkennel Lane and 
Powell Street), Waxland Road and Broad¬ 
way Avenue. 

Alternative routes during the town cen¬ 
tre closures will include New Road, High 
Street, Queensway and Bromsgrove Street. 

Runners with a range of abilities will be 
raising funds for their own chosen charities 
and the club’s good causes. 

Last year 1,200 people took part in the 
event, which is part of the summer’s Black 
Country Festival, and raised many thou¬ 
sands of pounds for charities. 

More details can be found at www.the 
blackcountryrun.com website. 


Businesses urged to vote for new funding initiative 


TOWN'S BID TO 
BE EVEN BETTER 


TRADERS in Halesowen are voting on a proposal to 
launch a business improvement district (BID) - a move 
which organisers say could bring in £600,000 to boost 
the town centre. 

Business ratepayers in the town have until July 12 to cast their vote 
on the proposed Halesowen BID. 

The scheme would see businesses join forces to create a single company, with each mem¬ 
ber paying a levy. Members would then get to decide how the money is spent. 


The cash could be used to fund special 
events for Halesowen, to improve security 
or promote the town and make it more at¬ 
tractive to visitors. 

In a five-year proposal booklet for the 
scheme, organisers say: “Faced with fierce 
competition from the glitzy shopping cen¬ 
tres, Halesowen needs to create a fresh, 
modern and vibrant image. 

“Without a clear unified marketing 
strategy money is being wasted on busi¬ 
nesses individually marketing their offer¬ 
ing when a collective effort would return 
more dividends.” 

Among the proposals put forward are 
an investment in CCTV cameras, free car 
parking and making empty shops look 
more attractive. 

Haven 

Work could also be done with West Mid¬ 
lands Police to create a Tate night safe 
haven’ to boost the night-time leisure 
economy. 

The district’s area covers around 400 
companies, including those in the Cornbow 
Shopping Centre. 

Firms would pay under £450 a year to 
fund the move, raising £600,000 to be spent 
across the district over the next five years. 

Similar BIDs are already operational 


Report by Alex Ross 


elsewhere in the Black Country, in Wolver¬ 
hampton, West Bromwich and Bilston. 

Chairman of Halesowen Chamber of 
Trader, Wayne Edwards said: “Halesowen 
is one of the many hidden gems located 
within and near to the Black Country, of¬ 
fering space and facilities not only for trad¬ 
ing purposes but for community cohesion 
opportunities. 

“It is an important place for us all to 
work, relax and socialise. 

“But we all know it could be improved, 
however, to do so crucial investment is re¬ 
quired.” 

Mr Edwards added: “Just imagine if Hale¬ 
sowen had £600,00 to invest in making our 
town stronger, safer and more successful 
over the next five years. 

“It doesn’t have to remain a dream.” 

In urging businesses to vote for the BID, 
he said: “If we all stand united, the next five 
years will be an exciting and prosperous 
time for us all.” 

More information is available at www. 
halesowenbid.co.uk website. 


Ready for Halesowen ‘best carnival’ 



Organisers and entertainers are gearing up for the third Halesowen Carnival and Music Festival 


HALESOWEN Carnival on Saturday promises to 
be bigger and better than ever. 

Former Villa and Wolves winger Tony Daley and 
TV weatherman and ex-EastEnders actor Des Cole¬ 
man will be opening the third Halesowen Carnival 
and Music Festival. Part of the Black Country fes¬ 
tival, the event this year includes a food and drink 
festival and a dog show. 

Entry to the carnival at Highfield Park is free. 


The event, on from noon to 8pm, will also include 
a large fair, craft stalls, wrestling and much more 
spread over two fields. 

Helping provide the liquid refreshments will be 
Halesowen micro brewery The Fixed Wheel , Lye 
brewery Sadler’s and Scottish craft cider producers 
Waulkmill Cider. 

The carnival’s ‘Royal Family’ include youngsters 
recognised for their bravery and community work. 


LEISURE 

Bid for Games key 
to swimming pool 

THE Commonwealth Games could come to 
Sandwell in 2022 with a new Olympic-sized 
swimming pool built for the occasion. 

The borough could host all swimming 
and diving events as part of Birmingham’s 
bid to host the globally significant tourna¬ 
ment. 

Sandwell Council bosses have been ap¬ 
proached by chiefs in Birmingham to back 
their bid which, if successful, would result 
in a new leisure centre for the borough with 
an Olympic-sized swimming pool, fit for the 
Games. 

Council chiefs have hailed Sandwell’s 
role in the bid, declaring the Common¬ 
wealth Games would propel the borough 
‘onto the world map’. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Recycling banks are 
now being removed 

COUNCIL chiefs in Dudley are to with¬ 
draw the borough’s mini recycling cen¬ 
tres, which have been dotted around 
the borough for 15 years, partly be¬ 
cause of fly-tipping at the sites. 

The authority has confirmed the re¬ 
maining banks will be removed. 

Dudley’s environment services boss 
Councillor Karen Shakespeare said: 
“We now have a robust fortnightly 
kerbside recycling service available to 
households across the borough, mak¬ 
ing these bins surplus to requirement.” 

CRIME 

Cold caller bogus 
officials on prowl 

BOGUS council officials are on the prowl 
targeting residents in Dudley borough. 

Reports have been made that bogus 
officials are operating in the area claiming 
to be from Dudley Council’s Green Care 
Team, carrying out unnecessary work then 
demanding payment from residents. 

Councillor Peter Miller, cabinet member 
responsible for trading standards, said: “A 
number of reports have been made about 
these bogus callers, although fortunately 
we are not aware that anyone has handed 
over any money to them. All Dudley Coun¬ 
cil staff carry identification but none will ask 
for payment.” 


INSIDE 


ROADSHOWS 
£1m DISCOVERY 



JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient 
and price 
competitive 



Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 
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Public honour heroes past and present 



Lance Corporal Gareth Morris 


HUNDREDS gathered at Himley Park 
to enjoy a host of attractions and show 
their respect to the Armed Forces. 

There was live music, military vehi¬ 
cles, meet and greets and exhibitions at 
the famous venue to celebrate Armed 
Forces Day, with the community com¬ 
ing out in droves to honour servicemen 
and women. 

The event was held on Sunday after¬ 
noon and gave members of the public a 
chance to learn more about the Armed 
Forces, watch veterans awarded badges 
as well as enjoy the entertainment. 


Mayor of Dudley Councillor Dave 
Tyler spoke of his delight at the turn¬ 
out for the event, which he called ‘the 
highlight of any mayor’s year’. 

“This was an event I was looking for¬ 
ward to when I became mayor and it has 
really lived up to my expectations,” he 
said. 

“I think it is the highlight of any may¬ 
or’s year because it really does bring 
people together for all of the right rea¬ 
sons. We owe a lot to the Armed Forces 
and this gives us a chance to thank 
them for all they do.” 


Live music on the day came from the 
Land Girls and the RAF Cosford Vol¬ 
untary Band, while fun fair rides and 
a vintage tea room kept the young and 
older generations entertained. 

Jack Keiras, 67, of Sedgley, who 
served in the Catering Corps for 12 
years from 1976, said: “We need the 
Armed Forces more than ever and I 
think people are aware of that. That is 
what has made this year’s event so spe¬ 
cial and you can really see that people 
are taking a keen interest in thanking 
the Armed Forces personnel.” 


Hospitals 'among 
worst for stillbirths' 


THREE Black Country hospital 
trusts have been named among 
the worst in the country for still¬ 
births and babies dying within 28 
days of being born. 

A report claims that death rates 
among babies born at maternity 
units in Wolverhampton, Dudley and 
Sandwell are at least 10 per cent high¬ 
er than the national average. 

But health chiefs have hit back, saying 
they work in a highly deprived area where 
people generally lead unhealthier lifestyles. 

Wolverhampton also argues its specialist 
status means it takes on riskier cases. 

The three trusts are among 21 out of 
165 across the UK which have been traf¬ 
fic-lighted as ‘red’, and ordered to take ac¬ 
tion to improve. 

Overall, stillbirths fell by eight per cent 
between 2013 to 2015 from 4.20 to 3.87 per 
1,000 births. But the authors of the report 
said that the rates still remain high com¬ 
pared with similar European countries and 
that there was ‘significant variation’ across 
Britain. Wolverhampton reported a fall in 
stillbirths but a rise in deaths of babies 
aged 24 to 27 weeks. 

The problem has been highlighted in the 
new ‘Mothers and Babies: Reducing Risk 
through Audits and Confidential Enquires 
across the UK’ report, based on births from 
January to December 2015 

Review 

Dr Brad Manktelow, of the University of 
Leicester, who led the review, said: “Those 
trusts and health boards identified with 
high rates of stillbirth or neonatal death 
rates should review the quality of the care 
they provide.” 

Experts grouped broadly similar organ¬ 
isations by their type and size to compare 
mortality rates. 

Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS 
Trust, which serves Kidderminster, was 
also in the ‘red’ category. 

Diane Wake, chief executive for The 
Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
said: “Any stillbirth or neonatal death is 
a tragedy for the families involved and, 
whenever one occurs within the trust, a 
team of senior midwives, obstetricians and 
other clinicians carries out a full review 
into the circumstances.” 


Green wonderland to open up 



Retired transport boss Peter Bridgens is opening his garden in Halesowen as part of the Open Gardens weekend 


RETIRED transport boss Peter 
Bridgens is opening his lush oasis 
of a garden to the public to raise 
money for charity as part of the 
Open Gardens weekend. 

From 2.30pm to 5.30pm, visitors 
to his home at 13 Lansdown Road, 
Hurst Green, Halesowen, will be 
able to view his garden at its best 
This year magnolias and lirio- 
dendrons are present for the first 
time in seven years in the garden 
thanks to the climate. 

Mr Bridgens, 66, who worked at 


Birmingham City Council, gardens 
alongside his partner Michael King, 
52. 

He said: “I love working in the 
garden. It makes me happy and 
provides me with focus, while also 
creating a beautiful area next to 
the house to relax and explore.” 

His gardening hobby started 
early, at the age of three, after 
being given a plot of land to work 
on by his parents. Gardening is in 
the blood, his grandfather was head 
gardener at Alton Towers. 


Mr Bridgens said: “One day, as a 
child, I woke my parents up at 4am 
having started work in our garden. 

“It is something which stuck 
with me ever since.” 

Mr Bridgens has taken part in 
the Open Gardens scheme for more 
than 20 years, including seven 
years at his home in Halesowen. 

The scheme sees people visit 
home gardens not usually open to 
the public, while also providing a 
donation to help various charities. 


Car cruising 
father spared 
jail because 
of his children 

A 32-year-old man who was caught 
breaching a ban on car cruising in the 
Black Country has been spared jail by a 
judge because of the potential effect on 
his children. 

Filipe Miguel Guerreiro Vaz was 
spotted by police among a gathering of 
40 cars in Hallens Drive, Wednesbury, 
on April 30. His car had been modified, 
lowered with non-standard alloy wheels, 
while the back seats and boot had been 
stripped and a roll cage installed. 

When approached by officers, he drove 
off at more than 70mph, but was caught 
when police used a stinger device to 
burst his tyres. 

He admitted breach of the injunc¬ 
tion which bans car cruising anywhere 
within the Black Country boroughs. 

At the High Court in Birmingham, 
Judge Martin McKenna said that car 
cruising is an activity that was obvi¬ 
ously dangerous, putting members of 
the public at risk. He added: “This sort 
of activity must be prevented and those 
who participate must understand that 
the court will take a very serious view of 
such behaviour.” 

The judge also said he had to take ac¬ 
count that Vas was father to two young 
children and effectively step-father to 
two more. 

If Vaz, of Polden Close, Halesowen, 
was sent down immediately, there 
was a possibility he might lose his job, 
with significant effects on his family, 
the judge continued. He imposed a six- 
month term, suspended until February 
next year, but warned Vaz he is likely 
to serve a very significant period in jail 
if he breaches the injunction again. Vaz 
also has to pay £500 towards Sandwell 
Council’s costs. 

Murder of girl in 
wardrobe denied 

AN unemployed man has denied the 
murder of a 17-year-old girl whose body 
was found in a cling film-wrapped ward¬ 
robe at a Brierley Hill fiat. 

Ashley Foster, of Highgate Road, 
pleaded not guilty to murdering Megan 
Bills between April 13 and 20 when he 
appeared at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court last week. 

The 24-year-old has admitted prevent¬ 
ing the lawful and decent burial of Miss 
Bills between April 15 and May 5. 

Her body was discovered at the fiat in 
Highgate Road, Brierley Hill. 

Foster was remanded in custody and 
is expected to stand trial on January 8. 

Cricket club hosts 
beer and cider fest' 

A CRICKET club will hold a beer festi¬ 
val next month. The inaugural Halesow¬ 
en Cricket Club Beer Festival will take 
place between July 14 and 16, offering 
more than 20 real ales and 10 ciders 
from independent and local breweries, 
plus several gins and live music. 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 
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Providing a professional, personal & 
discreet service. Patient satisfaction 
is our highest priority 


CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION rvgv 

HOMEVISITS 
AVAILABLE 


dGec>Mi^/?Q 1384 468 648 

CDTRCSENGRDT. w W “TWW W - w 

3a BLACKBERRY LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 4NX 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


tf Telephone 0121 559 9985 | B faceted 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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Three new 
Argos stores 
are being 
opened soon 

THREE new Argos shops will be 
coming to the region over the coming 
months. 

Branches of the popular retail com¬ 
pany will be arriving in Sainsbury’s, 
Amblecote on July 26, Blackheath on 
August 2 and Kidderminster on Au¬ 
gust 9. 

The new Argos shops will offer 
thousands of popular products for im¬ 
mediate pick up, with 20,000 products 
also available to be ordered to collect 
in-store within opening hours and 
20,000 extra products available for 
home delivery. 

There will also be eBay collection 
points so buyers can collect their eBay 
purchases. 

Strategy 

The move comes after Sainsbury’s 
acquired Home Retail Group, which 
owns Argos and is part of its strategy 
to help its customers shop whenever 
and wherever they want. 

The combination of Sainsbury’s 
and Argos aims to give customers 
more choice across different product 
ranges. 

Leigh Baxter, West Midlands re¬ 
gional manager for Argos, said: “We 
are really proud to be introducing 
shoppers to our new-look stores 
within Sainsbury’s and give them ac¬ 
cess to the things they want quickly 
and easily. 

“Shoppers increasingly browse and 
buy online via PCs, tablets and other 
mobile devices, while still wanting the 
immediacy of a local store to pick up 
their purchases.” 


£500 charity cash 
taken from gym 

HUNDREDS of pounds of charity do¬ 
nations have been stolen from a gym. 

Around £500 is thought to have 
been taken from Gymophobics on 
High Street, Halesowen, a ladies-only 
gym. 

The cash had been donated by 
members for cancer charity Macmil¬ 
lan and Edward’s Trust, which sup¬ 
port bereaved parents and was kept 
in money bags and envelopes a locker. 
Some cash also belonged to the gym. 

Someone is believed to have 
sneaked in to the gym on Wednes¬ 
day (June 21), between 11.45am and 
12.15pm. 

Manager Andrea Withers said a key 
had been taken from the gym to gain 
access to the locker. The theft has 
been reported to the police. 

High school holds 
its summer fair 

WINDSOR High School and Sixth 
Form’s Summer Fair is tomorrow 
(Friday) from 4.30pm to 7pm. It will 
feature a barbecue, tombola, raffle 
and sports. Admission is £1 adults, 
50p children and free for under-5s. 


Shopkeeper 'target' of machete attack 



Police at the scene Image: @SnapperSK 


A SHOPKEEPER was attacked by a 
gang wielding baseball bats and a ma¬ 
chete in broad daylight in Lye High 
Street. 

The man, named locally as Moham¬ 
med Taz, aged 36, suffered head in¬ 
juries in the attack at around 9.30am 
on Friday. 

Shocked workers from neighbour¬ 
ing businesses described seeing five 
men wearing balaclavas and armed 
with weapons pile out of a car and 
head into The Fruit Shop Mr Taz has 
run for more than 20 years. He ran to 
the Nisa shop across the road before 


the police were called as the attackers 
fled in a black car. Police said it was 
thought to be be a ‘targeted attack’. 

Sheila Wade, who runs a hairdress¬ 
ers nearby, said: “The car pulled up 
directly outside, a black people carrier 
with no registration plates. Five men 
got out, dressed in black and wearing 
balaclavas. They had four baseball 
bats with red tape on and a machete. 
They meant business.” 

Mr Taz’s sister, who did not give 
her name, said: “He said five of them 
came with a sword. He legged it into 
the Nisa shop.” 


Police spokesman Brigg Ford said: 
“Police were alerted at 9.30am to a 
shop in Lye High Street during which 
a man was attacked with a machete. 

“It’s understood this was a targeted 
attack as the result of an on-going dis¬ 
pute and not a random attack - there 
is not deemed to be any risk to the 
public. 

“A 36-year-old man has been taken 
to hospital with head injuries, his con¬ 
dition is not believed to be life threat¬ 
ening.” 

A man was arrested but later re¬ 
leased without charge. 


80,000 extra homes 
will have to be built 


NEARLY 80,000 homes need to be 
built across the Black Country by 
2036, according to a new report. 

A consultation document for the Black 
Country Core Strategy has said sites 
have already been earmarked for around 
60,000 homes, but bosses have said that 
there is a shortfall of 22,000. 

As part of a new review there will be a ‘call 
for sites’ where people can put forward areas of 
land they feel may be suitable for development 
- and this could include green belt, according to 
Dudley Council leader Patrick Harley. 

He has encouraged people to put forward any 
suggestions on where in the region the homes 
could be built. 

He said: “This document will shape the 
Black Country for a generation and it’s abso¬ 
lutely critical that people have their say on it. 

“Making the most of brownfield land is a 
high priority for us and one of Dudley Coun¬ 
cil’s main objectives in our work with the West 
Midlands Combined Authority. 

“However, clearly at some point in the com¬ 
ing decades we are going to run out of these 
kind of sites as our population and our econ¬ 
omy continues to grow. 

Tough 

“One issue that will come under discussion 
is building on green belt land. This is always 
something as a council we would see as very 
much a last resort. 

“But something has to give, and there is no 
point burying our heads in the sand. We are 
clearly going to have to make some tough deci¬ 
sions on where these 22,000 new homes should 
go. 

“That’s why we are launching a consulta¬ 
tion, along with the other three Black Coun¬ 
try authorities, next month to enable people to 
have their say. 

“It’s important people tell us what they 
think and we would urge people to get in 
touch,” Councillor Harley added. 

People in Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and Wol¬ 
verhampton have been urged to say where they 
think the homes should, or could, go. 

A public consultation starts on Monday, July 
3, and will run until September 10. 

The Black Country Core Strategy outlines 
how many homes need to be built and how to 
plan for the number of extra jobs needed in a 
growing population. It also looks at where new 
homes and businesses should be located. 



At the launch of the DY5 Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone are Tom Westley, Black 
Country Local Enterprise Lead for the Enterprise Zone; Alan Lunt Strategic Director for Place, Dudley 
Council; Mayor of Dudley, Councillor David Tyler; Councillor Patrick Harley leader of Dudley Council; 
and Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet member for regeneration 


A MULTI-MILLION pound plan 
aimed at bringing thousands of 
jobs and more than 300 business¬ 
es to Dudley has been launched. 

The DY5 Business and Innova¬ 
tion Enterprise Zone covers 170 
acres of land at Blackbrook Valley 
Industrial Estate and Pensnett, as 
well as office space on the Water¬ 
front. 

The development includes plans 
for improved transport links and 
is expected to see £589 million 


ploughed into the region’s econ¬ 
omy each year. It is hoped it will 
create 7,000 jobs over 25 years. 

Business leaders and council 
bosses were at the Copthorne 
Hotel in Brierley Hill on Thursday 
to see it launched, where a key¬ 
note speech was made by West 
Midlands Mayor Andy Street. 

Councillor Patrick Harley, 
leader of Dudley Council, said: 
“These are very impressive plans 
that will put Dudley on the map. 


“We want to send a message to 
businesses that we are open for 
business, that we have exciting 
opportunities for them and they 
are welcome here.” 

The Government-supported in¬ 
itiative attracts firms by offering 
a business rate discount of up to 
£55,000 per year over five years. 
Other benefits include the Metro 
line to be extended to Brierley Hill 
by 2023. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Extra dates for 
top comedians 

COMEDIANS Jason Manford and 
Paul Chowdhry will be performing ex¬ 
tra dates in Dudley. 

The pair’s shows at Dudley Town 
Hall are selling so well an extra date 
has been added for each in 2018. 

Chowdhry, performing his show 
Live Innit in Dudley on October 12, 
will now have a second date on Febru¬ 
ary 23 next year. Manford, at the town 
hall with his latest show Muddle Class 
on April 27 next year, will return for 
a second date on October 3. For more 
information, or to book, visit borough 
halls.co.uk or call 01384 812812. 

Summer festival 
in aid of hospice 

A HOSPICE is holding a summer 
fundraising festival in the grounds of 
Himley Hall on Saturday. 

Mary Stevens Hospice Summer Fest 
will take place from 10am to 5pm. 

The event will offer live music, food 
and classic cars on show. 

A family tickets for two adults and 
two children, costs £20. Tickets for 
people aged over 16 cost £8, under-16s 
£4, and under-twos go free. 

All funds raised will go to Mary Ste¬ 
vens Hospice, which supports patients 
across the Black Country as well as 
their families. 

Church serenade 
from choral group 

A SINGING group will host a sum¬ 
mer serenade at a church in the Black 
County next weekend. 

Halesowen Choral Society will sing 
at Hasbury Methodist Church on Al¬ 
bert Road on Saturday, July 8. 

The concert starts at 7.30pm and 
tickets cost £6. 

Call 0121 550 7206 for more infor¬ 
mation about the concert or visit the 
society’s website www.halesowencho- 
ralsociety.org 

Mayor's pledge to visit 
100 firms over a year 

THE Mayor of Dudley has pledged to 
visit 100 local businesses during his 
year of office. Councillor Dave Tyler 
made the pledge to promote the sup¬ 
port available from the council. 

Councillor Tyler said: “We have so 
many vibrant, ambitious businesses in 
the borough and I am keen to show my 
support for their energies and innova¬ 
tion. Any business which would like to 
be included in my 100 business pledge, 
can get in touch through my website.” 
See mayorofdudley.org.uk 

Wizard Fizzogs' show 

FIZZOG productions is to stage a sea¬ 
sonal pantomime-style show that is a 
parody of the musical Wicked and the 
Wizard of Oz. Wicked Wizard of Fiz- 
zog is at Netherton Arts Centre from 
December 14 to 16. It will also tour. 
Suitable for 14-years-old and over, 
tickets £15 from www.thefizzogs.com 


JFB GATES & RAILINGS 



WE HAVE MOVED!!! lots of offers on 


www.jfb-ironworks.co.uk 

Unit 20 Waterside Ind. Est. Mariot Road, 
Netherton DY2 9RG 07793 753320 
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Energy Rated ‘A’ Windows 
• Internally glazed high 
Security Windows & Doors 

• FENSA Registered 

Company 
• Fair Trades Registered 
• Friendly Assured Advice 
- Call now 
For a Free Quotation 

• lO year Insurance 
backed guarantee 


Tel/Fax 0121 585 1237 • Mobile 07710 042484 
Web - windowoptions-halesowen.co.uk 
Email woptions@btconnect.com | Find us on Facebook 
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4 Antique find is 
similar to royal 
collection piece 



L 


Wild Roses is made from rock crystal, 
gold, enamel, nephrite and diamonds 

A PRECIOUS ornament valued at £1 mil¬ 
lion in the Black County Living Museum is 
similar to a piece in the Queen’s collection. 

The Faberge flower, which was valued 
when the Antiques Roadshow filmed at the 
museum last week, resembles a piece in the 
extensive Royal Collection. 

‘Wild Roses’ is made of rock crystal, gold, 
enamel, nephrite and brilliant diamonds 
and dates from around 1900. It has been in 
the collection since 1953 and was ‘probably 
acquired’ by King Edward VII’s wife Queen 
Alexandra. 

A similar realistically modelled study ex¬ 
ists in the India Early Minshall Collection, 
at the Cleveland Museum of Art in Ohio. 

The floral ornament valued at the Black 
Country Living Museum was valued at 
around £1 million by expert Geoffrey Munn 
(see right) - making it one of the most ex¬ 
pensive items in the show’s 40-year span. 

However, BBC bosses refused to reveal 
any details about the flower or a close up 
of the item. 



Antiques Roadshow presenter Fiona Bruce outside the workers’ institute Sanna Ceesay brought a vase to be valued Expert Geoffrey Munn with the £1 m brooch - no close up until air time 



Queuing up to have prized items valued by the experts Expert Paul Attenbury examines a picture Ms Bruce is in the middle of a huge crowd at the museum 


£1 m brooch stuns expert 


A PIECE of jewellery worth around 
£1 million was discovered when the 
Antiques Roadshow filmed at the 
Black Country Living Museum, in 
Dudley. 

The programme made in the Black 
Country last Wednesday episode will 
prove one for the history books - as 
a Faberge brooch became one of the 
most expensive items ever valued on 
the show, which is approaching its 
40th anniversary. 

The item was looked at by experts 


at the museum during a takeover 
of the attraction by the Roadshow 
which saw around 5,000 people at¬ 
tend. 

Presenter Fiona Bruce said: “I’m 
excited that we’ve had such a good 
find.” 

Builder Dan Bansal, aged 50, from 
Hagley, was watching when the 
quality of the brooch stunned expert 
Geoffrey Munn. 

Mr Bansal said: “The expert said 
it’s probably the second time he’s 


ever done that type of valuation. I 
think he was reluctant to say £1 mil¬ 
lion and nervous to say it was worth 
that much.” 

Expensive 

With its valuation, the brooch 
becomes one of the most expensive 
items in the show’s history. Previous 
items given seven-figure valuations 
include a model of Antony Gormley’s 
Angel of the North and the FA Cup 
presented between 1911 and 1992. 


A BBC spokesman said the 
Faberge piece was ‘a really important 
find’, but the history and exact value 
of the item has not yet been revealed 
by show bosses. 

Executive producer Simon Shaw 
said: “We’ve had one of the most sig¬ 
nificant jewellery finds in 40 years of 
Antiques Roadshow history but we 
don’t want to spoil the surprise.” 

The episode from the museum is 
due to air on the BBC later this year, 
in a series which starts in September. 


Ms Bruce said: “The museum is 
absolutely beautiful - it’s a great 
place. It’s the kind of place that 
brings history alive.” 

Thousands of people braved 
scorching temperatures to attend 
the event, with doors opening at 
9.30am. The first person to arrive 
was 39-year-old Birmingham nurse 
Sanna Ceesay, aged 39, who turned 
up at 4.15am to make sure she got in 
prime position to get the best view of 
the experts. 

































































Natalie search cold again 
after graves examination 


THE search for missing Natalie Putt has gone cold again - 
two weeks after police examined human remains. 

Natalie was last seen heading to local shops from her home in Upper 
Gornal 14 years ago, leaving behind her 11-week-old son. 

Despite police and Crimewatch appeals, Natalie, who was aged 17 when she 
went missing, has never been found. At the beginning of this month, however, 
- police received ‘credible’ new informa- 


Business rate 
cap at £600 
to help firms 

A COUNCIL has launched a scheme 
to help pubs and small companies 
save money on their business rates. 

The Dudley Council scheme is esti¬ 
mated to benefit more than 200 pubs, 
45 small businesses and 230 other 
businesses if approved by council 
bosses next week. 

Government has given the council 
£604,000 to help the 230 other busi¬ 
nesses and will also foot the bill for 
pubs and small businesses. 

Under the plans - yet to be finalised 
- the yearly business rates increase 
for small businesses will be capped at 
£600. 

Finance boss Councillor Steve 
Clark said: “This will be a huge boost 
to small businesses and pubs across 
the borough. 

“We have made it very clear that 
we’ll do all we can to support these 
types of businesses to help them grow 
and have a positive impact on the 
economy.” 


tion which led them to Ruiton Cem¬ 
etery, near Natalie’s home. It came 
after Natalie’s picture was shown on 
TV during the Missing People Choir’s 
performance on Britain’s Got Talent. 

But an examination of human re¬ 
mains from four graves had brought 
no more answers to Natalie’s disap¬ 
pearance. 

Responsible 

There was another twist when of¬ 
ficers received a call from a phone box 
providing a name of a person who was 
described as being ‘responsible’ for 
Natalie’s apparent death. 

Officers have since appealed for that 
person to call them again. This week 
West Midlands Police said they had no 
update on the search for Natalie. 

Her father David Putt said: “It is 
good in one way because they have 
not found a body, but bad in another 
because we are desperate for closure.” 

He added: “I would hope the call 
to police from the phone box is not a 
prank. I hope that person calls again 
so we can finally get some answers.” 

Natalie would now be aged 31. Her 
home was in Thornleigh, yards from 
Ruiton Cemetery. 

Natalie’s sister Rebecca Coggins, 
who lives in Nottingham, said: “It 
makes me sick to think someone who 
knows something has not yet shared 
everything they know. That person 
must come forward.” 



More than 350 people attended a jobs 

MORE than 350 people attended a 
jobs fair at Dudley Army Reserve Cen¬ 
tre as the Army Reserves joined forces 
with the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) to offer job and train¬ 
ing opportunities. 

For the fourth year in a row the 
Army Reserve Centre at Alamein 
House, home of the Royal Yeomanry’s 
B Squadron, opened its doors to unem¬ 
ployed people and those considering a 
change of career. 

Soldiers were on hand to talk to 
people about the many paid volun- 


air at Dudley Army Reserve Centre and 

teer opportunities available as well 
as displaying some of the state of the 
art equipment used on exercises, in¬ 
cluding a RWMIK (Revised Weapons 
Mounted Installation Kit), a lightly 
armoured, highly-mobile fire support 
and force protection Land Rover. 

As well as the Army, Debenhams 
and National Express were among 40 
employers manning stands in a hall 
where the ceiling was covered in web¬ 
bing as used by the Army on exercises. 

A DWP spokesperson said: “The 
Army has been so helpful running the 


at the Army Reserve Centre in Oldbury 

event with, as would be expected, mil¬ 
itary precision. This jobs fair just gets 
bigger and better every year.” 

The event took place on June 22. 

It was a similar story in Oldbury, 
just days before, when DWP teamed 
up with 225 Field Squadron, Royal 
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Mi¬ 
litia) at the Army Reserve Centre. 

Soldiers from the squadron demon¬ 
strated some of their skills and equip¬ 
ment used for military engineering 
construction tasks that are also used 
in civilian workplaces. 


zoella joins 
internet stars 
at Helloworld 



Fashion and beauty vlogger Zoella 

INTERNET STAR Zoella will join a 
host of fellow social media stars for a 
new live show in Birmingham which 
has been called the “Woodstock for 
the iPhone generation”. 

Online stars PointlessBlog, Joe 
Sugg, Caspar Lee, Rose and Rosie, 
Jim Chapman, Louise Pentland, KSI, 
Marcus Butler, and more are also 
among those taking part in HelloW- 
orld, an immersive four-and-a-half- 
hour show. 

Guests will be able to enter Hel- 
loWorld and take a stroll down Main 
Street while bands are performing, 
shops are open and an aerobics class 
is in full swing. Meanwhile, games, 
bake-offs, parades, a fashion show, 
live comedy, signings and talks will be 
taking place. 

Creators say HelloWorld’s guests 
can interact with their social media 
heroes on a giant video arcade ma¬ 
chine. The action will also be watched 
by viewers online. The HelloWorld DJ 
will provide the soundtrack as guests 
cheer along to games and live inter¬ 
views with the stars. The night closes 
with a giant house party. 

HelloWorld will be at the Genting 
Arena on October 28 and 29, with 
tickets on sale today (Thursday) at 
9am from www.theticketfactory.com 
or by calling 0844 3388222. 



ULTIMATE 
SECURITY 
GUARANTEE 


We take security very seriously 
Guaranteed high security on ALL 
products. Full details on request. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring... FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Gua 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
warm Roof comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


^ .WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORI 
ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & 
_ SOFFIT BOARDS _ 

"" Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 
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Bangin’ as 
grime now 
leading 
the way 

WITH all the talk about austerity and eco¬ 
nomic gloom, you might be interested to 
hear that there is one sector of the UK 
economy which appears to be doing very 
nicely, thank you very much. A nice little 
earner, with the potential to crack export 
markets right around the world. 

According to the Official Charts Com¬ 
pany, grime artists have seen their sales 
double over the past year, with the likes 
of Stormzy and Skepta leading the way. 
So it wasn’t just me who was buying this 
stuff, then? 

NOW you might think that that grime art¬ 
ists are painters with poor personal hy¬ 
giene, but apparently not. According to 
worldwide web, grime is a type of music 
typified by rapid, syncopated breakbeats, 
generally 130 or 140 beats per minute, 
and which originated in East London. 
Which sounds a bit like Chas and Dave 
with drums. Bangin’ man. 

□ □□ 

A MOTORIST claims to have had a 
chat with some aliens after their space¬ 
ship tailed her car in a remote, rural part 
of the United States. 

She says the flaming spacecraft fol¬ 
lowed her car before stopping in front of 
her and asked her for directions to the 
e-cigarette stall on Willenhall Market. Ac¬ 
tually I might have embellished the last 
bit, but you get the general drift. The lady 
claims to have told them: “I know that 
you can hear me because you all are a 
lot more intelligent and advanced than 
we are.” 

Which is probably true. But then again, 
the same could be said of people from 
the Black Country. But anyway, all this 
happened 40 years ago, and for some 
reason she has only just got round to tell¬ 
ing the authorities. 

Maybe it is because attitudes have 
changed, and she wasn’t sure what kind 
of response she would have got had she 
gone to the police at the time. Although 
the words: “Would you mind blowing into 
this bag, madam”, springs to mind. 

□ □□ 

MAYBE in the scheme of things, Tim 
Farron quitting as leader of the Liberal 
Democrats will probably not be causing 
you too many sleepless nights. No doubt, 
there are many people around who never 
knew who he was in the first place. 

Nevertheless, we should all be very 
concerned when a party leader feels 
obliged to quit his post because his 
Christian faith is considered out of step 
with today’s climate of political correct¬ 
ness. 

It’s the same with some of the com¬ 
ments about Democratic Unionists in 
Northern Ireland, who have been brand¬ 
ed the “Dinosaur Party” because of their 
adherence to Christian values. 

Isn’t it incredible how the people who 
make the most noise about tolerance and 
diversity can never extend their liberal 
credentials towards Christianity? 


As Sir Billy celebrates, Davis waits and Tim goes 




Does David Davis measure up? Well, there are Arise Sir Billy - knighthood for the ex-pat comic, Farewell Farron - the unjust victim of 
striking similarities to a particular columnist... while the last surviving Dambuster gets an MBE bigots who claim to cherish diversity? 

Big Yin’s win puts a 
smile on some faces 


REMEMBER that nice young man who sold you 
the double glazing and told you the super-ef¬ 
ficient door would keep the coldest weather 
at bay? Do you recall him mentioning that in a 
heatwave the same door would warp, buckle 
and jam? No, me neither. 

AFTER Michael Mosley’s healthy-eating pro¬ 
gramme Trust Me - I’m a Doctor (BBC2) and a 
flurry of follow-up features in the glossy mags, 
a reader complains: “You can’t get a white cab¬ 
bage for love nor money.” In all my years in 
journalism this is the first time I’ve witnessed a 
sauerkraut frenzy. 

RESPECT to the Muslim men who fought 
back when a van crashed into a crowd near 
Finsbury Park Mosque. They had no idea 
whether their attacker was armed or wheth¬ 
er the vehicle was a bomb. They just grabbed 
him, thumped him, detained him until the cops 
arrived and heeded their imam’s pleas not to 
injure him. As I pointed out some days ago, ter¬ 
rorists are not superhuman. Facing a cohesive 
and determined group, they can be defeated. 
The official police advice to run, hide and report 
is sometimes no substitute for grab, wallop and 
pin down. Well done, all. 

DAVID Davis, widely tipped this week as a 
possible successor to Theresa May, appears 
to have stolen my CV. Davis is a slightly over¬ 
weight, sixtysomething, Yorkshire-born, gram¬ 
mar-school educated husband, Eurosceptic 
and former Territorial Army officer. What’s not 
to like? 

SOME voices stay with you all your life. My 
generation will never forget Oliver Postgate nar¬ 
rating the saga of Noggin the Nog, or Shirley 
Abicair singing about the Little Boy Fishing. For 
a later generation, the voice of the Play School 
and Play Away presenter Brian Cant will endure. 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



Cant’s death was announced this week. He was 
83 and I bet, even now, you can hear his soft, 
beautifully modulated voice as he introduced 
Trumpton’s firemen: “Pugh, Pugh, Barney 
McGrew, Cuthbert, Dibble, Grub.” 

SHIRLEY Abicair? Still alive and well and liv¬ 
ing in Melbourne, aged 86. 

WHEN he urged the homeless of Grenfell 
Tower to occupy empty properties in Kensing¬ 
ton, Jeremy Corbyn must have known he was 
encouraging them to break the law. If the be¬ 
wildered, shellshocked survivors of the inferno 
actually followed his advice they could end up 
in the sort of accommodation that has bars on 
the windows. 

AS the first proper survey reveals the impact 
of the youth vote on the General Election, the 
message for any future Conservative govern¬ 
ment is plain: 1) Under no circumstances hold 
an election during university term time. 2) If 1) 
is impossible then immediately raise the voting 
age to 60. 

AND off to the dentist to re-arrange an ap¬ 
pointment. In Reception, a huge muscular bloke 
with a big beard was being quietly assured by 
the receptionist that all their dentists are very 
understanding about nervous patients. “They 
don’t come any more nervous than me,” I of¬ 
fered cheerfully, hoping to reassure him. But 
he would not even make eye-contact. It is a re¬ 
minder that for some people, dread of the den¬ 
tist is not merely a fear but a full-blown phobia. 


Given the link between tooth decay and heart 
disease, it can be a lethal phobia. I cannot re¬ 
member a time when painless dentistry and 
drill-free fillings were not promised to be just 
around the corner. Still waiting. . . . 

SO 95-year old George “Johnny” Johnson, 
the last surviving Dambuster, gets a measly 
MBE in the Honours list while ‘Big Yin’ Billy 
Connolly, a comedian who doesn’t even live 
in this country, gets a knighthood. Makes you 
proud to be British, doesn’t it? 

AND why did poor old Olivia de Havilland 
have to wait until she was 100 - seven decades 
after her greatest films - to become a dame? 
The only people who should be forced to wait 
that long for honours are sporting “heroes” with 
dodgy urine samples. 

TIM Farron stands down as Lib-Dem leader 
because his Christian views have become easy 
meat for his political enemies. The people I de¬ 
spise most in politics are those who claim to 
cherish diversity in all things when the truth is 
that they cannot tolerate diversity of opinion. If 
you don’t share their mind-set you’re worthless. 
They are the worst sort of bigots. 

GOT home to find my chronically unreliable 
BT broadband not working. The bloke on the 
BT helpline wanted to know which malfunc¬ 
tion lights were flashing. Tricky. Like millions of 
males, I am colour-blind. The lights on a BT hub 
are red, green and orange. But the red is a sort 
of orangey red, the orange is reddishly orange 
and the green is somewhere between red and 
orange and strikes me as a bit yellowish. The 
lad at BT gave me the usual guff about putting 
the customer first but rather spoiled it by adding 
that if the fault’s on my side of the hub it’ll cost 
me £100. 


Seeing red 
as gingers 
join range 
of emojis 

ONCE upon a time there was just Rita 
Fairclough. Jenny Matthews came, went 
and returned, while Les Battersby also 
rocked up on the cobbles. 

He brought with him Cilia Brown and 
soon followed Chesney and Fizz. 

Now we have Gary Windass and Craig 
Tinker, which does seem a high concen¬ 
tration in a street with around 13 houses. 

Maybe should rename the soap op¬ 
era Gingernation Street in tribute to the 
number of redheads currently residing in 
Weatherfield. 

But, don’t think this is a dig at the car- 
rot-topped population. Far from it. It’s ac¬ 
tually a celebration of them, particularly 
as smart phone makers have finally come 
into the 21st century and recognised their 
existence. 

Some of the biggest names in music 
over the decades are a certain shade of 
red, Cilia Black, Geri Halliwell, Ed Sheer- 
an. Sporting superstar Steve Davis and 
even the fifth in line to the throne join 
them in a list of ginger greats. And let’s 
not forget Emma Stone is an Oscar-win¬ 
ning actress. 

They may make up less than two per 
cent of the world’s population, but, like 
all minorities, it’s still important they are 
represented in society. To that end, smart 
phone makers have finally decided to in¬ 
troduce ginger emojis. 

Actually in Wales, Ireland and Scot¬ 
land, a tenth of people sport red hair, and 
it was in the latter where an online peti¬ 
tion was spearheaded, gathering 20,000 
signatures. 

The campaign document read: “Red¬ 
heads. In all their glorious gingerness, 
they’ve been missed out. Again. If you 
say you’re going to diversify why not add 
a few red-haired emoji in the mix.” 

It acknowledged that while natural 
redheads may be rare, with such a small 
percentage of the word’s inhabitants, that 
was still 138 million iphones waiting to 
happen. The persistent campaigning on 
social media has now reaped its rewards. 
For, while emojis have evolved in recent 
years, there was still no redhead option, 
until now. Jeremy Burge, founder of emoji 
website Emojipedia - yes there is such a 
thing - has come to realise there is a gap 
in the market. He said: “The lack of a red¬ 
head emoji has been the most frequent 
complaint from users.” 

And, while they may be out painting the 
town red at the news, the bald truth is just 
as good for the follically-challenged too. 

Mr Burge admitted that bald, curly and 
the white-haired could join them, too and 
these could all be rolled out by 2018. 

In a day and age of multi-culturalism 
and diversity, I think it’s a great idea that 
technology should be embraced and that 
minorities are being considered - not just 
as an afterthought. A grandmother from 
Coventry has even designed emojis that 
reflect old age, with false teeth and bad 
backs. Gets a thumbs up smiley from me! 

MARK SHIPP 
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Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


































7 


Simple rule on overtaking being ignored 

AFTER much deliberation, we decided fic built up behind him. Like the nu- tion. On many inclines on the conti- 
to get a camera for the front of our car. merous HGVs who drove in the centre nent, lorry overtaking by other lorries 
Its advantages were highlighted on a lanes at the same speed as the vehicle is banned at certain times (this regu- 
recent journey down the M6 from the that they were trying to pass up slopes, lation is also in place on stretches of 
Lake District. As I was in the passen- Like the idiots who pulled out of access some UK motorways). Why cannot this 
ger seat, I was able to watch the stu- slip roads straight into traffic without be introduced on the M6? 
pid driving of others from an objective waiting for a gap. Pulling out of slip roads can be pre¬ 

point of view, plus we could have called Most of the above cause traffic tail- vented by having barriers on the mo- 
up recordings should an accident have backs and frustration, which can cause torway side of the slips until it is safer 
occurred. accidents. to pull out (as is done on the conti- 

Like the female driver who drove After all, the nearside lane is THE nent). 
for miles in the centre lane not over- driving lane, and the centre and out- Frustration while driving is a cause 
taking. Like the white van driver who side lanes are for overtaking only. of accidents. So? 
drove, with a large gap in front of him, The lorry situation is one that can PETER COLE 

for miles in the fast lane whilst traf- be solved by Government taking ac- Kingswinford 


?lumb 

Serve 

Plumbing & Heating 


Property 

Serve 

For all your Property Needs! 
All qualified and 
experienced tradesmen 


Wrong to 
blame the 
immigrants 

DESPITE what some may 
say, about 80 per cent of the 
population are white Brit¬ 
ish. 

There have been huge 
communities of Irish people 
in London, Birmingham, 
Liverpool, Manchester and 
Glasgow for centuries. They 
built our canals and rail¬ 
ways. 

There have been Asians, 
Africans and West Indi¬ 
ans in the British army for 
centuries. They have all 
brought with them their 
fantastic cuisine. 

They aren’t the ones 
who claim to save the NHS 
whilst plundering millions 
from it for ‘efficiency sav¬ 
ings’. 

Immigrants aren’t allow¬ 
ing the rich to dodge taxes 
whilst cutting benefits for 
the poorest. 

They aren’t slashing 
funds for local authorities, 
causing closures of libraries, 
museums, art galleries, lei¬ 
sure centres and bus routes 
and care homes. 

MICHAEL CLIFF 

Wall Heath 
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Younger voters have 
shown immaturity 

IF ever proof were needed of the folly of reducing the vot¬ 
ing age from 21 to 18, it surely came in the form of the so- 
called ‘youth vote’ in this month’s General Election. 

Thousands of students displayed their immaturity, na¬ 
ivety and gullibility by voting for Corbyn’s cynically, clev¬ 
erly dangled carrot of the abolition of tuition fees. Safe 
in the knowledge that he didn’t have a snowball in hell’s 
chance of winning, Corbyn gleefully and mischievously 
made this promise along with other uncosted and unfulfill- 
able measures such as four more bank holidays, free school 
meals, increase of the minimum wage, countless billions 
poured into the NHS, education and social care, etc, all of 
them appealing proposals we would all like to see imple¬ 
mented in an ideal world where money grows on trees. 

MR B WILLIAMS 
Wordsley 


Concerns of 
the young 
are justified 

LARGE numbers of young 
people voted in the General 
Election. This was an ex¬ 
pression of passion and con¬ 
cern. This was a message to 
politicians that young peo¬ 
ple matter. That the future 
is being jeopardised in fa¬ 
vour of short term policies. 

Concerns are justifiable. 
House price have rocketed 
far above the means of 
many. Saving for a mort¬ 
gage will take many years 
or is impossible. For those 
in rented accommodation, 
in an unregulated market, 
it is not unusual for 50 per 
cent of one’s income going 
towards rent. 

Flexible working and low 
pay is no foundation for 
economic and social secu¬ 
rity. With the dawning of 
a technological revolution, 
fewer jobs will become avail¬ 
able. Creeping privatisation 
of the NHS will erode the 
service. It is foolish and 
thoughtless to ignore young 
people. Their future is just 
as important as our present. 

EDWARD DAVIES 
Stourbridge 


SPECIALISTS 


Exchange your Combi Boiler for 
an Ideal Vogue Boiler witha 
10 year warranty and receive the 
following- 

• Free Wireless Thermostat 
• Free First Service 
• Free Boilermag Filter!!!!! 


Under Floor Heating 
^LPGWork 

+ Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 
^ Full Bathroom/En Suites Installed 
^ Radiators Fitted/Removed 
•Wl Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 
^ Boiler & Full Central Heating Systems 
^ Installed and Serviced 
+ Landlord Safety Checks 


" * 24hr call out Call us on 

01384 621765 / 07513094763 

Card payments accepted 

Powered by Gas Serve (West Midlands LTD) 


Full/Partial Property 
^Refurbishments 
^Plastering 
^Tiling 

^ Bathroom and Kitchens 
^Loft Ladders/Floor Boarding 
^Property Alterations 
Underfloor Heating 
Electricians 
^Sound Proofing 


Hilly Insured 
All Work Guaranteed 

Call now for details on Tax exempt 
disabled modifications inc. Wet 
Rooms and Widened Access 




07513109.4763 


24 hour call out powered by 
Gas Serve (West Midlands) Ltd 
www.gasservewestmidlands.co.uk 
Card Payments Accepted 



SHIRLEY AQUATICS IS MOVING TO BECKETTS FARM RETAIL CENTRE! 

IN OCTOBER 2017 ON THE A435 IN VMHALL, JUNCTION 3 0FTHE M42 • B476AJ 

Our superstore has been based at tlie SKrley site for nearty BO /ears but it's started to show its age and now is the time tor the neit chapter. Frors October 2017 
will be located m our brand now custom butt, state of the an fact ty at Becfctfts farm Sigr up to our newsletter for updates with details of the new stve arc the grand opening 
spectacular Don't forget that we'll slit be here until September fur business as usual & we wit aUayshsve our great range of fish & reptile equipment in sloe* at our usual low orcev 


OUR HUGE MOVING SALE STARTS THURSDAY 22nd JUNE AT 10am 



B.O.G.O.F 

Buy One koi and Get One of the same size 
& price Free on all Japanese & Israeli koi 



r ft! 




L i «■ 1 rig 

10% OFF ALL AQUARIUMS IN STORE 


Large selection of pond plants 10% OFF pond filters, pumps & UV’s. 
in stock with 40 varieties of Plus special promotional prices on our 

lilies from £9.99 -in store only top 50 selected pond items in store only. 


Stratford Rd, Shirley, West Midlands B90 4EF Mon - Sat 9am-6pm 
0121 744 1300 www.shirieyaquatjcs.co.uk Sun-i0:30am-4:30pm ^ 
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In Partnership with Trailing Standards 

NCtf ROGUE 

TRADERSHERE 

www.safer.to 


Trading 

Standards 

roved 


raders 


What We Do 

Do you worry when choosing a trader? No 
Rogue Traders Here works with 
Trading Standards to provide consumers with 
fully vetted and approved traders. Traders 
are: bankruptcy and identity checked; 
address and insurance verified; quality and 
price monitored; interviewed and Trading 
Standards approved. 



How It Works 

Just contact us by phone or on our 
website, tell us what type of service you 
want and before you know it we’ll be 
back with a recommendation of 
businesses that are continually 
monitored by us and approved by 
Trading Standards. 

Consumer 

Confidence 

With so much to offer. No Rogue Traders 
Here is the perfect solution for when you 
need the services of an approved trader, 
minus all the hassles. 


0800 233 5000 


• Builders * Roofers • Plumbers • Double Glazing • Tree Surgeons 
Central Heating & Boilers * Electricians - Carpenters • Decorators - Kitchens 
• Bathrooms • Driveways • Landscapers • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaners 











Brave Tom faces muddy 
challenge for charity 



CANCER survivor Tom Grif¬ 
fiths has watched with envy 
as his mother wallowed in 
mud, scrambled down sludgy 
slides and through boggy 
ground in the name of charity 
- and this year he will join in 
the fun himself! 

The eight-year-old supported 
his mother Emma from the side¬ 
lines when she took part in Can¬ 
cer Research UK’s Pretty Muddy 
event. 

So Tom - known to his mates as 
‘Tommy G’ - was first in the queue 
when he heard that Race for Life was 
staging its first ever Pretty Muddy 
Kids. 

The Tipton schoolboy says he can’t 
wait to emulate his mother and get 
covered in mud at the event which is 
designed specifically for children. The 
course includes child-friendly mud- 
based obstacles and is around 2km 
long. 

Leukaemia 

Tom was diagnosed with acute 
lymphoblastic leukaemia in 2013 at 
the age of four after complaining of 
persistent pains in his legs. Chemo¬ 
therapy treatment meant Tom missed 
around half of his reception year at 
Tividale Community Primary School, 
but he made up for lost time when the 
intensive part of his treatment was 
over. 

In July last year Tom finished his 
treatment and his family feel that life 
has returned to normal. 

Emma, 42, said: “We thought we 
were going to lose him when we first 
heard the word ‘cancer’. But amaz¬ 
ingly Tom went into remission after 
only four weeks of treatment and he’s 
never looked back. We’re now down to 
appointments every four months and 
life is great. 


“He’s always been one for a bit of 
fun and he loves to get involved, so 
he was desperate to join in when I 
did Race for Life Pretty Muddy. He 
was delighted when he heard about 
Pretty Muddy Kids - it will be my turn 
to stand on the sidelines as he has a 
whale of a time and hurls mud at me.” 

Emma will not be missing out, she is 
taking part in the adult Race for Life 
Pretty Muddy event at Cofton Park in 
Longbridge later the same day. 

Emma added: “Tom is really excited 
about taking part in Pretty Muddy 


Kids and having an excuse to get re¬ 
ally, really muddy. 

“We hope boys and girls across the 
region will join him at Pretty Muddy 
Kids. It’s a great opportunity to have 
fun while making a real difference in 
the fight against cancer.” 

The Race for Life family of events 
also includes the 5km Pretty Muddy 
adult course, which thousands of 
women will take part in at the same 
venue on July 15. To enter Race for 
Life Pretty Muddy Kids visit racefor 
life.org or call 0300 123 0770. 


Hagley Kite hens 

Beautiful Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms, designed with imagination and fitted with care 




"Hagley Kitchens took care of everything in our fantastically designed modern kitchen... 
...Graham and his team made everything simple." Pam & Steve Hughes, Rowley Regis 

"Graham gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Danni & Martin Waiters, Hasbury 


. (jYears 
of Happy 
Customers 


"Hagley Kitchens created the kitchen we have always dreamed of, i 
and his team completed the installation and tiling to a perfect 
finish... Thank You." Wayne & Julie, Wordsley 

"Nothing was too much trouble" Doreen Coley - Hayley Green 

I Guaranteed unbeatable on price 


Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


www.HagleyKitchens.co.uk 


INSTm_..iON • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 



»»#• Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 


6 FL ff 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


From Only 

(qXoYo 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


Misted Units 
Replaced 
Broken Hingi 
• Door 
Adjustment 
New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 
0121 421 7001 


8HHEB0 ■ 

• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Summer 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INLITEN 
BACK DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 

...Including 
fitting! 


INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 


...Including 

fitting! 





It to be 


Your local we// established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


Deal direct with the owner 




HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9 00am 9 00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 * 0121 421 2104 



FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


nn nn nn m rv-\ 

V V v V V 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, June 29, 2017 















































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, June 29, 2017 


10 


STEELTECH SHEDS 

& Qarden Hooma 


NOW OPEN 



Sdusrunj2/i 




13ft 6” x lOft (4m x 3m) 

_from £2,290 






tort m 7ft White PVC Forte*. Garden Room 


from £9,835 



20 YEAR GUARANTEE 

FREE DELIVERY 
& ASSEMBLY 

NO MAINTENANCE 
REQUIRED EVER 


0% Finance noiv available on all Steeltech Units 


V* Phone: 07534 782501 Q Web: www.steeltechsheds.co.uk 

Steeltech Sheds at Hoilybush Garden Centre. Warstone Road. Shareshill. Wolverhampton. WV10 7LX 




















































Business awards back 
Beacon sight loss charity 


THE Express & Star presented the 
Beacon Centre with a cheque for 
just over £2,800 thanks to the gen¬ 
erosity of guests at the newspaper’s 
Business Awards event. 

Nearly 400 people who attended 
the awards at Wolverhampton 
Racecourse dug deep for the Sedg- 
ley-based charity. A series of top 
raffle prizes were also donated to 
encourage the willing crowd, who 
managed to raise £2,841. 

The raffle prize winners were 
Faye Thompson, who snared six bot¬ 
tles of Champagne, and Mark Frank¬ 
lin, who won a John Lewis hamper 
and M&S gift card. A Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Racecourse hospitality package 
was won by Victoria Leggett while 
John Wood scooped tickets to see an 
upcoming show at Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre, including a hospi¬ 
tality booth. 


The cheque was presented by Ex¬ 
press & Star Editor Keith Harrison 
to Beacon Centre chief executive 
Arwyn Jones. Mr Harrison said: 
“I’m delighted to present this dona¬ 
tion to such a worthy cause.” 

Mr Jones added: “This generous 
donation will help us fund our low 
vision assessment and advice ser¬ 
vice, which is particularly important 
for those recently diagnosed. It can 
be a very emotional and traumatic 
time both for those directly affected 
and for their families.” 

The services can provide aids and 
assistive equipment to help people 
maintain an independent life and 
manage their sight loss, ranging 
from talking clocks to the latest 
scanning and magnification devices. 
Mr Jones said across the Black 
Country there were 36,000 people 
currently living with sight loss. 



Express & Star editor Keith Harrison, left, presents a cheque to Beacon Centre chief executive Arwyn Jones 


Armed officers patrol 
‘around-the-clock’ 

POLICE chiefs have moved to reassure people in the 
West Midlands that armed officers are on standby 24/7 
to protect the public. 

Firearms officers have been a familiar sight in recent 
weeks after armed police were deployed on the streets 
following terror attacks in Manchester and London. 

High-visibility teams have been stepped down with the 
lowering of the UK’s terror threat but the force’s fire¬ 
arms officers remain on mobile patrol and standby 24/7 
to protect the public. 

Chief Inspector Danny Delaney, from West Midlands 
Police’s Firearms Unit, said: “Rest assured we have 
Armed Response Vehicles (ARVs) patrolling the West 
Midlands around the clock to keep people safe. They are 
not high-visibility units - they get about in unmarked 
police vehicles and it’s likely most people will have been 
passed by one our ARVs at some stage without realising 
there were armed police on board. 

“These officers are trained to the highest standard 
and are on hand and equipped to swiftly respond to any 
emerging incidents should the need arise.” 
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Brothers 
who preyed 
on elderly 
are given 
injunctions 

TWO brothers who cheated elderly people 
out of thousands of pounds by tricking them 
into having urgent repair work done to their 
homes, have been served with anti-social 
behaviour injunctions. 

Police took action against Lyndon Pardoe, who 
operated across Dudley, Birmingham, Walsall and 
Staffordshire, and older brother Glenn, who posed 
as self-employed build¬ 
ers, after being alerted 
by a suspicious bank 
manager. 

The pair are said to have 
convinced the elderly people 
to have unnecessary work 
done including roof renova¬ 
tion, brickwork, paving and 
drainage and quoted vastly 
inflated prices. 

Detectives said the pair 
would often re-visit victims 
that they knew were par¬ 
ticularly vulnerable and 
more likely to hand over 
large amounts of cash. 

Superintendent Brandon 
Langley, from West Mid¬ 
lands Police, said: “We are 
pleased with the terms of 
these injunctions. 

Vulnerable 

“The restrictions put in 
place mean that the Par does 
are no longer free to target 
the most vulnerable people 
in our communities by trick¬ 
ing them into handing over 
large amounts of money. 

“Little or no regard has 
been shown for the humili¬ 
ation they have caused their 
victims. 

“We hope that our actions 
show that we are committed 
to working with our part¬ 
ners to ensure that no-one 
has to endure the actions 
of these individual’s behav¬ 
iour. 

“I’d also encourage an¬ 
yone who has suffered in a 
similar way to report it. 

“I’d urge anyone who sees 
either of them breaking the 
terms of their injunction to 
report it to police on 101.” 

Glenn, aged 59, from 
Shard End, Birmingham, 
and Lyndon, 52, of Sheldon, 

Birmingham, were served 
the two-year injunctions at 
Birmingham County Court, 
which ban them from har- 



Lyndon Pardoe 


assing homeowners and 
accepting cash or cheque 
payments for work on 
homes. 

Police started investiga¬ 
tions after being contacted 
by a victim’s bank. 

The older brother worked 
for Wylde Green Roofing, 
based at a council tenancy 
home controlled by An¬ 
drea Clarke-Fitzgerald, of 
Plowden Road, Stechford. 

She was also served an 
injunction preventing her 
premises being used for an¬ 
ything other than a private 
home. 



summer 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 I www.williamandsons.co.uk 
OPENING HOURS: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm, Saturday 10-6pm, Sunday 11-5pm 


This OPENING WEEKEND everything is reduced 
throughout our 35,000 sq.ft, furniture superstore! 

There’s special introductory offers & extra discount on all special orders. 

Final reductions on ALL clearance items... no reasonable offer refused!! 


©M LLIAM&S0NS 

" What ever your budget or style... we've got the furniture to suit!” 


Alstons Baker 


Ibandi S BM 


much ^ 
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HERITAGE BUILDERS^YpVftt 
MERCHANTS LTD 



FENCE PANELS 
MADE TO 


35MM THICK TOP 
OF THE RANGE 
ARTIFICIAL GRASS 

JUST £10.99 sq 

WHEN IT’S GONE IT’S GONI 


CEMENT 
£3.75 PER BAG 

AGGREGATES 

Bulk bag building sand 
Bulk bag sharp sand 
Bulk bag ballast 
Bulk bag Hardcore 

ALL BAGS JUST £32.50 EACH 

8x3 Plasterboard £6.09 

www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 


Concrete Blocks 99p 

Red Engineer Bricks 33p 

Blue Engineer Coping Bricks 95p 


GOLDEN GRAVEL 
BULK BAG £70 
BLUE/PLUMB SLATE 
BULK BAG £89 


TIMBER 

4x2 £2.15 mtr 
3x2 £1.75 mtr 


VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE 


Telephone: 01384 412745 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands. B64 5AJ 

Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, timber, 
plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle... 
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Disabled pensioner's 
tears in benefits row 


A WHEELCHAIR-bound pen¬ 
sioner who contracted polio as a 
baby claims her benefits have been 
slashed because she could not name 
the doctor who diagnosed her 67 
years ago. 

Betty Whyley had been receiving 
up to £454 each month from the 
Government for more than 30 years 
as part of her Personal Independ¬ 
ence Payment (PIP) - a benefit that 
helps with the extra costs of a long¬ 
term health condition or disability. 

The pensioner, from Dudley, who 
recently fell and broke her leg, has 
been plagued with health problems 
since catching polio as a newborn. 

Following an assessment in May, 
Mrs Whyley received a letter saying 
she did not qualify for PIP anymore 
because she did not fully take part 
in the consultation - a decision she 
claims was made on the basis she 


was unable to name the doctor who 
diagnosed her when she was just six 
weeks old. 

Mrs Whyley has been cared for by 
her husband of 48 years, Paul, who 
worked in the building trade while 
looking after his wife before retiring. 

Mr Whyley, 66, said: “The first 
question was ‘who diagnosed her 
with polio?’ Being six weeks old 
she obviously didn’t know, so we 
couldn’t answer the question. We 
were immediately dismissed. She 
went away in tears. We’re so wor¬ 
ried now. She has been receiving 
that money for over 30 years and it’s 
been a huge help for us.” 

A spokesperson at the Department 
for Work and Pensions said Mrs 
Whyley’s PIP claim was disallowed 
because she left her assessment be¬ 
fore it was completed but that she 
was welcome to submit a new claim. 



Worried over money - disabled Betty Whyley, aged 67, with her husband Paul, 66, also her carer 


Mayor praises £10m 
boost for museum 

THE West Midlands Mayor has hailed a £10 m illi on 
funding boost for the Black Country Living Museum 
which will see the attraction expand by a third. 

Museum bosses want to recreate the post-war region 
by rescuing or resurrecting several famous buildings 
from the region, including Dudley’s Woodside Library. 

It was announced earlier this month that Heritage 
Lottery has awarded the museum £9.8m towards the 
project to create new 1930s to 60s town, which currently 
focuses on the Victorian into Edwardian era. 

New Mayor Andy Street said: “I have been hugely 
impressed by the Black Country Living Museum’s am¬ 
bitious proposals to build on what is already regarded as 
one of the UK’s top attractions of its type. 

“This funding will be a huge boost for these future 
plans as they work towards an annual target of half-a- 
million visitors, which will be supported by the arrival of 
the Midland Metro tram line in the coming years. 

“The museum also plays a huge part in preserving and 
showcasing the unique cultural heritage of the Black 
Country and the new project will underpin that.” 


Police are 
'buckling' 
from cuts 
in funding 


LOCAL policing is ‘pretty much non-exist¬ 
ent’ when officers are deployed to terror in¬ 
cidents, says the West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner. 

David Jamieson has revealed that the force was 
‘buckling under the strain’ of cuts that have seen 
its budget reduced by £140 million over seven years. 

Meanwhile, The Chief Constable of West Midlands Police 


Dave Thompson has warned 
that his force would face 
‘real challenges’ tackling a 
repeat of the 2011 riots fol¬ 
lowing years of budget cuts. 

That comes after Metro¬ 
politan Police Commissioner 
Cressida Dick said British 
counter-terror agencies had 
been ‘stretched’ by the re¬ 
cent spate of terror attacks. 

Mr Jamieson said the fact 
that the service has lost 
1,746 officers since 2010 
meant that ‘when there is 
a major public order de¬ 
ployment, or in this case a 
reaction to an act of terror, 
local policing is pretty much 
non-existent’. 

Challenge 

He said the force was fac¬ 
ing another budget cut of 
£6m this year and added: 
“We simply do not have 
enough people policing our 
streets. 

“The police will always 
rise to challenge and do all 
they can to protect us, but 
we need a Government that 
will give them the resources 
they need to do so. 

“Everyone can see that 
with the current situation it 
is not the time to cut police 
budgets. The threats we face 
are not reducing like our 
budget is.” 


By Peter Madeley 


Chief Constable Thomp¬ 
son called on the Govern¬ 
ment to boost investment, 
protect frontline policing in¬ 
cluding bobbies on the beat 
and cut bureaucracy in a 
blog for the National Police 
Chiefs’ Council. 

He said: “The funding 
forces receive needs to be 
stabilised with real terms 
protection for policing as a 
whole. Last year we saw the 
prison service snap under 
pressure with riots in Bir¬ 
mingham Prison. 

“We cannot afford this to 
happen to policing but the 
strain is showing from re¬ 
cent weeks and we’d have 
real challenges in dealing 
with something like the 
2011 riots again. 

“When things break re¬ 
covery is never quick, and 
in policing it takes consid¬ 
erable time to recruit and 
train staff.” 

Met boss Ms Dick told a 
meeting of the Police and 
Crime Committee that other 
criminal investigations had 
been paused or delayed out 
of ‘necessity’ in the wake 
of four terror attacks in the 
UK this year. 


Black Country firm 
launches wire app 


ONE of the world’s premier suppliers of wire in ‘high per¬ 
formance alloys’ has launched a new ‘app’ to help its global 
customer base find the right material for their applications. 

Black Country-based Alloy Wire International (AWI) 
has spent the last four months developing an interactive 
database of all of its materials, their properties and their 
applications and this is now available on computers, mobile 
phones and tablets. 

The web-based app, which has been developed by tech¬ 
nical experts, allows users to search for the type of wire 
they need by industry sector by application solution, such 
as high strength, sub-zero temperature, heat, corrosion and 
water resistance. 

AWI makes round, flat, shaped profile and electrical re¬ 
sistance wire at its factory on Hurst Business Park, Brier- 
ley Hill, is planning to translate the ‘Wire Finder’ app into 
a range of other languages to support its export drive. 


Buy More & Save At Least 



OFF EVERYTHING 


Pay nothing until next year - 
no deposit - interest free credit 


Don't miss your final opportunity, when you buy two or more 
items you'll get at least 25% discount off everything, plus pay 
nothing until next year, no deposit, interest free. 

There's great discounts throughout all departments, sofas, 
dining and bedroom furniture, carpets, beds and homewares, 
including all the famous brands. 


-ENDS SUNDAY 5pm- 

When buying 2 or more items 



25% OFF PRICE When buying 2 or more items 5 

Orleans leather king size bedstead. 

Reims bedroom full hanging double wardrobe... 

Reims bedroom 6 drawer tall chest. 

Reims bedroom Cheval mirror. 

Reims bedroom bedside cabinet. 

Starlet mirror. 

Xanadu rug (80 x 150cm). 


Normal 


£1574.96 . ■■■£ 2099.95 


£974.96.£ 1299.95 


£637.46.£ 849.95 


£299.96.£ 399.95 


£247.46.£ 329.95 


£172.46.£ 229.95 


OUR MULTI-BUY OFFERS END THIS SUNDAY 

Cousins 


1 % 


A 




OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. BU 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 


Established 1985 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2018 on the date specified at the time of 
purchase. Written details on request. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. *The 25% 
discount is applied when purchasing 2 or more items, excluding clearance items and in store concessions. Prices in this advert illustrate the 25% discount has been 
deducted from the normal price when 2 or more items are purchased, valid until 2nd July 2017. See website for Price Promise details. 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


FREE PARKING T'S™, 

INSTORE RESTAURANT ”™ 
LARGE STOCKS ***** 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY feefo j 
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Furniture, Bed, 3 Pc Suite Superstore 

£300,000 TOTAL STOCK CLEARANCE 

cffllE IIP TO ALL STOCK MUST BE SOLD 

IIHBEflPUtLE DEBLS « ALL STOCK REDUCED TO SEIi 


9am-6pm | 9am-6pm 


Sun 2nd July 


The Tetras Full 
Double Size Bedframe 
Mattress + 4ft 6in 
Cardiff Mattress 


SAVE 50% NOW £139 
Was £289 ONLY COMPLETE 


THE CORONA RANGE OF BEDROOM FURNITURE 


[weekend special deal I 


UNBEATABLE PRICES3DAYS ONLY 

LOWEST PRICES 

Triple 3 Door Wardrobe £249 
Large Dressing Table £109 
Double Door Wardrobe £199 
3 Drawer Large Chest £99 


The Minnesota Luxury 
Recliner Sofas 3 Seater 
Recliner + 2 Seater 
Recliner Black on Brown 


SAVE 30% NOW £689 
Was £995 ONLY THE PAIR 



The Regent 
3/4 Size Small 
Double Bedframe 


This is a crazy price _ ^^ 

SAVE 70% NOW £49 
Was £149 ONLY uTTStss EITU 


The Henley Latest 
Design Glass 
Table + 4 Matching 
Chairs White on Black 

SAVE 30% NOW 
Was £499 ONLY 



, J 


THE MATTRESS COLLECTION 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY SAVE 50% 


THE CORONA RANGE OF SOLID WOOD DINING FURNITURE WEEKEND SPECIAL 


WEEKEND SPECIAL DEAL 


Budget 
Deluxe 
Orthopaedic 
Memory Foam 
Pocket Sprung 


£35 

£69 

£79 

£89 

£139 


£59 

£79 

£99 

£1 1 9 

£1 79 


£69 
£89 
£1 09 
£1 29 
£1 79 


£79 
£1 09 
£1 39 
£1 59 
£1 99 


LOTS MORE AVAILABLE - ALL REDUCED 


UNBEATABLE PRICES 3 DAYS ONLY 

LOWEST PRICES 

Large Wide Sideboard £155 
Oblong Long TV Unit £95 
Nest of 3 Tables £50 
Coffee Table with Drawers £59.50 


.: ' M 



[TOTAL CLEARANCE PRTCE-lirroTAL CLEARANCE PRiCE 


5 ONLY ■ 

The Pearl Luxury _ 


The Pearl Luxury 
Full Double Size 
Orthopaedic Bed 

Base + Mattress _ _ _ 

SAVE 25% NOW £149 

Was £249 HEADBOARD EXTRA 


4 ONLY 

The Clio Memory 
Foam Superb Quality 
Complete Full Double 
Size Beds 

SAVE 59% 
Was £449 



£179 


fTOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


3 ONLY 

The Balmoral Extending 
Table Super Oak + 4 
Matching Chairs 
CRAZY PRICE 

SAVE 70% 
Was £349 


1: 7 


NOW£99 


The Borba 4 Door Wardrobe 
218cm wide, 215cm long 
Super Storage Space Latest 
Colours Top Quality Wardrobe 


save 30 % AMIV £900 

Was £499 UllLI IA99 




I TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 1 TOTAL CLEARANCE PRIcTI 


4 SETS ONLY 

Bunk Beds 

Full Single Size Silver 
Bunks Beds 

CRAZY SALE PRICE ^ 

SAVE 50% NOW £99 
Was £199 ONLY MATTRESS EXTRA 


| TOTAL STOCK CLEARANCE ||| TOTAL STOCK CLEARANCE 


1 ONLY 

The Salsa Sofas 
3 Seater 
+ 2 Seater 
Latest Design 

SAVE 40% NOW £429 
Was £799 ONLY the pair 


1 SET ONLY 

The Tampa Large 
Dark Wood Extending 
Table + 4 Matching 
Chairs + Matching 
Sideboard 


m 


now £4QQ 

Was £999 ONLY the LtJ? 


1 ONLY 

The Francesca 3 
Seater Sofa + 2 
Matching Reclienr 

Chairs NOW 

Was £1299 ONLY 



SALE 

ENDS 

SOON 



Level Street, Brierley Hill 
01384 79393 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
ON ALL STOCK ITEMS 
THE BIGGEST CHOICE 
THE CHEAPEST PRICES 


SALE 

ENDS 

SOON 











































Home comforts inspire 
author's debut novel 



Journalist turned author Jo Furniss The front cover of the debut novel 


A WRITER now living in Sin¬ 
gapore is using her Midlands 
roots as her inspiration. 

The debut novel of Jo Furniss, All 
The Little Children, which will be pub¬ 
lished in September and is a thriller 
set in both Birmingham and Shrop¬ 
shire. 

Jo spend a decade working as a 
broadcast journalist for the BBC, 
working for some time at Pebble 
Mill, before she ‘gave up the glamour 
of night shifts to become a freelance 
writer and serial expatriate.’ 

Since leaving the UK in 2002 to fol¬ 
low her husband’s job, she has lived in 
Switzerland and Cameroon and is now 
living in Singapore with her family. 
They still have a house in Newport, 
Shropshire, as their base in the UK. 

As a journalist, she has worked on¬ 
line outlets and magazines such as 
Monocle, The Economist, Business 
Traveller, Expat Living (Singapore) 
and Swiss News. Jo has also edited 
books for a Nobel Laureate and the 
Palace of the Sultan of Brunei. 

Edited 

In 2015 she founded www.SWAGlit. 
com - an online literary magazine for 
writers in Singapore. Now she has 
moved into the world of fiction with 
this debut novel. 

She said: “All the Little Children is 
a dark thriller about a mother who is 
forced to protect her children in the 
aftermath of a disaster. The novel is 
aimed at a “book club” readership, 
exploring issues to do with modern 
motherhood.” 

The book has already been described 
by a Wall Street Journal reviewer as ‘a 
terrifyingly realistic story of survival 
and resilience. 

Jo said: “The action starts in South 
Shropshire. The locations are mostly 
fictionalised, but I have in mind the 
area around Craven Arms - the Shrop¬ 


shire Hills. It should be quite recog¬ 
nisable to people from the area. There 
are also key scenes in Birmingham. I 
moved to the Midlands for university 
(Stoke) then stayed to work (BBC in 
Stoke and Birmingham) and married 
someone from the area, so Shropshire 
has become our home base.” 

As well as drawing on her local 
knowledge for the book she looked to 
her own experiences of motherhood. 

On writing the book she said: “I 
started my career at the BBC, which 
demands many styles of writing. I 
dabbled with fiction too, but didn’t 
prioritise it until I took an MA in pro¬ 
fessional writing in 2012. One short 
story I wrote as an exercise struck me 


as having the potential to be a novel 
- I expanded it to be my final project 
and eventually it morphed into All the 
Little Children. 

“It’s been a long road to publication 
and I’ve attended courses, workshops 
and writer groups. As well as the nuts 
and bolts of writing, there are two key 
skills I learnt: you must be disciplined 
and you must be open to feedback. In 
that respect, starting as a journalist 
was good grounding. I’ve always seen 
writing as a job and, of course, you 
have to turn up and do your job even 
when you don’t feel like it! 

Jo is now working on her second 
novel to be released next year and 
using her experiences as an ex-pat. 



“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXJ JLL 


90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



I 


i 

% 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, > 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


SUMMER DISCOUNTS ON 




AND UPVC CLEANING 


OUR SERVICES INCLUDE 

✓ Driveway and patio jet washing 

: Concrete imprint repaired, sealed and coloured 

✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 

✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 

✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 



At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of 
properties. Our team of experts are trained to tackle 
and revive the most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, 
tiled roofs and UPVC products. Do you have a concrete 
imprint drive?? 

If so why don’t you enquire in our maintenance and 
cleaning of all concrete imprint driveways and patios. 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 



C&T 



Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Em ail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co. 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


BUNBS 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



ONE OF THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF CARPET 
IN THE COUNTRY 

Over 200 Part Rolls 


At STD we have the best fitters and 
we are NEVER undercut on price 


SALE NOW 

ON 




Was 

Nowl 


sqyd 

sqyd 

Apollo. 

.£9.95.... 

.£6.95 

Majesty bleach deanable. 

....£13.95.... 

.£9.95 

Sensations Heathers. 

....£16.95.... 

....£12.95 

Waterproof bathroom carpet 

....£18.95.... 

......£8.36 

Contract wilton. 

....£18.95.... 

.£8.95 


Plus many more great offers 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
9.00 to 5.30; 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00; 
Closed Wednesdays 


MOFF 

I All end rolls with 
this voucher 



Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 Closed Wednesdays 
Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 


01384 76448 

www.stdcarpets.com 

} EE] 
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Your Chronicle 


Reader 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge* 


LONDON’S 

WINTER 

WONDERLAND 



Saturday departures, 

18 November & 16 December 2017 


Quote Code: HEH127 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Return transfer from hotel to Hyde Park 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 

2 days, by coach 

£99 .95pp 


only! 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CHRISTMAS AT 
KEW GARDENS 

AND LONDON 


_ r 3^ r 

\^SL 


Quote Code: WLP628 


Saturday departures, 2 & 16 December 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 
30 miles of central London with full English 
breakfast 

✓ Timed admission ticket to the Kew Gardens 
Illuminated Trail 

✓ Free shopping time in central London 
on Sunday 


2 days, by coach 
only £l29 95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


f # 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Man stole van and £8k 

of tools from employer 


A MAN who stole a van and 
£8,000 worth of tools from his 
employer over a pay dispute has 
been ordered to give back the 
money after appearing in court. 

Daniel Brettle, aged 30, from Wind¬ 
mill Hill, Cradley Heath, had been 
working for PEJ Construction, based 
in Bilston, for three months, where he 
was given a white Citroen Despatch 
van for work purposes, as well as 
£8,326 worth of tools to carry out jobs 
on behalf of the company. 

During this period, he was repeatedly 
asked for a copy of his driving licence by the 
company but failed to provide it, until he 
started having frequent days off and bosses 
grew suspicious about his activities. 

They then sacked him from his position 
and asked for their van back, however he 
did not return it. In the days that passed 
after that, tools began appearing for sale on 
the Facebook Marketplace, with the sellers’ 
name matching that of Mr Brettle. 

Brettle, who appeared at Walsall Mag¬ 
istrates Court last Tuesday for sentencing 
after being found guilty after trial, was vis¬ 
ited by police on behalf of PEJ Construction 
and the van was found at his address with¬ 
out the tools. 

Prosecuting, Mrs Maggie Meakin, said: 
“Police found the van at the defendant’s 
address but the tools were gone. His version 
of events is that he was keeping the van in 
lieu of money he was owed for work.” 

The van was eventually returned to the 
company with no damage to it although 
the tools had to be replaced. Brettle, who 
moved to the West Midlands from the 
North East five years ago, is now working 
as a supervisor for a construction company 
and is expecting a child with his partner. 

Brettle was ordered to pay back £8,326 
in compensation to the company, as well as 
being given a 20 week prison sentence sus¬ 
pended for 12 months. He was also ordered 
to carry out 150 hours unpaid work by Dep¬ 
uty District Judge Steven Jonas. 



Homescape’s Becky Jackson with a selection of prizes donated for 
the raffle being held at Timbertree Academy’s fete next week 


BLACK Country furniture and 
homeware company Homescapes 
has donated a large selection of 
items to a local primary school’s 
summer fete. 

Caroline Phipps, head of school 
at Timbertree Academy in Cradley 
Heath, said: “We are really grateful 
for this donation from Homescapes 
for our fete. It’s always nice to have 
support from local companies and 
we look forward to working with 
them in the future, helping to sup¬ 
port the curriculum.” 

Timbertree Academy is located 
in Valley Road, just one mile from 


Homescapes’ manufacturing and 
distribution centre on Corngreaves 
Trading Estate. 

The school’s summer fete is tak¬ 
ing place on Thursday, July 6, at 
3.15pm. 

Vikram Avasthi, Homescapes’ 
managing director, said: “We are 
keen to forge links with the local 
community and were more than 
happy to donate items for the raffle 
at Timbertree’s summer fete.” 

The company supplies depart¬ 
ment stores, hotels and the public 
across the UK and Europe with 
products in a million households. 




guaranteed 


- Our Extensive Range of All Garage Doors 
' Covers All Popular Brands 

We have eveything from <$P# RL 

^ Canopy to Side Hung styles 

Wrought Iron Gates ^^^30^4? 

/ & Railings available xmM 


Choose to work in either: 

HALESOWEN OR STOURBRIDGE 

Guaranteed contracted hours 

Travel time between visits paid in full and mileage 
expenses paid. 

Flexible working patterns available, within the 
following shifts: 7am - 2pm or 3pm - 10pm 
CAR DRIVERS ONLY 


Previous experience NOT 
necessary due to a comprehensive 
training and development 
programme: 

To apply, email cv to: 
recruitment@diamondhomecare.co.uk 

or call 0121 2004 


Could you offer Quality Care in your Community? 


Visit Us At Doulton Trading Est. v Doulton Road, Rowley Regis B 65 8 JG 

Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 
www.doultondoors.co.uk 


□msaoram®© [ Ste&3@i5S$ Bspatos 


[=te(^7 SpssflaOBsS SSCop 

©3© ^©© 


Rdp © @©© 9 © ^ 3©09 Oh© ©90 


250 Coombs 


Everything for 
home brewing 
an djWine making] 

27 HIGH STREET, CRADLEY HEATH (opposite tesco)” 
01384 620238 WWW.BREWMONKEY.CO.UK - 


HJ COOPER TIMBER&DIY 

NEW IN STOCK LOG LAP £1.13 per M (TAN) 

• Decking • Sleepers • Timber/K/D/Par 

• Dados • Skirting • Architraves 

• MDF • OSB • Chipboard 

• White Hard Board • Pine Board 

• Pin Board • Plywood Int/Ext 

• Mouldings • Doors • Worktops 

• Fencing • Sheet Materials _____ 0 ______ 

• Frames* Paints • Roofing TRADE & P IBUC C ILL 

• Stair Materials 01384 254591 

Delivery and Cutting Service Unit 19, Thornleigh Trading Estate, Farthings Lane, Dudley DY2 8UB 


•r 




DOULTON DOORS _ 

Garage Doors & UPVC Windows & Doors mJ" 


IT 


Gil 





































































































KITCHEN THINK 


Visit our award winning showroom in Halesowen and we'll exceed 
your expectations with a truly inspirational kitchen design. 

We have the largest selection of kitchen styles in the Midlands at 
amazinginternetprices. Agreat kitchen doesn't haveto be expensive. 


Supply only or 
fully fitted kitchens. 


3dkitchens.net 

Mucklow Hill 
Halesowen 
West Midlands 
B62 8BW 
0121 602 3332 


Burbidge best showroom 
Premium 2016 











Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, June 29, 2017 




1 WE OFFER QUALITY UPVC 
WINDOWS AND DOORS AT 
QUALITY PRICES W 



Why pay more? 

Deal direct with the owners, 
no salesmen, and see the difference 

Doors from £450 
Composite Doors form £630 
Conservatories from £4500 



WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
QUOTE 


Specialists in Door, Window, 
Porch and 

Conservatory Installations 
Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 


Misty units replaced 

WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON 
ALLUPVC PRODUCTS 

Quality products at quality prices 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Faulty door locks and window 
hinges replaced 


Hawthorn 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3XB 

\X/ 1 n CJ OWS Tel: 0121 559 6320 


www.hawthorn-windows.co.uk 




More than 1,400 in Black 

country school Games 


HUNDREDS of youngsters 
from schools across the 
Black Country took part in an 
annual sports competition. 

More than 1,400 youngsters 
from 80 schools were represent¬ 
ed their boroughs of Dudley, 
Sandwell, Walsall and Wolver¬ 
hampton in the Black Country 
School Games. 

The event was organised by Active 
Black Country, the sport arm of the 
Black Country Local Enterprise Part¬ 
nership. 

Youngsters from year three up to 
year nine took part in sports ranging 
from football to cricket and dodgeball. 

The sports day, which took place 
on Friday at the University of Wol¬ 
verhampton’s Walsall Campus, was 
held to coincide with the launch of a 
scheme from Active Black Country 
aimed at getting people active. 

Energy 

James Topham, who is on the games 
organising committee, said: “The 
Black Country School Games is a fix¬ 
ture in our schools annual sporting 
calendar and all our pupils look for¬ 
ward to the culmination of a year of 
competition in school. 

“The Black Country School Games 
showcases the energy and passion 
young people have for sport, lead¬ 
ership and competition and we look 
forward to seeing these young people 
participate in our summer festival.” 

Wolverhampton won the event, 
taking the crown off 2016 victors 
Sandwell. Dudley and Walsall came 
third with two category victories 
apiece. 

It was the sixth year the event has 
run. Children took part in a range 
of different sporting events, and the 
points from all the events were added 
up to pick an overall winner. 



One of the rugby games involving boys and girls from Black Country schools 



Getting behind the team - enthusiastic youngsters cheer on classmates 


Among the children taking part tive events and leisure pursuits. Wol- 
were Lucy Vaughan, aged 11, Ocean verhampton won golf, boys dodgeball 
Suban, 10, Alfie Baker, seven, and El- (Year 7 and 8), mixed cricket, mixed 
liot Johnson, also seven, who were all rugby (Year 5 and 6) and girls’ rugby 
from Howley Grange Primary School (Year 7 and 8). Sandwell won mul- 
in Halesowen. Lucy, who came second ti-skills, football and girls dodgeball 
in an obstacle race, said: “I’m enjoy- (Year 7 and 8). Dudley won girls’ 
ing the event, it is good fun.” Ocean cricket and boys’ virtual triathlon, 
added: “I’m really enjoying the day.” Walsall won girls virtual triathlon and 
The sports day involved competi- sports hall athletics. 


WE WILL NOT BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE! 



£24.98 

E.g. 155/70/13T Quality Budget 

I&9&3BR 

£49.98 



All prices correct at the time of publication. 


MERRY HILL 


£57.98 

E.g. 205/55/16V Bridgestone creSItmrds [v«a| B 



Level Street, Brierley Hill, DY5 1UA 
Close to Merry Hill Centre 

01384 75555 


WE ARE OPEN: 

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 8.30am - 6.00pm 
SATURDAYS - 8.00am - 4.00pm 


§EWt-- 


A faxuUy UcK, ktduviH- <nrt4s 


/ 


WE WILL NOT BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE! 

ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES 
WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 


More great tyre bargains online at 

www.etbtyres.co.uk 



THE UNION OF SOUTH 
AFRICA STEAM TRAIN 

& CLASSIC CAMBRIDGE 

Mon 18 to Wed 20 Sep 

Your break includes 

yf 2 nights DBB at a selected hotel 
Union of South Africa steam train 
journey on the Nene Valley Railway 
•S Visit to Cambridge 
/ Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 


A TRIBUTE TO CILLA 
& HER HOMETOWN OF 
LIVERPOOL 

Sun 1 to Mon 2 Oct 


Your break includes 

y/ 1 night DBB at the Beaufort Park 
Hotel, Mold 

Cilia Black tribute evening 
Guided city tour of Liverpool 
y/ Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 


BLACKPOOL 
AIR SHOW 

Sat 12 to Mon 14 Aug — 

Your break includes 

y/ 2 nights DBB at a selected hotel, 
North West area 

y/ Excursion to Blackpool and the 
Air Show 

y/ En-route visit to Liverpool 
y/ Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 
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SummerSale 

STARTS THIS WEEKEND 


During the Summer Sale Dreamland is Open 7 days a week, with over half a million pounds worth of mattresses, 
divans and bed frames all heavily discounted you’ll be sure to find the right sleep solution within your budget. Like 
us on Facebook to keep up to date with all offers - “dreamland bedding centre”. Dreamland is located minutes 
from the merry hill shopping centre with a Free to use customer car park at rear of Store. 


V*> * 


iPNOS 


dunlopillo 


Mver's 


Single Adjustable bed now from £549 


Dreamland 


23 Mill St, Brierley Hill, DY5 2RG 
01384 74166 

www.dreamlandbedding.co.uk 
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Home Safef^Y 

Appliance Cover 

Package A 


Boiler Services 
Landlord Checks 
Full Central Heating Systems 
Boiler Swaps and Conversions 
Bathroom Installations 
Power Flushing 
Gas Appliance Installations 
All Domestic Plumbing Work 


£17.99 Package B 

per month 5 APPLIANCES 

Washing Machine 
Tumble Dryer 
Combined 
Fridge Freezer 
Dishwasher 
Gas/Ceramic Flob a 
Unlimited Call Outs^ 


Solutions 


Washing 
Machine 
Tumble Dryer 

Combined 
Fridge Freezer 
Unlimited 
Call Outs 


Diamond accredited 

j^fORCESTER 


Group 


SPREAD THE COST OF YOUR NEW HEATING SYSTEM 
0% finance now available!! 

Call NOW for our amazing offers! 

Visit our new showroom: Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-2pm Saturday 

01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk www.gasketsolutions.co.uk 

_ \ IAIpricn«• pfcj>VAT) m|i: / 

m ~ ejl^.h m 


Package C £32.99 Package D 

7 APPLIANCES per month 

Washing Machines 
Tumble Dryer ^ 

Fridge 
Freezer 
Dishwasher 
Gas, Ceramic FlObi 
Electric Oven 
Unlimited 
Call Outs 


£19.99 

per month 


American 
Fridge Freezer 

Range Master 
Cooker 

Unlimited 
Call Outs 


Gold - £18.99/mo 

FREE Annual Boiler Service 

• Boiler Repairs 
Central Heating System 
Radiators 

• Heating Controls 
Hot & Cold Piping 
Parts & Labour 

24hr Emergency Call Out 

• Unlimited Call Outs 
Gas Supply Pipe 

Water Supply Pipe(lncl.Stop-cock) 
Internal Drains 

• External Drains 

• Toilets 


Platinum - £21.99/mo 

FREE Annual Unlimited Call Ou 

Boiler Service Gas Supply Pip* 

Boiler Repairs Water Supply 

Central Heating Pipe(lncl.Stop- 

System cock) 

,. . nterna Drains 

Radiators ^ . 

.. x . ^ x , • External Drains 

Heating Controls Toi | ets&Taps 

Hot & Cold Piping Un | imited call C 

Parts & Labour Electrics 

24hr Emergency 10yr Boiler 

Call Out Replacement 


Bronze - £14.99/mo 

Central Heating System 
Heating Controls 
Hot & Cold Piping 
Parts & Labour 
• 24hr Emergency Call Out 
Unlimited Call Outs 


Silver - £16.99/mo 

most popular 
FREE Annual Boiler Service 
Boiler Repairs 
Central Heating System 
Radiators 
• Heating Controls 
Hot & Cold Piping 
Parts & Labour 
24hr Emergency Call Out 
Unlimited Call Outs 
Gas Supply Pipe 

Water Supply Pipe(lncl.Stop-cock) 
Internal Drains 


One off boiler repair 
From £59 

T&Cs apply 

Please call or visit the website 


Boiler Service Plan - 
£8.44/mo 

Carried out over three years, as follows: 
Year One - Basic Boiler Service 
including flue analysis, condense trap 
cleaning, filters changed and cleaned 
and CP6 report certificate issued 
Year Two - All items as listed under 
year one, as well as the inhibitor being 
topped up 

Year Three - All items as listed under 
year one and two, and also radiators 
checked and balanced, sensors, gas 
kits, seals and electrodes changed, 
and a thermal image report 


Boiler repair and ongoing cover 

You’ll get a fixed price repair and our ongoing 
cover for your boiler, controls and central heating 
system with home safe. 

You’ll get: 

An appointment that suits you. Book online to 
get a time that works for you. 

A fixed price. No matter how long the job takes 
or what parts we need. 

Unlimited call outs for your boiler and central 
heating system. 

Annul service included to make sure everything 
is running safely and efficiently. What it’ll cost: 
Your repair will be £99. Then home safe 
platinum £21.99 a month. 

Book your repair or Give us a Call 01384 560856 


Landlords Platinum - 
£24.99/mo 

Boiler Check Water Supply 

L Hob Check Pipe(lncl.Stop- 

Fire Check cock) 

Internal Drains 
Boiler repairs Externa| Drains 

Radiators T .. . „ Tor , o 

Hot & Cold Piping et .f ^ a P s . . 
Parts & Labour Unlimited Call Out 

24hr Emergency Electrics 

Call Out 5yr Boiler 

Unlimited Call Outs Replacement 

Gas Supply Pipe No Excess 


You don’t have to be a customer for 
this. One of our expert engineers will 
inspect your boiler, giving you a price 
to repair it, then fixing it if you’re 
happy. No matter how big or small 
the job is. 
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WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 
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Come and have a look around 


TRADE & M® l,C 
WELCOME 


We also stock all Fencing Products: Panels, Posts & Gravel Boards 

-Sheds&Summer houses, Unit 4, Stallings'LanefKingswinford DY6 7 LG 

01384 944115 • 07594 841785 


s y 

We can create any shed or summer house, 
let us know what you want, we build it 


Concrete Gravel Boards...£8.50 
Concrete Post 8ft.£10 


TRADE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 


•■W-tRSBI 


Feather Edge Panels 

6ft x 6ft.£19 

6ft x 5ft.£18 

6ft x 4ft.£17 


LAP Panels 
6ft x 6ft.. 
6ft x 5ft.. 
6ft x 4ft.. 


£18 

£17 

£16 
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Star-Travel « 


Your Chronicle 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen and Stourbridge* 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


DOWNTON 

ABBEY 

and Warwick 

Departing Monday 
11 September 2017 

Start the week with a terrific break to 
see Highclere Castle, the real-life 
location of TV’s Downton Abbey, with 
coach, hotel, dinner and breakfast, and 
a visit to Warwick too. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel to be 
confirmed with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Highclere Castle, with admission 

✓ Free time in Warwick (optional half-price 
castle admission at £13.20pp) 



2 days, by coach 


Only c149 


.95pp 


Quote Code: EKX173 



View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


WINDSOR 

CASTLE 

& Buckingham Palace 



Departing Saturday 23 September 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission ticket (value £20.50 A ) to Windsor 
Castle on Saturday 

✓ Coach transfer and admission ticket (value 
£23.00 A ) to Buckingham Palace on Sunday 

'Based on 2017 adult admission prices. 


2 days, by coach 

only £169 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information AIAA^ AAA1C C 
or to book, please call: UI9VA 9VA 109 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 0me 9 aHols @°megaHois omegaHois 


<9 


Quote Code: KYP930 



HISTORIC 
PALACES 

Buckingham Palace, the Palace of Westminster 
and Windsor Castle 



Departing Monday 21 August 2017 

Go right to the top, inside the world of politics, 
government and monarchy with eye-popping 
visits to the palaces of Parliament and Her 
Majesty The Queen, including admission to 
Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle and the 
Palace of Westminster. 

Price Includes... 

✓ 4 nights at the 4 star Tower Guoman hotel 
with full English breakfast 

✓ Admission and coach transfers to 
Buckingham Palace, the Palace of 
Westminster and Windsor Castle 

5 days, by coach 

only £449 »p 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £200pp. Subject to availability. 


Cottons 


www. cottons.co.uk 



7 BARNETT LANE, 
KINGSWINFORD 




29-30 TEMPLE BAR, 
WILLENHALL 


Forthcoming 
Auction 



Cottons 

C H A II T e It C D SURVEYORS 


THURSDAY 13TH JULY 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


60 LOTS 

For full details of our lots available^ 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



TIPTON CONSERVATIVE & UNIONIST CLUB. 
64 UNION STREET, TIPTON 
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Headboard available at extra 
cost. Accessories not included. 


STRIPES 


every carpet 
fitted frk 


NO DEPOSIT 
UP TO 4 YEARS 
0% INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT 1 


FOR THE EQUIVALENT OF 


£9 


.62 


PER WEEK 


BARONESS MEMORY 
4'6" DOUBLE MATTRESS 
& BASE SET 

Memory foam layer gives 
an ultimate comfort sleep 
system that reduces pressure 
points on the body, for a 
better night's sleep. 


£299 


GALAXY 


A hard-wearing versatile 
Berber available in a 
range of modern colours 
VtasSMT' 



CARPETS 



132 Wellington Rd, Dudley, West Mids, 

DY1 1UB Telephone 01384 259966 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Thur late night 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


t+Not payable weekly, tlnterestfree credit available up to 4 years, payable monthly. Based on £2,000 total spend then 48 monthly payments of £41.67, Equivalent to 
£9.62 Per week. Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. 
Free fitting offer does notapplyto laminate wood orvinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in photos may vary slightlydueto print quality. United Carpets 
accept no responsibility for printing errors. tUnited Carpets Woodfloor and Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for Secure Trust Bank PLC 
trading as V12 Retail Finance Ltd, all Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by United Carpets Woodfloor and Beds. Minimum order applies. 


G# 
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Midland stars and international players to perform across the region 



One of the stars, boogie-woogie specialist Emma Jonson Guitarist Pere Soto, of Django’s Castle Councillors Steve Eling and Richard Marshall with musicians and organisers 

Swinging in with great jazz 


What’s on... 
and where 

Events in Sandwell are as follows (free 
entry unless stated) 

FRIDAY 14 JULY: 

Sandwell Arts Cafe, West Bromwich, 12 noon - Julian 
Stringle Quartet 

Wednesbury Library, 7pm - The Cigar Box Guitar 
Show with Chickenbone John 

Windsor Theatre Bar, Bearwood, 8pm - The Whiskey 
Brothers (£5) 

SATURDAY 15 JULY: 

Blackheath Library, 11.30am - Ukulele Taster Session 
with Pete Williams 

Wednesbury Museum & Art Gallery, 12noon - Djan¬ 
gos Castle (Spain) 

Sandwell Park Farm, West Bromwich, 2pm - Cyril et 
Leila Duclos (France) 

Bleakhouse Library, Oldbury, 7pm - Cyril et Leila 
Duclos (France) 

Windsor Theatre Bar, Bearwood, 8pm - Mike David 
Band (£5) 

SUNDAY 16 JULY: 

Dartmouth Park, West Bromwich, 1 pm - Chase Jazz- 

Windsor Theatre Bar, Bearwood, 2pm - The Windsor 
Boys (£5) 

Haden Hill Park, Cradley Heath, 2pm - Sauce City 
Jazz Band 

MONDAY 17 JULY: 

Great Bridge Library, 7pm - Richard Heath and Buzby 
Bywater 

Tuesday 18 July 

Cradley Heath Library, 7pm - Roy Forbes 

Perry Hill Tavern, Oldbury, 8.45pm - Old Comrades 

Jazz Band 

WEDNESBURY 19 JULY: 

Thimblemill Library, Smethwick, 7pm - Sauce City 
Jazz Band 

West Bromwich Central Library, 7pm - Sandwell 
Youth Jazz Orchestra with The TCS Blues Band 
Thursday 20 July 

Great Barr Library, 7pm - Blue Silk 

Thimblemill Library, Smethwick, 7pm - All That Jazz 

Dance Workshop 

Windsor Theatre Bar, Bearwood, 8pm - Ricky Cool 
and The In Crowd (£5) 

FRIDAY 21 JULY: 

Sandwell Arts Cafe, West Bromwich, 12noon - Sarah 
Barnwell Quartet 

Lightwoods Park, Bearwood, 7pm - Great Birmingham 
Trombone Company 

West Bromwich Central Library, 7pm - Digby Fair- 
weather Quartet 

Windsor Theatre Bar, Bearwood, 8pm - Emma Jon¬ 
son (£5) 

SATURDAY 22 JULY: 

Blackheath Library, 11.30am - Pete Williams: Meet 
The Uke 

Manor House, West Bromwich, 2.30pm - Les Zauto 
Stompers de Paris (France) 

Blackheath Library, 7pm - Sheila Waterfield 
Windsor Theatre Bar, Bearwood, 8pm - Les Zauto 
Stompers de Paris (France) (£5) 

SUNDAY 23 JULY: 

Oak House, West Bromwich, 1pm - Simon Spillett 
Quartet 

Windsor Theatre Bar, Bearwood, 2pm - The Small 
Changes (£5) 

Keep up to date on events in Sandwell at www.discov- 
ersandwell.co.uk 


TOP musicians will be 
sharing the joy of jazz in 
Sandwell as the borough 
teams up with a major inter¬ 
national festival. 

The newly-renamed Birmingham, 
Solihull & Sandwell Jazz Festival 
2017 will see around 30 perfor¬ 
mances across Sandwell’s six towns. 

Libraries, museums, parks, 
Sandwell Arts Cafe, Windsor Theatre 
Bar and other venues hosting events 


from July 14 to 23. From homegrown 
UK talent including the legendary 
Digby Fairweather Quartet and boo¬ 
gie woogie pianist Emma Jonson to 
stars from France and Spain, there’s 
a real mix of music. 

Dymanic singer Roy Forbes, sing¬ 
er-songwriter Judy Blu and blues 
two-piece The Whiskey Brothers are 
among the many highlights. 

Sandwell Youth Jazz Orchestra 
perform with The TCS Blues Band at 
West Bromwich Central Library; the 


Great Birmingham Trombone Com¬ 
pany play at newly-restored Light- 
woods Park; and Les Zauto Stompers 
de Paris promise to set the bar high 
(and loud) with shows at the Manor 
House, West Bromwich, and Windsor 
Theatre Bar, Bearwood. 

Sandwell Council leader Councillor 
Steve Eling said: “We’re very excited 
to be teaming up with Birmingham 
and Solihull in this popular and 
well-established festival, now in its 
33rd year, which attracts visitors and 


musicians from around the globe.” 

Councillor Richard Marshall, the 
council’s cabinet member for leisure, 
added: “Our libraries and museums 
staff have built up a great relation¬ 
ship with the festival over the years, 
hosting a number of events. 

“We’re thrilled to be making it of¬ 
ficial this year by getting even more 
involved, putting Sandwell firmly on 
the music map. 

“Joining with Birmingham and 
Solihull, we’re making up a trio to 


entertain the whole region this sum¬ 
mer, as well as visitors from around 
the world. There’s a wide range 
of high quality acts performing in 
Sandwell and the vast majority of 
events are free entry. I’m really look¬ 
ing forward to it.” 

Festival director Jim Simpson said: 
“We are delighted that Sandwell has 
decided to become a major player in 
this important festival. It was a logi¬ 
cal next step for Sandwell to become 
fully involved.” 



The Birmingham Trombone Company will be performing Top trumpeter Digby Fairweather 


Midland-based jazz stalwarts Ricky Cool and the In Crowd 



CLEANING SERVICES 


»»»»»»» UPVC CLEANING SPECIALISTS «««««««« 


UPVC Conservatory interior & exterior valet * UPVC Windows/Doors professionally cleaned UPVC Cladding cleaned * Car ports 
cleaned * UPVC Fascia & soffit boards cleaned UPVC Porches cleaned * Blocked guttering cleared * External guttering cleaned 
Block paving & driveway / slabs cleaned * Caravan and Mobile Home Cleaning * Solar Panel Cleaning * Building Work Clean 



UPVC conservatory valet service exterior & interior UPVC windows/doors & frames professionally cleaned Block paving & driveway cleaning Block paving & driveway cleaning 

FREEPHONE: 0800 917 6060 I www.rydaleservices.co.uk 

A member of the Rydale Group 


Head Office: Rydale House, Long Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9LS. Telephone 0800 917 6060 
Weekdays 9am - 5.30pm Saturday 9am - 4pm Sunday Closed. 
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International Festival of Glass 


In August sites across 
the Stourbridge Glass 
Quarter, including Red 
House Glass Cone, White 
House Glass Cone and 
Ruskin Glass Centre will 
be celebrating the areas 
glass heritage past and 
present when the glass 
festival returns to over 
the August Bank Holiday 
weekend 25-28 August. 
Exhibitions, demonstrations 


and activities will fill the 4 
day event, with a packed 
programme. 

For further details visit 
www.rmlt.org.uk/ 
international-festival-of-glass 




% 


INTRIGUE INNOVATE INSPIRE 

The only UK based Festival celebrating the drama & excitement of glassmaking 

25-28 August 2017 ^ 

Stourbridge Glass Quarter 
www.ifg.org.uk 

Inspiring exhibitions, dazzling displays 
and family friendly activities throughout 
the historic Glass Quarter 


Dudley **GSc. ▼ T 
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Brand New Takeaway 
NOW OPEN 


MUMBQ 



SPECIAL OFFER 


4 Course Meal 

Popadom, Onion Salad and Mint Sauce 
Any Starter, Any Main Course 
Rice or Nan 

£ 8 95 

Sunday - Thursday 

Mumbai Special Rice, Mumbai Special Nan - 
Add £1.50 extra 
For King Prawn £2.00 extra 
Excludes Combination and Fish Dishes 
(items marked* are not included in this offer) 


Opening Offer 

25% Off 

on ALL Collection ONLY 

until 12th July 2017 


MUMBAI StU 




Onion Bhaji or Bombay Aloo 
on orders over £15.00 

COMPLIMENTARY 

Popadom, onion salad and mint sauce 
with main meals 

0121 559 5799 
0121 559 4281 

58 High Street, Blackheath B65 0EH 

OPENING TIMES . 

Sunday-Thursday 5.30-11.00 1S% 

Friday - Saturday 5.30 -11.30 DfSCOi 
Tuesday - CLOSED on co/iecf^J 

FREE HOME DELIVERY ° r <*ers OVer n 

within a 3 mile radius £ 10 .oo 

on orders over £8.95 


All Rise! Antony in 
Grand staae thriller 



Antony loves it. “There’s 
something not quite right with 
Eunice and no one can see why. 

But I think what Ruth Rendell 
did so well was to more or less 
go on the psychology side of 
things. Why do these people 
do it? Why do they murder and 
everything else? It’s a great show, a 
very fast-moving thriller and people are 
with us from start to finish.” 

Though Antony started his career 
as a child actor, he admits he still 
has much to learn. And featuring 
alongside some of the best in 
the business - like Andrew 
Lancel - has been inspiring. 

He’s learned much from old 
hands of the stage and hopes 
it will hold him in good stead. 

“There are a lot of old school 
people in the show, but for me I’m 
always learning. If you stop learning, 
that’s the time to quit. For now, I’m loving 
every minute of it. I hope the people of 
Wolverhampton do too. 

“The thing is that I’ve always acted. 

I was a trained actor as a kid. My life 
went a different direction when I was 
18. I loved pop videos and I was so 
interested in that aspect. When we were 
in Blue, it wasn’t just about turning up, 
singing your song and going. I wanted 
to do more. So when this came up and 
Bill Kenwright called, I jumped at the 
chance. It gives me another string to my 
bow.” 

For a man who’s spent most of his 
life in the spotlight, Antony is enjoying 
the chance to be out of it. He’ 
much part of the supporting cast, 
rather than a lead player, and 
feels the pressure is off. He 


It’s about the show, 
not me. And that 
takes the pressure 
off. My job’s simple 


can relax into his character 
and watch as experienced 
pros lead the line. 

He also enjoys the fact 
that the audience are going 
to see a play - rather than 
see him sing. He knows it’s 
about his character, rather 
than him. 

“This gives me a new lease of 
life. I’m always learning. Nine out of 
10 people at a pop concert are there 
to see me sing. That’s why they 
come. It’s about me, rather than the 
show. But this is the opposite. It’s 
about the show, not me. And that 
takes the pressure off. My job is 
simple - I just need to give 110 per 
cent.” 

Some things don’t change, of 
course, and Antony is back on 
the road with the show, just as he 
was in Blue. He’s travelling the 
length of the country - though his 
visit to Wolverhampton might be 
punctuated by an important arrival. 
“I love being on the road and 
I’ve done it since I was 18. 

But it will be a weird week in 
Wolverhampton because my 
baby is due. If I get the call, I’ve 
got to go. For the first couple 
of days, I’ll be there. But then 
the baby is due on the July 
6. So we’ll just have to see 
what happens. But I’m looking 
forward to the Grand Theatre. 

I’ve never been before.” 

And once A Judgement 
In Stone is done - and he’s 
finished changing the nappies 
- he’s keen to come back. 
Antony is open to more stage 


work and hopes it’ll lead to TV acting roles. 

“I want to do more stage work and if TV arose I’d 
jump on the chance. It all depends on timing or whether 
the part’s right. You never know what’s in the audience 
watching you. But I love it mate, I absolutely love it. The 
cast getting applause at the end is amazing. 

“When we used to do a Blue tour, people booked 
tickets to see us which we were thankful for. But it’s 
different now. I could sing a couple of lines of a song to a 
Blue crowd and they’d cheer. But for me, I like to get into 
the depth of a character. I like to be someone else for two 
and a half hours.” 

Not that Antony’s acting ambitions spell the end of 
Blue. They’ll be back every now and then. 

“Listen mate, you know, if there’s gigs coming up with 
the boys and the climate’s right, we’ll do a few shows. If 
there’s an album and it’s right, we’ll do it. Bu it love being 
on stage right now and I need this for me. I don’t want 
to live with regret because I didn’t do this. You got to be 
selfish and do something yourself once in a while.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


H e’s best known as the boy 
band singer who enjoyed 
hits with Too Close, All 
Rise and Sorry Seems To 
Be The Hardest Word. But 
before Antony Costa was 
scoring number one hit singles with the 
all-conquering Blue he was in fact, a 
child actor. 

One of his earliest roles was a pupil in Steven Moffat’s 
sitcom Chalk and he then went on to appear in the BBC’s 
Grange Hill. 

Having surfed the waves of the Blue reunion in recent 
years, Antony is returning to his roots. He’s treading the 
boards in theatre, starring in Ruth Rendell’s A Judgement 
In Stone. From Monday until July 8, he’ll line up alongside 
a starry cast at Wolverhampton’s Grand, featuring Andrew 
Lancel, Sophie Ward, Mark Wynter, Deborah Grant, 
Shirley Anne Field and Ben Nealon. 

“I’m thrilled,” he says. “It’s been really, really good. 
We’ve had some fantastic reviews and it’s a great cast of 
people.” 

The Bill Kenwright-produced show builds on 
the phenomenal decade-long success of The 
Agatha Christie Company. It is a new production 
adapted from one of the most celebrated works 
of the writer often hailed as the successor to 
Agatha Christie. 

The action centres around Eunice, who 
struggles to fit in. When she joins a wealthy 
family as their housekeeper the very reason for 
her awkwardness, long hidden and deeply buried, 
leads inexorably to a terrible tale of murder in cold 
blood - on Valentine’s Day. 

The brilliant plot unravels a lifetime of 
deceit, despair and cover-ups which, 
when revealed, brings a shocking 
revelation almost as grizzly as murder 
itself. 


THRILLER 



























Scene from Curious Incident. 


Curious hit play returns 
to wow audiences again 


Award-winning play The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time returns to the 
West Midland next week for a week-long run 
in Birmingham. 

The second national tour of the Olivier and 
Tony Award-winning production will be staged at 
Birmingham Hippodrome from Tuesday to Saturday, 
July 4 to 8. 

Earlier this month the play adapted from Mark 
Haddon’s best seller by Simon Stephens ended its run 
in the West End after nearly five successful years. 

The National Theatre production directed by 
Marianne Elliott picked up a record-breaking seven 
Oliver Awards and has been seen by more than a 
million people in London. 

A delirious and dazzling blend of maths, technology, 


drama and humour, it tells of teenager Christopher 
Boone, who has an extraordinary brain that means 
he is brilliant at maths but ill-equipped to deal with 
everyday life. His investigation into the killing of a 
neighbour’s dog turns his life upside down. 

Playing the role of Christopher in Birmingham will 
be Scott Reid, recently seen in BBCTV comedy Still 
Game. 

National Theatre producer Kash Bennett said: “We 
were overwhelmed by the enthusiastic reception from 
audiences around the UK and Ireland when we toured 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time in 
2014-15, playing to almost 400,000 people, and are 
delighted to take this beautiful and inventive show to 
new venues and make a return to others.” 

See www.birminghamhippodrome.com or call 0844 
338 5000. 


Focus on daring 
shows in festival 



BE Festival, Birmingham’s 
summer festival of 
international performing 
arts, returns to Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre from 
Tuesday to Saturday, July 4 
to 8. 

It is a celebration that showcases 
daring new theatre, dance and 
circus from Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Switzerland, France, Germany, 
Greece and beyond. 

Organisers say that in the 
wake of the Brexit referendum, 
organisations such as BE Festival 
has a greater responsibility to 
maintain bridges with the wider 
artistic community. 

Highlights include Asingleline, 


from Germany, an outdoor project 
that will literally stretch a single 
two-kilometre line of red tape from 
Ladywood over parks and roads 
into Birmingham Rep. 

British Enough?, from Uzbekistan 
and the UK, is a new piece of 
immersive theatre that plays with 
the idea of the British Citizenship 
Test. Anatomia Publica, from Spain 
and France, is a story of strange 
relationships in the aftermath of war 
told through movement. 

Highlights in the main evening 
theatre programme include 
Portraits and Short Stories by 
Dutch company Panama Pictures, 
who combine a daring use of ropes, 
trampolines, and acrobatics. Ode 
Ensemble’s show Revolt Athens 
is a unique city guide that looks at 


the living and breathing reality of 
Greece’s capital. 

Out of the competition of the 
main festival, Animal Religion 
from Spain present their show 
Indomador, pictured, in which a 
circus ringmaster performs daring 
feats, whilst attempting to control 
his inner animal, a comical yet 
punchy comment on identity. 

Miguel Oyarzun, co-director 
of BE Festival, said: “Here, in the 
inclusive city of Birmingham, the 
multifaceted cultural identities and 
creativity of a continent will once 
again be celebrated.” 

There is a whole festival pass for 
£100 (£60 without dinner) or day/ 
evening passes for £22, £14 or £12 
concessions. See www.befestival, 
org or www.birmingham-rep.co.uk 


Kemp converses 
and Decker rocks 


An Audience with Martin 

Kemp on Tuesday evening ,* 

at the Robin 2 in Bilston j • "'’X 

includes an hour-long a f V \ 

question and answer f 1 

session at the seated I I 

event. The 55-year-old, 1 ip" 4 r « 

pictured, found fame \ 

as a pop heartthrob in SJp 

Spandau Ballet in the 

1980s, played EastEnders 

villain Steve Owen and was 

recently a judge on talent show Let It Shine. 

Another ‘80s icon, Carol Decker, fronts her band 
T’Pau in concert at the Robin 2 on July 6. 

See therobin.co.uk or call 01902 401211. 


Just Floyd ready for 
a chilled-out Sunday 

Fans of Pink Floyd can chill out to an afternoon of 
their favourite sounds when tribute band Just Floyd 
play at Bilston’s Robin 2 venue at 1pm on Sunday, 
focussing on the era of Dark Side of the Moon, Wish 
You Were Here and The Wall. 

The same venue hosts Irish blues band Crow Black 
Chicken on Monday and a four-band bill of Midlands 
metal on Wednesday with Electus, Wakedown, Crows 
& Crosses and Michael Pritchard. More home grown 
hard rock can be heard on Saturday at the Slade 
Rooms in Wolverhampton when Our World Below 
top a five-band bill also featuring Master’s Call, My 
Brother The Wolf, Rustlung and Enemy Of Atlas. 

On Sunday there is contemporary Nashville country 
music at the Slade Rooms from duo Jon Stone and 
Kristy Osmunson, known as American Young. 


x\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\^^^ 



m FOURWAYS 


All major sports events shown live! 





Sandwell MBC 
5 Band Food Hygiene Rating 




Family Atmosphere and Dining Area 
Sports Channels on Multi Flat Screen TVs 

Kitchen Opening Hours 
Mon - Fri 4.00pm - 11.00pm 
Sat-Sun 12.00pm- 11.00pm 


A Great Night Out. . . for Family and Friends 


PORTWAY HILL, ROWLEY REGIS, WEST MIDLANDS B65 9DD 
TEL: 0121 559 4394 
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Melvyn Bragg on TV: The Box 
that Changed the World 
(BBC2, 9pm) 

Ken Loach, Joan Bakewell, 
Trevor Phillips, Michael Grace, 
Martha Kearney, Ed Balls, Lyse 
Doucet and Alex Crawford join 
Melvyn Bragg as he explores 
the extraordinary impact British 
television has made on the 
nation's culture since its first 
great unifying moment - the 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II 
in 1953. Filmed at Bafta, Bragg 
and his interviewees highlight 
the way television has reflected 
and influenced Great Britain 
has a whole, challenging 
authority, redefining celebrity, 
and evolving the concept of 
democracy. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Tennis from 
Eastbourne. The AEGON International 
final. 3.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 

3.30 Film: Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade. (1989) Action adventure 
sequel, starring Harrison Ford and Sean 
Connery. 5.25 BBC News. 5.35 Regional 
Programme. 5.45 Pointless Celebrities. 
(R) 

6.30 Doctor Who. Peter Capaldi’s 
tenure as the Doctor draws close 
to its conclusion, as the 
Mondasian Cybermen rise. Not 
seen since the classic, pre-2005 
series, the original Cybermen 
came from Mondas, “Earth’s twin 
planet”, and posed a fearsome 
threat to the Time Lord and his 
companions. Now, as these 
sinister cyborgs begin a new 
conquest, and the Doctor makes a 
final stand to protect a tiny band of 
humans from utter destruction. 
Pearl Mackie and Matt Lucas also 
star as Bill and Nardole, Michelle 
Gomez reprises her role as Missy, 
while John Simm puts in an 
appearance as the Master. Last in 
the series. 

7.30 Pitch Battle. Mel Giedroyc hosts 
the third heat of the choral music 
contest, as six more choirs and 
vocal groups battle for a place in 
the Grand Final. This week, young 
chamber choir Tring Park, musical 
theatre enthusiasts 16, a capella 
group Oxford Alternotives, 
classical quintet Vox-Xover, all¬ 
female pop outfit Vocalities, and 
Dublin barbershop chorus The 
Ramparts all seek to impress 
judges Gareth Malone, Kelis, and 
guest adjudicator Joe Jonas. Plus, 
Pitch Battle’s resident music 
director Deke Sharon opens the 
contest with a musical mash-up. 

9.00 Casualty. Sam steps down as 
medical director to take a more 
hands-on role in the ED, and a 
feisty patient pushes Dylan over 
the edge as he struggles to cope in 
the wake of Cal’s death. 

9.50 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.10 Film: Avengers Assemble. (2012) 
Iron Man, Thor, Captain America 
and the Hulk join forces to defend 
Earth from an alien invasion. 
Superhero adventure, starring 
Robert Downey Jr. 

12.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.30 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 AtoZ of TV Gardening. (R) 6.55 
Film: Carnival Story. (1954) 8.30 Film: 
The Maggie. (1954) 10.00 Monty Halls’ 
Great Irish Escape. (R) 11.00 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 Food & 
Drink. (R) 12.30 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.15 
Peter O’Toole: Talking Pictures. (R) 2.00 
Film: Kidnapped. (1960) Historical 
adventure, starring Peter Finch. 3.30 
Money for Nothing. (R) 4.15 Flog It! The 
team visit Blackpool Tower Circus. (R) 
5.00 Gardeners’ World. Rachel de Thame 
investigates how gardeners can aid 
honey bee conservation. (R) 

6.00 The Day the Dinosaurs Died. An 
expedition to determine if an 
asteroid strike 66 million years 
ago triggered a catastrophe 
that killed off the dinosaurs and 
wiped out 75 per cent of all life on 
Earth. (R) 

7.00 Nature’s Wildest Weapons: 

Horns, Tusks and Antlers: Natural 
World. Professor Doug Emlen 
examines how animals use their 
bodies as weapons, from 
elephants to rhinoceros beetles, 
assessing whether they are more 
than just instruments of blunt 
force. (R) 

8.00 Manchester International 
Festival: Everyone Welcome. 

Lemn Sissay tours Manchester’s 
biennial international arts festival, 
which features more than 60 new 
works by local and international 
artists. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Frazer is asked to 
look after the platoon’s Lewis gun, 
but finds himself in hot water 
when he misplaces the spring - 
and fears it is has been left inside a 
coffin. (R) 

9.00 Melvyn Bragg on TV: The 
Box that Changed the World. 

Melvyn Bragg is joined by 
celebrity guests as he explores the 
impact television has made 
on British culture since the 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 
1953. 

11.00 Film: Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll. 

(2010) Biopic of influential punk 
singer Ian Dury, focusing on the 
impact his rise to fame and volatile 
personality had on his relationship 
with his son. With Andy Serkis and 
Bill Milner. 

12.50 Film: The Deep. (2012) A trawler 
crewman swims to shore after his vessel 
capsizes, but is tormented by survivors' 
guilt. Fact-based drama, with Olafur Darri 
Olafsson and Johann G Johannsson. 

2.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods.(R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The 
Home Game. (R) 10.25 Film: Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. 

(2001) 1.15 ITV News; Weather. 1.30 
ITV Racing: Live from Newcastle. 
Coverage from Newcastle and 
Newmarket. 4.00 The Chase. (R) 5.00 
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs. (R) 

5.30 Little Big Shots US. 

6.25 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.35 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Catchphrase. Contestants Amy, 
Anthony and Abby join Stephen 
Mulhern to “see it and say it”, as 
they try to guess the familiar 
phrases hidden in animated clues. 
After the first elimination, the two 
remaining players battle to reach 
the Super Catchphrase round, 
where one of them could win 
£50,000. 

7.30 The Voice Kids. The junior version 
of the singing talent contest 
continues, as Emma Willis ushers 
more youngsters between the 
ages of eight and 14 to the stage 
for a chance at stardom. With the 
Blind Auditions now beyond their 
halfway point, the pressure is on 
forjudges William, Danny Jones 
and Pixie Lott to finish filling their 
teams ahead of the battle rounds. 

9.00 Film: Quantum of Solace. (2008) 
James Bond sets out on a personal 
mission of vengeance as he 
pursues the secret criminal 
organisation Quantum. His search 
leads him to the head of an 
ecological corporation, who is 
plotting to orchestrate a coup in a 
Latin American country to get his 
hands on a precious natural 
resource. Spy thriller sequel, 
starring Daniel Craig, Olga 
Kurylenko, Judi Dench, Gemma 
Arterton and Mathieu Amalric. 

11.05 ITV News; Weather. 

11.25 Rebound. Sean Fletcher hosts the 
quickfire quiz that tests the general 
knowledge of six contestants, who 
go head to head in a bid to walk 
away with a big cash prize. (R) 

12.25 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 6.35 
Mobil 1 The Grid. 7.05 Motor Sport: 
Ypres Rally. 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.25 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.55 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.20 The Simpsons. (R) 11.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.20 The Simpsons. (R) 

12.50 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.25 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 1.55 Four in a Bed. (R) 2.30 
Four in a Bed. (R) 3.00 Four in a Bed. (R) 

3.35 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 

4.35 Big House, Little House. 5.35 
Kirstie and Phil’s Love It or List It. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Autistic Gardener. Alan 
Gardner comes to the aid of two 
families in London that are seeking 
to transform their adjoining back 
gardens into one big playground 
for their children. Claire and Tim, 
and their neighbours Jess and Karl 
have four boys between them, and 
while they all agree the space 
should provide the kids with a safe 
space to play, Claire and Tim seek 
a romantic plot, while Jess and 
Karl would like to bring a touch of 
the Mediterranean to their home. 
Plus, Alan heads to Austin, Texas, 
where he finds an unusual source 
of inspiration for this project - in 
the form of a jumbo jet engine. 

Last in the series. 

8.00 Film: Life of Pi. (2012) A writer 
interviews a man about the 
extraordinary events of his life. He 
describes his childhood in India, 
living in the zoo run by his father, 
and how the family and their 
animals were forced to relocate 
to Canada when he was a 
teenager. However, during the sea 
voyage, the ship sank and he was 
left adrift in a small boat with a 
ferocious tiger. Ang Lee’s 
adventure based on Yann Martel’s 
novel, starring Suraj Sharmaand 
Irrfan Khan. 

10.25 Film: Last Vegas. (2013) Four 
sixtysomething friends decide to 
relive their wild youth with a trip to 
Las Vegas. Comedy, with Michael 
Douglas, Robert De Niro, Morgan 
Freeman and Kevin Kline. 

12.30 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell. (R) 1.15 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Hunter is 
devastated by Neeta’s decision. 3.15 
Ackley Bridge. (R) 4.10 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.05 Kirstie’s Fill 
Your House for Free. (R) 5.15 Fifteen to 
One. (R) 


AY’S TV JULY 1 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.15 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.50 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 11.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.10 The Great British 
Benefits Handout. (R) 2.10 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

3.10 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 4.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 5.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 

6.00 5 News Weekend. 

6.05 Funniest Dogs Behaving Badly. 

Comedians Des Clarke and Katy 
Brand present a selection of the 
internet’s most popular videos 
featuring dogs, including one with 
a pooch dressed in a tarantula 
costume. (R) 

7.00 Blind Date. Paul O’Grady seeks a 
would-be sweetheart for Arnold, 
who emigrated from Africa to 
Manchester, and served with the 
British Army in Afghanistan for 
nearly five years. Arnold’s idea of a 
perfect date would involve a spin 
on the London Eye, and Paul gives 
three ladies a chance to woo the 
gentlemanly soldier. Meanwhile, 
finance director Gemma - also 
from Manchester - seeks an 
adventurous Prince Charming to 
settle down and start a family with. 
Plus, the host catches up with last 
week’s couples, to find out 
whether that initial spark of 
attraction could develop into 
something more. 

8.00 Greatest Celebrity Wind-Ups 
Ever! Joe Pasquale revisits 
hilarious celebrity pranks, with 
first-hand accounts from the 
people responsible for staging the 
tricks, and the unfortunate stars 
on the receiving end. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, revealing how the 
housemates are getting on under 
the all-seeing eye of Big Brother, 
featuring the latest tasks, games, 
arguments, laughs, diary room 
visits and bedroom chit-chat. 
Narrated by Marcus Bentley. 

10.05 Moments That Rocked Talent 
Shows. A journey through the 
instances that rocked the genre 
and the fall-out that followed. (R) 

11.30 Lip Sync Battle UK: Rufus Hound 
vJorgie Porter. (R) 

11.55 Access. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Vampire 
Academy. (2014) 4.50 Great Artists. (R) 
5.15 Wildlife SOS.(R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Britain and the Sea 8.00 Nature’s 
Great Events 9.00 Film: Kon-Tiki (2012) 

10.50 Top of the Pops: 1984 11.50 Old 
Grey Whistle Test: 70’s Gold 1.20 The 
Who at the Electric Proms 2.10 Totally 
British: 70s Rock ’n’ Roll 3.10 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 Take Me Out 12.10 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold Harry’s Favourites 1.10 
Film: Dragonheart (1996) 2.15 FYI Daily 

2.20 Film: Dragonheart (1996) 3.10 
Film: Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 4.10 FYI 
Daily 4.15 Film: Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 
5.00 Film: Rubber (1997) 6.00 FYI Daily 
6.05 Film: Rubber (1997) 6.50 Film: The 
Wedding Planner (2001) 7.50 FYI Daily 
7.55 Film: The Wedding Planner (2001) 
9.00 Love Island: The Weekly Hot List 
10.00 Celebrity Juice 10.50 Family Guy 

12.20 American Dad! 12.45 Film: Get 
Him to the Greek (2010) 1.45 FYI Daily 

1.50 Film: Get Him to the Greek (2010) 
2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.40 Inspector Morse 1.55 Hans 
Christian Andersen: My Life as a Fairy 
Tale 3.50 Wycliffe 4.55 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.05 Law & 
Order: UK 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Film: Rio Bravo (1959) 12.05 FYI 
Daily 12.10 Film: Rio Bravo (1959) 2.00 
Tour de France Live. Coverage of stage 
one. 6.00 Storage Wars 7.00 Tour de 
France Highlights 8.00 The Big Fish Off 
9.00 Film: Eraser (1996) 10.00 FYI Daily 
10.05 Film: Eraser (1996) 11.20 Film: 
Total Recall (1990) 12.20 FYI Daily 12.25 
Film: Total Recall (1990) 1.35 Tour de 
France Highlights 2.35 Counting Cars 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 The Goldbergs 1.55 Film: Tooth 
Fairy (2010) 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: Thor (2011) 10.15The 
Inbetweeners 11.20 Gogglebox 1.30 
Tattoo Fixers 2.25 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 3.10 The Inbetweeners 4.05 
How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

11.00 Stuart Little (1999) 1.00 Hugo 
(2011) 3.25 Dunston Checks In (1996) 

5.10 The Rewrite (2014) 7.20 Chronicle 
(2012) 9.00 Bad Neighbours (2014) A 
suburban couple enter into a vicious 
game of one-upmanship with the raucous 
student household living next door. 
Comedy, starring Seth Rogen. 10.50 
Extraterrestrial (2014) 12.55 Five Deadly 
Venoms (1978)3.05 Close 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


FANTASTIC CARVERY 7 DAYS A WEEK 



T hey always say never 
judge a book by its cover 
so we decided to check 
out The Park Lane Tavern 
in Colley Gate, and I have 
to say what was on offer in 
there was a total surprise. 



It serves a carvery option 7 days a week 
from midday which consists of a choice of 
4 meats, turkey, beef, pork and gammon 
and accompanied by stuffing, Yorkshire 
puddings and up to 12 vegetables, topped 
off with what they call their “secret recipe 
gravy” known also as what mother used to 
make! All this for just £4.99 fora lunchtime 
meal or £5.99 evenings and Saturdays 
and £7.99 for Sunday lunch represents 
extremely good value by today’s standards. 


They also don’t forget their mini diners 
with ‘Kids Eat Free’ Monday to Saturday 
between 3pm and 6pm and during school 
holidays it’s All Day Monday to Saturday. 

But it doesn’t stop their they also have 
a full main menu consisting of the classic 
pub favourites such as steaks, mixed 
grills, burgers and fish and chips, where 
the fish would not be out of place in any 
issue of ‘Moby Dick’. To finish is there very 
tempting dessert menu, that’s if you have 
room after the size of meals you get at The 
Park Lane Tavern. 

Then if that’s not enough choice for you 
you can also choose for the breakfast which 
is served Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
08.30am until 11.00am. Their breakfast is 
a buffet style ‘All you can eat’ with enough 
choice to satisfy any diner from eggs 2 
ways, bacon, sausage, mushrooms, baked 
beans, hash browns, black pudding, 
grilled fresh tomatoes, toast & fried bread. 



There’s even jam for your toast if you still 
not full after all that. 

Half Price Monday 

They also host special evenings like their 
‘Half Price Monday’ which has proven 
to be very popular, and why not, already 
reasonably priced selected main meals off 
their main menu (which includes steaks) at 
half price served between 5pm and 8pm 
every Monday. Also their psychic evenings 
where for £15 you get a reading from a 
medium and a carvery, for those believers 
amongst you that must be a bargain. 


You get a very friendly feeling when you 
enter The Park Lane Tavern and that’s 
mostly down to the staff. Happy to see you 
and always keen to help. They have a lot of 
regular customers and it’s been known for 
a customer’s drink to be poured and waiting 
for them before they reach the bar, you don’t 
see that at many places nowadays. 

There are no airs or graces at The Park 
Lane Tavern, you get delicious food at 
great prices served by happy staff in a 
comfortable environment. No wonder this 
place has people returning time after time. 

























CHOICE 



George Best: All By Himself 
(BBC2, 9pm) 

Documentary telling the story of 
the reserved young football 
prodigy from Belfast who 
became a global superstar, 
but whose career was blighted 
by his battle with the pressures 
of fame. The film reveals how 
the player dubbed El Beatle 
helped Manchester United to 
win two league titles and the 
European Cup, but his 
extravagant lifestyle led to 
various problems, most notably 
alcoholism. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 

Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 

11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Homes Under the 

Hammer. (R) 2.00 Money for Nothing. 

(R) 2.45 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.45 

Eat Well for Less? (R) 4.45 Songs of 

Praise. 5.20 Sue Barker: Our 

Wimbledon. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison meets a 
family making natural cordials and 
presses using their own 
elderflowers, before visiting 
Worcester Cathedral to catch a 
glimpse of its lesser horseshoe 
bats, thought to be the only urban 
population in the country. Adam 
Henson heads to the Peak District 
and explains why he has decided 
to send his beef cattle to an animal 
sanctuary in Norfolk rather than 
the slaughterhouse. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. The roving 
team values more decorative 
objects and rarities belonging to 
the public. 

9.00 Poldark. A grain ship is raided by 
starving villagers, and George 
arranges a harsh punishment for 
the desperate peasants while 
throwing a lavish Christmas party 
to impress the local gentry. 
Caroline hears news that the 
Admiralty has arranged for the 
release of the British officers, but 
Ross is not convinced, lamenting 
the loss of Wheal Leisure to 
George, and having seen miners 
broken by the terms of their 
labour. Demelza gives birth to a 
daughter, and warns Morwenna 
against a relationship with Drake. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Miranda Hart - My What I Call 
Live Show. A filmed performance 
from the comedian’s nationwide 
stand-up tour, combining stand- 
up comedy, sketches, songs and 
dance and featuring anecdotes 
ranging from flatulent first dates to 
socially inept children. (R) 

11.30 The Week the Landlords Moved 
In. A transformative series 
challenging some of Britain’s most 
successful landlords to spend an 
eye-opening week living in one of 
their own rental properties. (R) 

12.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.35 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.20 The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.05 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.05 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.35 Countryfile. 

(R) 9.35 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 
11.05 Wimbledon 2016 Review. 12.00 
Athletics: Diamond League Highlights. 

I. 00 Athletics: World Championship 
Team Trials. Live coverage from 
Alexander Stadium in Birmingham. 5.00 
Inside the Factory: How Our Favourite 
Foods Are Made. (R) 

6.00 The Fifteen Billion Pound 

Railway: The Final Countdown. 
Part one of two. Return of the 
documentary about the 
construction of the Crossrail train 
line linking east and west London, 
following those racing to complete 
the work in time for the first trains 
to run in May. Engineer Linda 
Miller and her team must battle 
ancient fault lines that threaten the 
Farringdon station site with 
flooding, while construction 
workers build innovative floating 
rail tracks directly under the 
Barbican Concert Hall. Julian 
Barratt narrates. (R) 

7.00 Dragons’ Den. The panel assesses 
more money-spinning ideas, 
including an unusual coffee lid, a 
range of coconut-based products, 
and a safety device for hairstyling 
gadgets. Evan Davis presents. (R) 
8.00 The Life Swap Adventure. A 

daredevil Tennessee cowboy and a 
fun-loving Welsh office worker - 
both heirs to their lucrative family 
businesses-trade places hoping 
to find a new perspective on their 
lives. 

9.00 Film: George Best: All By 

Himself. (2016) Documentary 
telling the story of the reserved 
young football prodigy from 
Belfast who became a global 
superstar, but whose career was 
blighted by his battle with the 
pressures of fame. The film 
reveals how the player dubbed El 
Beatle helped Manchester United 
to win two league titles and the 
European Cup, but his extravagant 
lifestyle led to various problems, 
most notably alcoholism. 

10.30 Mock the Week. (R) 

II. 05 White Gold. Vincent finds himself 

kicked out of his family home, and 
Lavender is drawn back into the 
world of rock and roll as he has his 
own career crisis. (R) 

11.35 Film: Burke & Hare. (2010) 

1.00 Sign Zone: Duestion Time. (R) 2.00 
Holby City. (R) 3.00 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods.(R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 
8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
Judge Rinder. (R) 10.20 Judge Rinder. 
(R) 11.20 Tipping Point. (R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.35 Babushka. (R) 

I. 35 The Voice Kids. (R) 3.05 Bear Grylls 
Survival School. (R) 3.30 Film: Hulk. 
(2003) Comic-strip adventure, starring 
Eric Bana. 

6.05 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Live 2017 FIFA Confederations 
Cup. The final (Kick-off 7.00pm). 
Coverage of the showpiece match 
from Saint Petersburg Stadium in 
Russia. Brazil produced a fine 
performance in front of their own 
fans four years ago to lift the 
trophy after defeating then world 
and European champions Spain 
3-0, with Fred scoring early goals 
in each half and player of the 
tournament Neymar also finding 
the net. Subsequent programmes 
subject to change. 

9.30 The Loch. Craig Petrie becomes a 
suspect in both murders, and 
Blake assists in questioning him. 
However, he quickly turns the 
tables on the police and casts 
doubt on Leighton’s innocence. 
Annie investigates his claims 
further, and her loyalty to Leighton 
is shaken when she discovers his 
alibi is a lie. Smilie tries to comfort 
Jonjo’s father, but is rejected. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Lethal Weapon. As Riggs’ 

attachment to Karen Palmer 
deepens, so do his impulsive 
actions - a cause of further 
concern for Captain Avery. Clayne 
Crawford and Kevin Rahm star. (R) 

II. 45 Take Me Out. Men try to impress 

30 single women and win a date - 
but must get the female 
participants to keep their lights on 
as a sign of approval. Paddy 
McGuinness presents. (R) 

12.40 Jackpot247. Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live interactive 
gaming from the comfort of their sofas, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Motorsport UK. Action from Oulton 
Park. 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 6.35 
3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 
Frasier. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 Eating 
Well with Hemsley + Hemsley. 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Eat the Week. 

1.30 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. 
(R) 2.30 Film: Dante’s Peak. (1997) 4.35 
A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 5.35 
Homes by the Sea. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Grand Designs. Kevin McCloud 
follows software executive Andy 
and garden designer Nicki, who 
are planning to build a “floating” 
house on the Thames, which 
would be the first of its kind in the 
UK. Their architect has come up 
with an ambitious, experimental 
design that would see the whole 
property magically rise up with the 
flood waters. However, no one 
knows whether it will work, and 
the project soon becomes bogged 
down in the logistical challenges 
of bringing to fruition such a 
complex structure on a small 
island that is only accessible by a 
narrow footbridge. (R) 

8.00 Dunkirk: The New Evidence. 
Documentary examining the 
famous Second World War 
evacuation of Allied soldiers - 
codenamed Operation Dynamo- 
from the beaches of Dunkirk, 
France, between May 26 and June 
4,1940. 

9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. When a 
trade delegation from Mexico 
comes to Gilead, Offred discovers 
several shocking secrets. Serena 
Joy reflects on her marriage and 
the role she played in Gilead’s 
inception. Drama based on the 
novel by Margaret Atwood and set 
in the dystopia of Gilead, a 
totalitarian society in what was 
formerly part of the United States. 
Starring Elisabeth Moss and 
Yvonne Strahovski. 

10.158 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the words-and- 
numbers quiz, as Jon Richardson 
and David O’Doherty take on 
Johnny Vegas and Jamie Laing. 
Holly Walsh helps out in Dictionary 
Corner. (R) 

11.10Film: Trance. (2013) Crime 
thriller, starring James McAvoy. 

1.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 1.50 The Last Leg. (R) 2.45 KOTV 
Boxing Weekly. 3.15 Gillette World 
Sport. 3.40 Mobil 1 The Grid. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Pip Ahoy! 6.10 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.15 Milkshake! 
Bop Box. (R) 6.20 Mr Men. 6.30 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.40 
Wissper. (R) 6.50 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.00 
Bob the Builder. (R) 7.15 Fireman Sam. 
(R) 7.25 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 

7.30 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 7.35 
Paw Patrol. (R) 7.50 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. 8.10 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 8.25 Wissper. (R) 8.40 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.55 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.15 Little 
Princess. (R) 9.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 

10.00 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 

(R) 10.15 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 

10.55 The Gadget Show. (R) 11.45 
Police Interceptors. (R) 12.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.40 Film: Made of 
Honor. (2008) 4.40 Film: 13 Going on 
30. (2004) 5.40 5 News Update. 5.45 
Film: 13 Going on 30. (2004) 

6.30 Film: The Flintstones. (1994) 
Blue-collar caveman Fred 
Flintstone is promoted to manager 
and gets embroiled in an 
embezzlement plot. Live-action 
version of the cartoon comedy, 
with John Goodman and Rick 
Moranis. 

8.05 That’s So 1984. A look at the year 
that saw the Brighton hotel 
bombing, Torvill and Dean win 
gold at the Winter Olympics with 
their famous Bolero routine, the 
death of comedian Eric 
Morecambe and Virgin Atlantic 
Airways make its inaugural flight. 
Featuring hits by Black Lace, Cyndi 
Lauper, Sade and Frankie Goes to 
Hollywood. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, featuring the latest 
tasks, games, arguments, laughs, 
diary room visits and bedroom 
chit-chat. Narrated by Marcus 
Bentley. 

10.05 OMG. The story of a woman who 
has made several extreme changes 
to her body, including amputating 
a finger. Plus, people with large 
amounts of body piercing and 
tattoos. 

11.05 Film: The Vow. (2012) A woman 
wakes up after a car crash with no 
memory of her husband, who tries 
to get her to fall in love with him 
again. Romantic drama, with 
Rachel McAdams. 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Handmade in Japan: Samurai 
Sword 7.30 Handmade in Japan: The 
Kimono 8.00 Handmade in Japan: 

Pottery 8.30 Schonbrunn Summer Night 
Concert from Vienna 10.00 Oink: Man 
Loves Pig - Storyville 11.20 Climate 
Change by Numbers 12.35 Darwin’s 
Struggle: The Evolution of the Origin of 
Species 1.35 Nature’s Great Events 2.35 
Boxing at the Movies: Kings of the Ring 
3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.15 The Voice Kids 12.45 Film: The 
Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 

1.45 FYI Daily 1.50 Film: The Flintstones 
in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 2.35 Film: A 
Cinderella Story (2004) 3.35 FYI Daily 
3.40 Film: A Cinderella Story (2004) 

4.30 Film: Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory (2005) 5.30 FYI Daily 5.35 Film: 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (2005) 

6.45 Film: Step Up 3 (2010) 7.45 FYI 
Daily 7.50 Film: Step Up 3 (2010) 9.00 
Love Island 10.00 Love Island: Aftersun 
11.00 Family Guy 12.30 American Dad! 

I. 55 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.25 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

II. 25 The Darling Buds of May 12.40 
Bertie and Elizabeth 2.50 Wycliffe 3.55 
Foyle’s War 6.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
8.00 The Booze Cruise 10.05 Law & 
Order: UK 12.05 Wire in the Blood 3.30 
May the Best House Win 5.10 Rising 
Damp 5.35 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

11.00 Tour de France Live. 4.45 Hat-Trick 
Heroes 5.00 Pawn Stars 6.00 Fierce 7.00 
Tour de France Highlights 8.00 The 
Chase: Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: The 
Deer Hunter (1978) 10.05 FYI Daily 
10.10 Film: The Deer Hunter (1978) 

12.45 The Football Mavericks 1.45 Tour 
de France Highlights 2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.00 The Goldbergs 12.30 Film: Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off (1986) 2.35 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 The Crystal Maze: 
Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: The 
Inbetweeners Movie (2011) 11.00 Film: 
Underworld: Awakening (2012) 12.45 
Rude Tube 1.50 8 Out of 10 Cats 2.35 
How I Met Your Mother 3.20 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 The Ladykillers (1955) 1.00 The 
Parent Trap (1961) 3.35 Moomins on the 
Riviera (2014) 5.10 Evolution (2001) 

7.20 Airplane! (1980) 9.00 The 
Monuments Men (2014) 11.20 Monsters 
(2010) 1.10 Bullhead (2011) 3.50 Close 



oif our main menu 5pm - 8pm to 
include steak and grills 

CARVERY SERVO ALL DAY EVERY DAY 

Mon - Sat 12pm - 8pm, Sun 12 - 8pm 

Kids Eat Free Carvery Under 12's (with paying adult) 

KIDS EAT FREE. MON-FRI AFTER 3PM, SAT-SUN ALL DAY 


ALLYOUCANtATBUFFETSTYlE 

r> A A F* HOT DRINKS AVAILABLE 
^ICatiUUU 1 /I /\ lZ FRIDAY, SATURDAY 

€>nip s.3o^ u ^am 



Follow us on J Facebook & □ Trip Advisor We now take bookings 
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FILM CHOICES 


It’s no song and Dance for 
Charles in returning series 


D uring an interview with the 
Metro in 2013, actor Charles 
Dance was asked about the 
public’s perception of him as upper- 
class. 

“It’s a complete misconception - 
there’s nothing aristocratic about 
me,” he insisted. 

“Some of it is down to how my 
face is put together. I’m not typecast 
to the extent that someone who has 
played the same character on a 
soap opera for 25 years would be.” 

But despite his protestations, the 
tall, sandy-haired actor doesn’t 
deny he has made a career out of 
playing aristocratic and/or 
bureaucratic characters, mostly 
villains. 

“I’ve earned a reasonably good 
living from it,” he added. 

Dance was born in Redditch, 
Worcestershire, in 1946-the son of 
Eleanor (nee Perks) and Walter 
Dance. 

Growing up in Plymouth, he 
attended Widey Technical School 
for Boys in Crownhill and later 
attended The Leicester College of 


Arts (now known as De Montfort 
University), where he studied 
Graphic Design and Photography. 

Dance developed a taste for the 
theatre by listening to two elderly 
actors who ran a pub in his Dover 
neighbourhood. He became a 
member of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company during the mid-to-late- 
1970s and was in many of their 
productions in London and 
Stratford. 

Dance made his TV debut in 1974, 
in BBC mystery series Father 
Brown, but his big break came 10 
years later when he played the role 
of Guy Perron in The Jewel in the 
Crown, an adaptation of Paul 
Scott’s novels that also made stars 
of Geraldine James and Art Malik. 

Since then, he has also starred in 
many other British TV dramas such 
as Edward the Seventh, Murder 
Rooms, Randall and Hopkirk, 
Rebecca, The Phantom of the 
Opera, Fingersmith and Bleak 
House (for which he received an 
Emmy nomination). 

He also played Guy Spencer, the 


pro-Hitler propagandist, in Foyle’s 
War, had an ongoing role as Dr 
Maltravers in ITV drama Trinity, 
made a guest appearance in BBC 
drama Merlin, and played a 
vainglorious version of himself in 
Jam & Jerusalem. 

In 2010, he signed up to play 
Havelock Vetinari in Sky’s 
adaptation of Terry Pratchett’s 
Going Postal, before then securing 
what would be one of his most 
memorable roles-Tywin Lannister 
in HBO’s hit fantasy series Game of 
Thrones. 

As Dance says, the aristocratic 
world he tends to inhabit on screen 
is nothing like his own background, 
and we find out all about it as the 
new series of genealogy show Who 
Do You Think You Are? begins 
tonight. 

Dance’s mother Eleanor was an 
under-house parlour maid and he 
wants to find out if he comes from a 
long line of servants, or if he can 
uncover some grander origins. 

The actor is also determined to 
learn about his engineer father. 



Who Do You Think You Are?, Thursday, BBC1,9pm 

BEST OF THE 



MONDAY 

Stalking Elizabeth, Channel 5,3.20pm 

After the death of her daughter, a woman tries to 
regain a sense of normality by returning to teaching. 
However, she is assigned a mentor who develops an 
unsettling obsession for her. Drama, starring Jes 
Macallan, Aaron Douglas and Nic Bishop. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

Presumed Dead in Paradise, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A teenager is invited to spend a holiday on a Pacific 
island with her stepmother, and seemingly drowns. 
She survives her brush with death and swims to 
shore, only to discover her stepmother may have 
arranged the accident. As she investigates, she 
uncovers a sinister conspiracy with links to her dead 
father. Thriller, starring Malese Jow. (2013) 

WEDNESDAY 

In the Dark, Channel 5,3.20pm 

A woman is blinded following an accident in which her 
husband and child are killed. She employs a nurse as 
a carer, only to discover he has developed a 
dangerous obsession with her, which turns violent as 
she begins to regain her independence. Thriller, 
starring Elisabeth Rohm. (2013) 



THURSDAY 

George Best: All By Himself, BBC2,11.15pm 

Documentary telling the story of the reserved young 
football prodigy from Belfast who became a global 
superstar, but whose career was blighted by his battle 
with the pressures of fame. The film reveals how the 
player dubbed El Beatle helped Manchester United to 
win two league titles and the European Cup, but his 
extravagant lifestyle led to various problems, most 
notably alcoholism. (2016) 

FRIDAY 

Begin Again, BBC1,11.05pm 

A singer-songwriter is left cast adrift when her 
boyfriend leaves her after becoming a star. While 
performing in New York’s East Village, she meets a 
record company executive whose career is in tatters, 
beginning a collaboration that turns both their lives 
around. Comedy drama, starring Keira Knightley and 
Mark Ruffalo. (2013) 


MONDAY 

The Betrayed Girls 
BBC1,8.30pm 

The 2012 trial of nine Asian men who were found 
guilty of the grooming, rape and sex trafficking of 
teenage girls in Rochdale shocked the nation - and 
five years on, the case continues to cause outrage. 
In May, the BBC broadcast Three Girls, a powerful 
drama which explored how the girls were let down 
by the authorities. Now this feature-length 
documentary hears from the real people at the 
heart of the story. It includes testimony from the 
victims as well as those who spoke out for them. 

TUESDAY 

Life Behind Bars: Visiting Hour 
Channel 4,9pm 

The UK’s prison population is an at all-time high, 
with over 86,000 people behind bars - which 
suggests that there’s also a growing number of 
people visiting jailed loved ones. Cameras have 
been given unprecedented access to the visiting 
room at HMP Low Moss, one of the largest 
maximum-security prisons in Scotland, to see how 
the inmates doing hard time can try to reconnect 
with the lives they once had, even if it’s just for 60 
minutes. Among the stories featured are that of 
Gary and Charley, who aren’t letting a lack of a 


release date stand in the way of their wedding 
planning, while Mike receives a visit from his aging 
father, who he realises might not live to see him 
released. The programme also hears from wardens 
and staff about the importance of visiting hour. 

WEDNESDAY 
Joanna Lumley’s India 
ITV, 9pm 

Despite being most people’s idea of the 
quintessential English rose, Joanna Lumley was 
actually born in India during the last days of the 
Raj and both sides of her family called the 
country home for several generations. In her 
latest three-part series she returns to the land of 
her birth for a deeply personal journey. In tonight’s 
first episode, Joanna travels from the very 
south of the country all the way to the 
foothills of the Himalayas. In Madurai, 
she explores the dazzling Meenakshi 
temple which comes alive at night 
with religious celebration, before 
going for a hair-raising motorcycle 
ride on the winding road to the 
Valparai Plateau. Later, she has an 
encounter with a female elephant 
and her calf, before exploring the 
world’s biggest film studio 


complex, Tollywood, and finishing up four hundred 
miles north of Calcutta, in Sikkim, where her 
grandfather was stationed for many years. 

THURSDAY 


stunt ride Peter, who is the son of a circus owner 
and struggles to understand why anyone would 
want to live in just one place, and twins Esmerelda 
and Scarlett, who are already the little stars of the 
big top at the age of just two. 

FRIDAY 

The Secret World of Posh Pets 
ITV, 8pm 

In Doncaster, South Yorkshire, Bryn sets out to 
breed over £2million-worth of falcons to sell 
to the super-rich Sheikhs and princes of the 
Middle East. High-earning city boy Zane 
sets out on a Bengal cat-breeding adventure, 
producing £1,000 kittens then reinvesting the 
proceeds in a super-rare domestic black panther. 
Meanwhile, having spent £4,000 on catering, 
dresses and miniature horse drawn carriages, 
Debbie can witness her Chihuahuas Honey and 
Joey tying the knot, in what is surely the doggy 
wedding of the year. 

Peter Kay’s Comedy Shuffle 
BBC1,9pm 

The comedian, actor, writer and director recalls an 
ambitious nationwide challenge for Comic Relief 
and discusses his involvement in an armed raid 
with chat show supremo Michael Parkinson. 


Circus Kids: Our Secret World 
^Channel 5,9pm 

e children don’t have to 
\ run away to join the circus - 
they are born into it. This 
new three-part series 
ventures into a secretive 
and closely guarded world, 
steeped in centuries of 
tradition, to learn more 
about the lives of the young 
performers. It finds that 
^ while they may have 
[ freedoms that some other 
kids can only dream of, 
they also live at a 
demanding pace 
during the gruelling 
' circus season, which 
runs from February to 
November. In this 
first episode, we 
I meet 17-year-old 



Joanna Lumley’s India, Wednesday, ITV, 9pm 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 


NURSERY | TEA ROOM | GIFT SHOP | MAIL ORDER 



WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 


r V 


This special Sunday 
opening is supporting 
the National Trust's 
Kinver Edge 
Centenary Appeal & 
The Beacon Centre 
For further information 
please call us 
or visit our website 


Heavenly 
1Hydrangeas 
Now In Stock 


Canu> jod vrul ui «ir+ juft 
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- Beautiful Plants and Nursery 

-Garden Vidcj 

-Gift shop 

- Tea Room (Open - MSpmdily) 

- Outdoor ChBdrwn's Play Area 


Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 0AE Tel: 01384 401996 
Summer Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5:30pm & Sundays: 9am - 5:30pm 




Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 

153 CASTLE ROAD WEST, OLDBURY B68 DEL 


WE NAILEdIt! 




S 

P Classified 
Advertising 
j _ Works! 


To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


T 

2 

c 

3 

B 

4 

M 

5 

Y 

6 

R 

7 

s 

8 

P 

9 

L 

10 

D 

11 

G 

12 

E 

13 

X 

O 

15 

z 

16 

K 

17 

18 

H 

19 

J 

20 

A 

21 

F 

22 

Q 

23 

w 

24 

N 

25 

u 

26 

V 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

1 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

N 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. New cadet or old 
soldier (7) 

7. A patch put on a 
cuff, perhaps (5) 

9. Company that was 
floated to avoid 
liquidation (3) 

10. Nice trait, but 

somehow puzzling 

(9) 

12. Doing very well at 
a job at the Mint? 

(6,5) 

15. This side gains 
nothing but 
pleasure from its 
activities (7,4) 

17. Having the look of a 
powerful flyer (5-4) 

19. Come to a 
conclusion and 
object (3) 

21. Order a form (5) 

22. Distributors can’t 
when supplies do 
(4,3) 


Down 

1. Assumes it’s 
durable (5) 

2. Water that is about 
a hundred degrees 
lower than steam 

(3) 

3. It may be caused by 
a pin lying around 

(4) 

4. Those on this roll 
may make their 
mark (9) 

5. Relatives unite as in 
a crisis (7) 

8. A girth properly 
adjusted (6) 

11. False description of 
atheists? (9) 

13. Accustoms user in 
new process (6) 

14. Can I provide a 
friendly solution? (7) 

16. Not appropriate, 
being excessive (5) 

18. Big lake up country 

(4) 

20. Father consumes 
eastern vegetable 
(3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Lead (7) 

7. Moist (5) 

9. Breach (3) 

10. Lying down (9) 
12. Deceive (11) 
15. Piercing (11) 
17. Antagonist (9) 
19. Aged (3) 

21. Lure (5) 

22. Versus (7) 


Down 

1. Fracture (5) 

2. Perform (3) 

3. Inactive (4) 

4. Riotous (9) 

5. Worthiness (7) 
8. Apex (6) 

11. Course (9) 

13. Powerful (6) 

14. Rally (7) 

16. Embrace (5) 
18. Brink (4) 

20. Strike (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Flight of steps; 8 Officers; 

9 Ions; 10 Hunger; 12 Overdo; 14 Ascend; 

16 Thrash; 18 Star; 20 Snapshot; 22 Have a 
good mind. Down: 1 All fours; 2 Egging; 3 Stye; 

4 Offshoot; 5 Strike; 6 Open; 11 Redesign; 

13 Discount; 15 Earner; 17 Resume; 19 Tear; 

21 Amok. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Recrimination; 

8 Distance; 9 Easy; 10 Lament; 12 Indeed; 

14 Reform; 16 Relate; 18 Chic; 20 Taciturn; 

22 Perpendicular. Down: 1 Dedicate; 2 Writhe; 

3 Omen; 4 Inferior; 5 Attend; 6 Toss; 11 Tempting; 
13 External; 15 Occupy; 17 Let out; 

19 Heed; 21 Crib. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Who wrote the novel The History of Tom 
Jones? 

2. Of what is encephalitis the inflammation? 

3. Which veteran TV cook died in December 
1994? 

Which country’s parliament is the 
Folketing? 

What was a highwayman without a horse 
called? 


6. Of which country is Cape Byron the eastern Last week’s solutions: 


4. 


extremity? 

7. What do we call a cloud of gas and dust in 
space? 

8. Which king was the intended victim of the 
Gunpowder Plot? 

9. Who wrote the play Look Back in Anger? 

10. Which Highland town became a city in 
2001? 


Quiz: 1 Electrical capacitance; 2 Enid Blyton; 

3 Light-Emitting Diode; 4 Liighthouse of 
Alexandria; 5 Vientiane; 6 Indian; 7 Hedgehog; 
8 Signs and symbols; 9 Rabies; 10 Henrik 
Ibsen. 

Niner: LATHERING 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


42315 

619658 

6157 


gives an element, 
gives a second element, 
gives atoms. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Sand well Mayor 
visits the Queen 
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The British Queen 

Sports Bar & Restaurant 





Curries / Mixed Grills / Vegetarian Friendly 


FREE Function Room Available to seat 10people 


Follow us on Facebook @BritishQueenKitchen 
133 Birmingham Road, Oldbury. B69 4EW 
Telephone: 07743 933112/0121 544 7792 
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I I/TIA ^ 5 
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Unbeatable exchange rates 
on all foreign currency 



Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 
Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at Bowjangles Midlands 
www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 


Russells Hall Hospital.01384 456111 

Sandwell General Hospital.0121 553 1831 

Severn Trent.0800 783 4444 

National Gas Emergency Service...0800 111 999 

Adult Social Care.0845 352 2266 

Bins and Recycling.0845 359 7501 

Children’s Services.0845 351 0131 

Crimestoppers.0800 555 111 

Victim Support Line.0845 30 30 900 

NSPCC Helpline.0808 800 5000 

NHS.Ill 


MOT & SERVICE 

FROM ONLY £99 

FREE VEHICLE HEALTH CHECK 
WHILE YOU WAIT 


• AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES • MOT 

• REPAIRS & SERVICING OF ALL MAKES 
AND MODELS • SNAP-ON DIAGNOSTICS 


FEMALE FRIENDLY GARAGE 
CALL US NOW ON 

01384 241966 

Unit 2 Primrose Hill Trading Estate, 
Cradley Road, Netherton DY2 9SA 
www.atl-autos.co.uk 


Good Garage Scheme 



www.thebigpetstore.co.uk ■ suite looking a little tired??? 

L-—I J121 550 9095 


tvSBIGK 

p^JSTORt dogswelc 


FREE PARKING 


DOGS WELCOME IN STORE 


FREE HARNESS S COAT FITTING SERVICE 


We are re-upholstery 
specialists 

Pop in for a no 
obligation quote 
• Caravans and pubs 
our speciality 


1000’s of quality products 

for dogs, cats, small animals, birds, fish & more 


■ FIND US ON FACEBOOK 


I HEREWARD RISE • HALESOWEN 
B62 8AN 


ilm 1 v 

4 m 

(SrapePFrimishings 


Unit 4, Eagle Trading Estate, Stourbridge Road, 
Halesowen. B63 3UA 

07769 626832 

Also in Blackheath Market 
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•Bridal Wear 

• Bridesmaid Dresses 

• Special Occasion 
Wear 

• Holy Communion 
Dresses 

• Prom Dresses 

• Junior Prom Dresses 


ngham Road, Rowley Regis, West Midlands B65 9BL 



0121 561 4411 


All B ressurei Cleanmal 

Experienced and Friendly 
based in Quarry Bank 

• Drive Cleaning 

• Patios & Pathways 

• Re Sanding 

• Re Sealing 

• Tarmac Colour 

• Restoration 

Call now tor T aVtitt p quble 
07913 601138 01384 837183 
a 1 cleaning@virginmedia.com 


STOP PAIN. 


..With our specialist 
in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, 

Cupping & Ear Candle 



liMIfttlHJiMI 

UNISEX HAIR SALON 
Dawn and Jackie look forward to seeing you 
Come and see us, you won’t be disappointed 
We specialise in latest styles: 

• Colours • Perms • Highlights 

• Children’s Hair Cuts 
OAP special rates Tues and Wed goidweii stockists 


154 Malt Mill Lane, Halesowen Tel: 0121 5591686 



SHEDS & SUMMERHOUSES 

HIGH QUALITY, BUDGET COST 

T^ftFenS^Bom £16 

We supply all fencing products 
Trade and Public Welcome 
We stock all Fencing Products: 
Panels, Posts & Gravel Boards 

Sheds & Summer houses, Unit 4, Stallings Lane DY6 7LG 

01384 944115 • 07594 841785 


T.H. HEATING AND 
PLUMBING 

' Central heating installation and repairs zgk# » 

' Bathrooms supplied and fitted or fitting only t S3T© 
allatioi 


' Kitchen installation 
• Tiling, replastering, carpentry and building work 
' Electrical work 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

Tel: 0121 502 6217 
Mobile: 07775 029452 

www.jhheatingandplumbing.co.uk 


Bridal Wear 
Bridesmaid Dresses 
Special Occasion 
Wear 

Holy Communion 
Dresses 
Prom Dresses 
Junior Prom Di 


7 Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis, West Midlands B65 9BI 



T^eofele you ozn &iua£ 

Bridge Street 
Service Centre 

Automobile Engineers 

1/2 PRICE MOT 

with every full service or major service. 

Fully Qualified Technicians | M.O.T.’s - 
Air Conditioning - Re Gassing 
Maintenance, Servicing and Repairs to 
all makes of vehicles 

• Competitive • Reliable 

• All work guaranteed 

I • Electronic Diagnostics 
I • Tuning & Electrics • Exhausts 


Nimmings Road, Halesowen B62 9JJ. 
Tel: 0121 559 5070 

129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 Mob: 07971 819 564 


0121 561 4411 






Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 


• Free Quotes»Free Local Delivery»Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


HERITAGE 

BUILDERS 

MERCHANTS LTD 


Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands B64 4AJ. 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, 
timber, plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle 



\ m mmmm m mmmm mi 


.... 



immumna 

(Lmu/piMts ° Wkmoylls 


Tel: 0121 520 4200 • Mob: 07756 57 80 28 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


TRUSTED FATHER AND SON BUSINESS - BUT DON’T TAKE 
OUR WORD FOR IT CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK REVIEWS 
Kings Court Trading Estate, Sedgley Road East, 
Tipton DY4 8XA T: 0121 520 4200 
Unit Q, Toll End Road Ind Estate, Toll End Road, 
Tipton DY4 OHR M: 07756 578 028 


THE CAKE COMPANY UK 

BcspcJtc <aic makers mt <$kc supplies 


• Mobility Scooters 

• Stair lifts 

• Wheelchairs 



MobilityExfra 


WUI1 MK | UVVICI 


• Rise Recliner Chairs 

• Daily Living Aids 

• Walking Aids 


% U ?■ 


0121 320 2047 www.MobilityExtra.com 

432 Bearwood Road. Smethwick, B66 4EY 



















































































































FREE ESTIMATES AND HOME VISITS 

WE DON’T USE SUBCONTRACT BATHROOM INSTALLERS 
UNLIKE OTHER LOCAL BATHROOM COMPANIES! 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


West Midlands Ltd 


'®D03? 0®Q90 

ggx3 CS&Sdqoo epogfoffleG 

Full bathroom conversions from B3 


Fully fitted kitchens from i 

Friendly reliable service 
Fully project managed 




No deposit required... 

U [ME ®00 QStnipOQiteDQ 

rairra acfir roilina \A/i4~ki rhmmo SncoH-c cinr 


COMPLETE GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM £6,350 


I r ! plastic ceiling with chrome inserts and 
4 x led spot lights with all full bathroom 

COIlV6rSIOriS Excludes special offers 

DISABILITY OFFER 

BATH OUT, LOW LEVEL 
SHOWER TRAY IN FROM £1895 


Call Dan on: 0121 647 3585 | www.db-maintenance.co.uk 
15 Years Experience | Fully Insured | 4.7*****Reviews 
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D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 


0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 



CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Est:over 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 







Stairs, Kitchens, Decking and 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a FREE quote telephone 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

~ Painters & 
s Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


LJH o v 
Carpentry 


A fully qualified, 
professional carpenter 
with 25 years experience. 

Kitchens • Bedrooms 
Decking • Floors • Doors 
Windows and much more 


For a free quote 

01384 259243 
07772 024612 



Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 
Driver available 


(Mr 

GM* 


01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cressage-group .co.uk 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co. u k 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 


ROBERT CHESIMEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 


KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


Computers 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Cheocs trade 

D Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



NEEO AOVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONTBE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PCI 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 * 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Decorating 



www. harrisonsdecoratingservices. co.uk 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nkharrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 



MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 

Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


IE ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD j 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 

• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 

• Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 

• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices@outlook.com 
■r j Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, * '• v \# 
EJ_Halesowen B63 2QB_* 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


HI kirk (Emmtry (Hazing 


Contact US for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
8c Installers of r~~i 
windows, doors & ‘ : 

conservatories 

’A' Rated Windows as Standard 


i 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

/f Cl £*tesu244, eJJfUUe*it uustdlcMAJd, A A 

w w that yamm! t cait the. easUh S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

m 01384 566100 

Ui9 www.blackcountryglazing.com M. 

mo >*evi [fensaJ ^ 



MB ) electric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: • 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 U"™* 

mbelectric. co. uk i— 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 



Ring Tony or Julie on 


07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 



Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs !/, 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 



Fencing 


Fencing & Gates 



Ann Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Cell Steve on 


ra<4 242191W mm 3MSW 


LB renting 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rlus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 


- EREE QUOTES — 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtffencing.co.uk 


Flooring 


Ak*uMLom(A 

Quality Timber 
for your 
home & garden 
projects! 

All lengths available 

Oldbury 

Dudley Road 

Oldbury 

Birmingham 

West Midlands 

B69 3DA 

T: 0121 552 7788 

F: 0121 544 7186 

E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


R & S Gardens 

e All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
t Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Gardening 

ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 
Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

• Chipper Hire 

• Complete Garden Ripout 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Bush/Fledge and Tree Removal 

• Patios and Drives Jetwashed 


Please ca ll: 0121 602 3815 / 07979 980951 





LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07706 - 747960 



Mobile Hairdresser 


IMOBILE 
H A I RDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms efc 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


0 


MOT 


Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

Salt u& fat <z 0 ?1£SS 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713163060 
























































































































































Party Time 


Property Maintenance 



•• Face Pa introiv 
Balloon Modelimj 

2V vri 

Fut> fct 

Beth o?9o*o62S*i 


Greenlab Pest Control Ltd 

A Local Established Company 
Wasps Ants 
Fleas Bedbugs 
Flies Rats/Mice 
Free Quotations 
B.P.C.A. Accredited 
CEPA Certified 


COVERING ALL AREAS OF 
DUDLEY & STOURBRIDGE 


Tel: 01384 829115 
Freephone - 0800 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 
www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email: sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 


OHPlASmUS 



FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 


GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Plumbing 


HOUSEHOL D—^ 

I— U l\/l B I ISI gA 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 




_ All installations and repairs sest \ 
c Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 


1 Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 J 
V www.household-plumbing.co.uk ,*/ 



Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Safe registered 120506 


Get your boiler serviced 

Special Offers= 
Now On! 


Insulation, repairs and services on l 
fires and cookers 
Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


^ !7T lTTTTir«ftTig j 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 


NATURAL & LPO GAS | 

Free Quotation / 

07961 140885 38 


a Kni g ht Gas 

” Heating & Plumbing 
Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 A 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


IT PROPERTY 
SERVICES 

Kitchen & Bedroom Supply & Fitting 
Carpentry Joinery Plumbing Tiling 
Garden and Home Maintenance 

07572 - 120580 
www.itpropertyservices.co.uk 



ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


YVLLL LiLz/-! 
CiLELC.LLLLC.LE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 




•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 


For A Free Quote call 


01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



Window Specialists 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



KS 
f SERVICES 

( All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

^0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 


No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

•b Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
31-0121 561 2344 evenings after 6pm/ 


Full Window 
Wizard. Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 



CLASSIFIEDS 




“For over 30 years we 
have used Express & Star 
classified adverts which 
has resulted in many happy 
caravan owners!” 


I 




“I average around 10 phone 
calls a week from customers as 
a direct result of my Classified 
Advertising. I am very happy with 
my response levels. “ 


“We have been advertising in the 
Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it 
a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which 
our advertising generates. “ 


“Wednesfield Carpentry 
& Gates are really pleased 
with their classified 
contract advertising 
response.” 


“I am extremely happy with 
the Service get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representative and I would 
recommend them to anyone!” 



Call 01902 319191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


masons 


Halestone 
! Memorials 

Modern and traditional memorials 



lost & found 


* BIGGEST SATURDAY * 

BOOTSALE 

Catering positions available 

A454 Rudge Heath between 
Wolverhampton and Bridgenorth 
By Royal Oak pub island WV6 7EE 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 


* BEST SUNDAY* 

BOOTSALE 

Now on A34, Cannock, Brocton, 
between Cannock and Stafford 
ST17 0SG 

★_ 07890 267 041 ★ 

WEDNESDAY BOOT SALE 

NowatPoukLane,A461, 
Springhill, Muckely Corner 
Lichfield WS14 OET 

* SATURDAY BOOT SALE* 

Boat Lane, Muckley Corner, 
Lichfield WS14 OBU 
07890 267041 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 



BAILEY MAGENTA 


2 berth, new motor mover, 
Bradcot porch awning, waste 
water carriers, new water 
pump, complete service done, 


LOST—Large black cat, Buffery 
Park area, Dudley, distinctive 
yellow eyes. Much loved Family 
pet. 07772 402743. 


no damp (tested), good battery. 

£2,200 ono. 





MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

UPRIGHT CHAIR With wings and 
fire certificate, HSL, £45. Four 
wheel walker with seat, hardly used 
£25. 01902 256280. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I-\ 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



07707 054007. 


CLASSIC MOTORHOME long MoT, 
32mpg, 67k miles, petrol, 2 litre, 4 
berth, cooker, fridge. £6,250 ono. 
0121 421 7828. 

REFURBISHED CARAVAN FOR 
SALE! Central Heating and sleeps 
8, £10,995. Deposits from 10%. 12 
Month Park, Borth. Call Paul 07960 
944721. 


STARTER HOLIDAY HOME 

12 foot, in excellent condition, 
on 12 month park, with fishing 
lake, shop, restaurant and bars. 

Also weekend entertainment. 

£5,995 ono. 

07751 795289. 


STERLING Eccles Elite Emerald, 
lightweight, 4-berth, 2008, end 
bathroom, cassette toilet, full 
cooker, £7,995. 07835 713432 


STERLING EUROPA 460 

2006, two berth caravan, end 
bathroom, immaculate condi- 
ton with mover, porch awning 
and other caravan items, 

£4,500. 


07928 130465. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 



iiiiiniimn 


Marin Mill Valley. Very good 
condition, 27gear, V brakes 
Computer Pump. Beam rack 


and bag. Bar bag. Spares. 


£175. 


01902 757331. 




WANTED EXPERIENCED 
KEYBOARDS OR 2ND 
GUITAR 

for working 50’s-80s tribute 
band. 

Backing vocals advantageous, 
committment essential. 


07814 255377. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 

BUDE CORNWALL 2 BED 
CHALET On 4* woodland site, pool 
& free entertainment. July £200pw 
Sept & Oct £140 pw. School 
Holidays £395pw 07974 226 928. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



MOBILE Aromatherapy Massage 

Therapist Home / Hotel. To book 
appointments call 07437 569187. 



ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun 2nd July 
(also Bromsgrove every Fri) EST 
1979, Waverley. Next Book Fair 
Sun 16th July. Stalls available for 
all. Home made refreshments. 
0121 550 4381 



STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 


At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 

07957 399964 


3 

Home & 
Services 



BROWN ITALIAN leather 3-piece 
suite, totally unused, unwanted gift, 
cost £1,400, quick sale £390. 
07379 272760. Can deliver. 

BROWN LEATHER three seater 
settee, 2 seater and 1 seater, very 

8 ood condition. Offers. Please call 
1384 377965. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


HAND SEWING machine, just had 
full service, perfect working order. 
£75. 01384 292616. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 
AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 

SHELL, ESSO, 
CASTROL ETC 
ALSO 

GARAGE CLEARANCES 

Old Enamel Signs, 
Petrol Cans, 

Old Jugs, 

Classic Car Parts, 

Bikes and Motorbikes. 


Anything old. 

** TOP PRICES PAID 


01384 836219/07891 713547 
READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


Telephone 01666 837747. 


WANTED super 8 films, Bitter 
Sweet, Funny Lady, Helter Skelter 
trailers, No Name City Promo. Zep- 
peling Promo. Call 07932 734170. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



> 

service 

V_ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation, wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



> 

alarms/security 

\_ 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


^ building services 

DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


V 


aerials 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


Classiliedilds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


naisissBa 



ChHAi 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 

\ 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


carpentry & 
v._ joinery 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


fencing 


PORT WRSrf 

Itr Cl Pd c, 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 4 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


# 



GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 

B arden. 25 years experience. Call 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 


To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 

being on the Gas Safe Register. 

handyman ' 

V services 

Home Maintenance 
Garden Maintenance 

Fitted kitchens & Bedrooms 
Makeovers Plumbing 
Tiling, Joinery 

IPS 

07572 120580 
www.itpropertyservices. 
co.uk 


house clearances 


ABSOLUTELY 
ANYTHING CLEARED 

FULL OR PART, GARAGES 
AND SHEDS RUBBISH 
REMOVED WASTE LICENCE 
01384 486456/07711661135 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


plumbers 


24/7 Plumbing Services 

We cover all aspects of Plumbing, 
Bathrooms, Showers,Leaks, Radiators, 0AP 
Discounts, NO CALL OUT CHARGE. 


No Call Out Charge 
01384 912003 


removals 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


I yoi 

Removal needs. 07429 453201 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


V_ 

skip hire 

\ 



All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery iaster than a phone call!!! 
Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all 
make a fresh start m 

With solutions to suit... — 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 




*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 

purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 

Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 


2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


••• 


ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am -4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs 
from owners, all areas (if they 
are vet checked/up to date with 
jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet bills always 
appreciated. 


A 


Business & 
Farming 


iiiiiu 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


\ 


Jobs 


EXPERIENCED Bricklayer requires 
employment. All types of brickwork. 
Contact 07341 021774. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 




01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 
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BIRMINGHAM: WOLVERHAMPTON: 

25-26 SEPT. & 30 NOV-1 DEC. 16-17 SEPT, 

also STOKE ON TRENT: 2-3 SEPT, and TELFORD: 23-24 OCT. 


Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A 

PHLEBOTOMIST 


awarding a Nationally Recognised 

Certificate in Phlebotomy 


1 


> 


• Two day course 

• First step onto Allied 
Healthcare Career Path 


Accredited - Advanced 


• No previous experience 
needed 


1 Recognised Qualification 


For more info, or to book online: 


^ WWW. geopace .0 


ocn 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community 


Charity No 701638 


Company No: 2291925 


Volunteers Needed 


Advisers, Info Hub Receptionists, Supervisors 

For services in Stourbridge, Dudley, Brierley Hill and Halesowen. 

Telephone Assessors (Brierley Hill) 

Do you have good communication & IT skills and are you able to commit to one or 
two days per week? 

Full training and ongoing support given. 

We are also looking for Trustees 

Do you have 2-3 hours a month to spare and want to be involved on a more strategic 
level? Do you have experience in IT, fundraising, marketing or public relations? 

Find out more at our information session: 

Wednesday 5th July - Starts at 10am (60-90 minutes) 
Brierley Hill Citizens Advice (1st floor in the Library) 
Closing date - Midday Wednesday 12th July 

For an application pack and role descriptions please 
email: volunteer.admin@dudleycabx.org 




Motoring 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


FIAT PANDA 1.1 ECO 


2010, black, 66,500 miles, good 
clean condition, new tyres, 
recent service including timing 
- --“-- -lot. 


belt change, 12 months Mot, 


one previous owner, 

£1,750 ono. 


01384 863330 or 07905 


432569. 


FORD FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 

5dr, one owner, 

2016 Reg, 9,000 miles, 
grey, all electrics, 
alloys, fantastic car all roound, 
as new. 

£6,400. 

07405 435720. 


LANDROVER 


DEFENDER 90 

2.4 TDCi, 2008, hard top, 
3-dr, manual, grey, 
alloy wheels, electric windows, 
tow bar, 2 owners from new, 
full main dealer service history, 
excellent condition. 
£14,999. 

07411 414284. 



LEXUS LS400 

1991, Silver Grey. 

12 Months MoT. 
Stunning Condition. 

Fast appreciating luxury 
classic. 

Must be seen. 
£3,495ono. 

07853 456878. 



MAZDA MX-5 

2004, (54) 68,600 miles, 
1.8, petrol, six speed. 
Metallic blue, alloy wheels, 
black leather interior. 

£2,300 ono. 

01384 77924. 


_ 


MAZDA MX5 CONVERTIBLE 

1.8, MKIII, 

2007, blue, 

59,080 miles, 

MoT July 15, 2018, 

£4,200 o.n.o. 

01902 333072. 



MINI COOPERS 

11 months MoT. 
Supercharged. 
Electric windows / mirrors, 
alloy wheels, 
Kenwood Radio CD, 
Test drive, you’ll love it. 
Offers over £2,000. 
07946 383970. 



NISSAN MICRA 1.4 TEKNA 

3Dr, 2009, 60,000 miles, one 
owner, fsh, 10 months MoT, 
alloys, AC, auto climate control, 


radio CD, Bluetooth, Aux in, 


immaculate condition. 
£2,595. 

07977 939497. 


_ 


RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE TOM TOM 1.2 


2010, MoT, 
low mileage, 
AC, alloy wheels, 
EW, immaculate, 
economical. 
£3,495 ono 
07754 557861. 




RENAULT SCENIC 
AUTHENTIQUE 

05 reg, 1.4, petrol, blue, 
40,000 miles, MoT November, 
last keeper was lady owner, 
alloy wheels, EW, EM, AC, 
original radio/CD 
£995 ono. 

07979 784585. 


n 


RENAULT TRAFFIC 
SL27 DC115 

2008. 

White. 

Very good condition. 
Engine reconditioned. 

£4,250. 

07940 211095. 



SKODA YET11.2 

2010, 57,000 miles, 
Metallic Grey, 
FSH, MoT March 18, 
Very good condition. 

£5,750. 

01562 851602. 




nr 


TOYOTA AGO 

2010, 998cc, 
Group 1 insurance, 
lots of MoT, 

£20 tax per year, 
excellent condition. 
£1,595 

07851 213316. 


TOYOT/WVVENSI^n 


06 plate, 70,000 miles, 1 owner 
from new, MoT June 2018, all 


usual extras, decuma grey. 

£2,600 ono. 


01902 764921. 


VAUXHAL INSIGNIA 2.0 
TDTi, SRi 


2012, MoT’d, alloy wheels, 
built in sat nav, 

92,000 miles, silver, 
excellent condition, 

£2,795 ono. 

01902 326666. 07949 590617. 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA ECO 


2010, 79,400 miles, black, 
electric windows, air con, alarm, 
MoT, central locking, cruise 
control, diesel, CD, new battery, 


rear sensors. 

Bargain £3,999. 
07817117962. 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 

09 plate, 

7 seater, 

59,000 miles, 

4 new tryres, serviced, 

12 months MoT, 
been checked by Evans 
Halshaw, with paperwork, 
£2,500 ono. 

07923 191378. 



VWJ ETTA 1.6 FSIS 


Petrol, 2009, one owner, 
63,000 miles, full VW service 
history, alloys, a/c, radio CD, 2 


keys, super condition. 

£3,495 ono. 


01902 850622. 





FORD FIESTA1.25 PETROL 


2006, Only 74,250 Miles, Elec- 
indo 


trie windows, Full Service 
History, central locking, Stereo, 
12 months MOT No Advisories, 


Lady owner for last 6 years!! 
£1,475 ono 

07742943997 


1ST TO SEE 
WILL BUY 


FORD FOCUS CLIMATE 


2006, 1.6, blue, alloy wheels, 


>y 

11 months MoT, 107,000 miles, 
electric windows, reversing 
sensors, new clutch, excellent 
runner, very reliable, many new 


parts, runs perfect. 

£1,495 ono. 


07707 202385. 



FORD KA 

2008, 08 reg, 73,000 miles, 
MoT March 2018, 
service history, 
metallic lilac, 

stereo, power steering, clean 
and tidy, drives well. 

Offers £775 ono. 

07946 835467. 


HONDA CRV 4WD ESTATE 

2002, black, 

2.0 petrol, tow bar, 
125,000 miles, 

8 months MoT, 
any trial. 

£795 o.n.o. 

07592 076079 



MAZDA MX5 EUPHONIC 

1597cc, five speed, power 
windows plus steering, leather 
seats, excellent hood, alloys, 

MoT March 2017. 

£1,495. 

07546 779139. 


MUST BE SEEN 


NISSAN MICRA 

Red, 1999, 11 months MoT, 
owned 5 years, 

Many new parts. 

£495 ono. 

01902 845443. 


G00O RUNNER 


NISSAN MICRA TEMPEST 

2002, petrol, silver, 

9 months MoT, 
new tyres, 
radio, good runner, 

£325 ono. 

01384 637110, after 4pm. 


PEUGEOT 206 
CONVERTIBLE CABRIOLET 

2005. 

Manual. 

1.6. 44,000 miles. 

Air Con. FSH. 

12 months MoT. 
black leather seats. 

Silver blue. 

£1,150 ono. 

01384 823449. 


hi: 


RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE DCi 


1001.5CC 

Diesel, 

2003 Reg, 

3Dr, 

MoT November 2017, 
black. 

£425. 

07521 411373. 



RENAULT CLIO. 1.2 


2006, 52,000 Miles, Silver , 
electric windows, air bag, 
alarm, 12 month MoT, metallic 
paint, central locking, 4 New 


Tyres Alloys, CD 
£1,300 ono 

07484161332 


RENAULT MEGANE 
CONVERTIBLE 1.6 

55 Reg, 

excellent runner, 
gold colour, 

6 months MoT. 

£700 ono. 
07478 478831. 



VAUXHALL CORSA SXi 


1.2 16 valve, 02 Reg 

(MS02CBJ) silver, 11 months 
MoT, 90,000 miles, serviced, 
very good condition, new 
breaks timing chain, tyres, 


battery and water pump. 

£495 ono. 

07973 690543. 07913 528336. 




VW BEETLE 

51 Reg. 

1 . 6 . 

84,000 miles. 

£950. 

07984 043263. 



VW BEETLE CABRIOLET 

54 reg, 1600cc, 
new MoT, 

drives and looks great, 
alloys, PAS, alarmed, 
parking sensors. 

£1,495. 

07907173317. 


IMMACULATE 


HONDA SCOOTER 
SH125ADE 

Red. 2015. 
Immaculate. 
Only 1,700 miles. 

Large wheels. 
Anti lock brakes. 
£ 2 , 200 . 

01584 872395. 


TRIUMPH BONNERVILLE 


One mature owner, 15,000 
miles, silver with extras, 2006, 


mint condition, 
£4,000 ono. 
07906 553661. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 


WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 


0121 557 0800 or 


0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 

£—"549"— ■- 


07903 549849, buyer will call. 


PRIVATE BUYER Requires BMW 
Series 1 or similar for lady driver. 
Upto to 5 yrs old. Low mileage. 
Cash waiting. 07850 589620. 



c 


spares/parts 


THULE HIRE 
& SALES 


Roof Boxes, Roof Bars 
and Cycle carriers. 

BEST PRICES. 

Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 

Tettenhall Road,WV6 OLE 


□ 




Local 

Information 


ARTHUR YAPP 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, late of 232 
Throne Road Rowley Regis West Midlands B65 
9JU, who died on 12/02/2017, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the undersigned on 
or before 31/08/2017, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
NORTHWOOD BANKS & CO LTD 
1600 Coventry Road Yardley 
Birmingham B26 1AL 7500541 


LOUISE JOANNE PRICE 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above 
named, late of 58 Teme Road, 
Halesowen B63 2LU, who died on 
27/04/2017, are required to send written 
particulars thereof to the undersigned on 
or before 07/09/2017, after which date 
the Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to the claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 


KingsGuard Legal, 

Quay House,The Waterfront, Brierley 
Hill DY5 1XD. Ref: JH/1593/PRICE 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 


For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 


requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 


(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 


confirmation of receipt) 


10 


Personals 



ATTRACTIVE PETITE 
LADY 50 


Looking to find her mister right 
to share the good things in life 
with. 

Life is to short 
so get in touch and we can 
enjoy them together. 

Box Number P20844, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 




GENTLEMAN YOUNG 67 


Tall, honest, caring and loyal, 
average build, car owner, 


solvent, happy guy. 

WLTM a similar lady, slim to 
average, to enjoy the good 
things in life, dates, possible 

relationship. 

15 mile radius of 
Kidderminster. 

Thank you. 

Box Number P20840, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


INTERESTING, 


PROFESSIONAL, SOLVENT, 
CARING, 62 YEAR OLD 
MALE 


N/S, 5ft 11, considered attrac¬ 
tive, with varied interests and 
modern outlook, is looking for 
female, 52-59, n/s, slim to 
medium, with GSOH, also with 
a modern outlook, to share all 


the good things in life with me. 


Please, if you feel it’s worth a 
letter, I would love to hear from 


you. 

Box Number P20843, 


Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 


Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
LONELY RETIRED GENT 

Would like female company / 


Would like female company / 
pen pal, local to Stourbridge, 
aged 50-78. 

I’m a widower, with own 
home, many interests. 

Ex photographer. 

Please write about yourself, 
maybe would like to meet in the 
future. 

All letters will be answered. 

Box Number P20842, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 


* % 


BRIERLEY HILL BULLETS 

Charter Standard Club 

Looking for Players of all 


Free training sessions from this 
Saturday for 6 weeks at Thorns 
Park, Quarry Bank from 
10.30am 


We are also looking for 
Coaches, so if you are 
interested please get in 
touch. 


FA Level 1 training can be 
arranged for new Coaches. 

Tony: 07977 308183 
Keith: 07986 666589. 




LYE TOWN FC YOUTH 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 


Are currently looking for players 
for our under 18 s Midland 


Floodlit Youth Tearn and also at 
under 13s for the upcoming 


2017/18 season. 


We are also looking for a 
UEFA B Licenced coach to 
work with our Midland Floodlit 
Youth Team and are also 
looking for FA qualified 
Licensed Coaches for various 


This is a great opportunity for 
players or coaches to be part of 
FA Chartered Standard Semi 


Professional Club. 


Please email our club 
Secretary Mark Griffiths at 
lyetownfc-youth@ outlook 
.com if applying for both 
above roles or contact Simon 
Westwood (Press Officer) on 
-- 216 '' *- 


07494 522163 for more 


Information. 


GARDENER URGENTLY 
WANTED 


Mainly cutting back, large 
garden, Bilston / Moxley area. 

Box Number P20839, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 
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ROAD TEST 


“MOTORING 


Mazda's CX-5 offers a touch of class 


MAZDA CX-5 2.2150PS 2WD SPORT NAV DIESEL, £28,695 




AVAILABLE FROM 


Brndey 


BRINDLEY MAZDA 

WEST STREET 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
01902 507855 



Mazda’s new car is heavier than the old one because so much extra sonic deadening has been applied 


By Ian Donaldson 


MAZDA is launching a stealth attack on the 
premium SUV sector with its latest CX-5, 
taking over from the model that was the 
company’s biggest seller in the UK, writes 
Ian Donaldson. 

And the way you convince people your car 
is a class act is to make it quieter, says the 
company aiming to take sales away from the 
likes of VW and, whisper it, even Audi. 

So the new car is heavier than the old one, 
in a world where brownie points are won by 
making cars lighter, because so much extra 
sonic deadening has been applied. 

Nearly 50kgs, to be precise, or the weight of 
two extremely heavily loaded suitcases. And 
what a difference it makes, adding instant 
hush to a cabin that generates so little racket 
at speed you might never raise your voice 
again (except perhaps to tell the kids in the 
back to quieten down). 

This hush-hush push is one of the ways 
you’ll tell new CX-5 from old, and so is the 
body shape, although you might need to pose 
both versions side by side to notice. 

Every exterior panel has been changed 
but Mazda has been understandably careful 
to preserve the lines of a car that sold partly 
because it looked so good in the first place. 

It still does, but with thinner LED headlights 
and sharper creases adding a touch of classy 
drama. 

Inside, all is changed too but Mazda has 
kept the sense of order you feel in all its cars, 
so there is a lot of nicely applied blackness, 
set off a little by a dash insert that looks like 
the viciously expensive layering of a Japanese 
knife. It works well and, yes, adds to the 
premium feel dust Mazda is keen to sprinkle 
on the newcomer. 


Adding class has added to the bottom 
line too, with prices up and now starting at 
£23,695 for a slow selling petrol version, a 
£200 lift. The likely biggest seller, the diesel 
CX-5 with 150 horsepower engine and front- 
wheel drive is up £900 and now costs from 
£25,695. The range tops out at £33,195 for a 
175 horsepower car with automatic gears and 
all-wheel drive in Sport trim. 

That is unless you are tempted by one of 
the pleasantly few options. There is only one 
non-chargeable paint (a flat white) so any 
other finish will cost at least £560, with a new 
version of Mazda’s fetching and popular soul 
red adding a hefty £800. 

Engines 

Beneath the familiar but all-new body beat a 
trio of engines carried over from the previous 
car; a 2.0 litre 165 horsepower petrol unit and 
a couple of 2.256.5/ litre diesels with either 
150 or 175 horsepower. 

Their respective C02 emissions are 
149/132/142 g/km and official average fuel 
consumption 44.1/56.5/52.3 mpg - all as you’d 
expect and well in line with the opposition. 

There are two trim levels, with SE-L Nav 
offering 17 ins alloys, cruise control, DAB 
radio and Bluetooth, a navigation system with 
three years free European map updates and 
dual-zone climate control. 

Move up to Sport Nav and for an extra 
£3,000 you add 19 ins alloy wheels, reversing 
camera, powered tailgate, power adjustment 
for the driver’s seat, black leather trim, head 
up display in the windscreen, heated steering 
wheel and a glass tilt and slide sunroof on 
the 175 horsepower model. There’s also a 10 
speaker Bose sound system, heard all the 
better in the newly quietened interior. 

Tempting options are few but include stone 


coloured leather in place of black for £200 
on Sport Nav models, radar cruise control 
(£800) and a safety pack (£800) that includes 
adaptive LED headlights, lane keeping assist 
(easily switched off it annoys you) and rear 
cross traffic alert, to warn as you back onto a 
busy road. 

Most drivers will spend their three years or 
so with the 150 horsepower diesel doing the 
donkey work. They will find it a pleasantly 
refined companion, only raising its voice when 
really provoked, which you rarely need to do. 


It showed 44mpg on a demanding and 
briskly driven Scottish test route and a 
typically Mazda-slick manual gearchange 
made the car feel even mildly sporty, with a 
nicely damped ride to go with it. 

A more powerful 175 horsepower diesel, 
driven more gently but with automatic gears, 
showed the same 44mpg but felt much less 
responsive than the more modestly powered 
model. It did feel notably refined and grown 
up, though. 

The much less in demand petrol engine 


lacked the low down punch of the diesels 
(as expected, of course) but its lighter front 
end made the steering usefully more eager 
and the cabin stayed hushed even when the 
engine was working hard. 

A gentle main road drive ended with the best 
economy of the lot, at 48mpg. The diesels 
would have done better still. 

So, a choice of economical engines in a 
handsome car that drives well and is drawing 
room quiet inside. No wonder more than half 
all new Mazdas sold here will be one of them. 
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We’ll confirm an you. 


All offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions 


Halesowen Motor House Dudley Rd, Halesowen B63 3NH EVENT HOTLINE: 0121503 0001 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


MOVE YOUR MOTOR 
SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 




£48.50 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 

■pm. 

- 

6 NIGHTS IN 
PRINT 

1 WEEK ONLINE 

AN INSERT INTO 
YOUR LOCAL 
CHRONICLES L 

i 6N] 
^YOU 

BMW 325Ci 
CONVERTIBLE 

2 ?°2, Z£’ 000 miles, metallic 
silver black hood, taxed, full 
MoT, full service history, leather 
heated seats, aircon, excellent 
condition, nice eye catcher. 

£2,995 ono. 

01902 123456. 

[GHTS FREE IF 
DO NOT SELL! 


£31.00 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 

SKODA FABIA 
, 1.4 CLASSIC 

5dr hatchback, 2003, metallic 
blue, 45,000 miles, FSH, 12 
months MoT, 6 months tax 
excellent inside and out. ’ 

£1,595 ono. 

01902 123456. 

6 NIGHTS IN PRINT. 1 WEEK ONLINE 

AN INSERT INTO YOUR LOCAL CHRONICLES 

6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU 

L DO NOT SELL! 

£21.oo 

PACKAGE L 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2 CAMPUS 1 

month °t 6 P ' a J?’ BRG ’ 55K, four 
™. nt h| tax, 1 1 months MoT, CD, 
EW, FSH, £3,450. 01902 123456 


6 NIGHTS IN PRINT. 1 WEEK ONLINE 

T T TT T^TTQ AN insert into your local chronicles 


6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU 
DO NOT SELL! 


Tel: 01902 317878 Classifiedflds 


































Hartson nets from the spot against Wolves in 2006 


John Hartson celebrates a goal for the Baggies with Nathan Ellington 



Hartson enjoys a charity golf day with Stiliyan Petrov and Jon Whitney 



Hartson talks candidly about his battle with cancer 


Hartson's giving back 
after battle from brink 


FORMER Albion striker John Hartson 
took no prisoners as a centre forward 
and doesn’t pull any punches when he 
talks about the day he was told he had 
cancer. 

“I thought I was going to die,” he says can¬ 
didly. 

It was back in 2009 that the former Arsenal, Celtic 
and Wales striker had his worst fears confirmed. 

He opened up about his diagnosis and also how it 
affected his time at The Hawthorns. 

Now doing everything he can to raise awareness of 
testicular cancer through the John Hartson Founda¬ 
tion - there is a reason why the former striker spends 
most of his time doing charity work. 

“I had a lump on my testicles for around four years 
before I went to see a doctor,” the now 42-year-old 
said. “I know a lot of men are like that. You ignore it. 
You hope it’s going to go away. I was boyish, I wasn’t 
mature enough to face it. 

“But that is what I want to change. My testicular 
cancer had spread to my lungs and brain. When I 
found out, I sat in my car and I cried. 

Waste 

“I thought that was it. I wasn’t told I had a cold or 
something. It was cancer and cancer takes good peo¬ 
ple away from us. I was heartbroken. I was 32 years 
old and I thought, ‘I can’t dodge this bullet’.” 

Hartson’s cancer was at such an advanced stage 
there was no time to waste. Within days he was un¬ 
dergoing brain surgery. He then stopped breathing 
after contracting pneumonia. 

For a month, hospital staff primarily worked to 
keep him alive rather than treat the cancer. 

For Hartson himself, that time is now something 
of a blur - but he says he cannot forget the impact it 
had on his family. 

“Cancer turns everybody’s world upside down,” he 
continued. “It was horrific. Your family members and 
your close friends actually feel it more than you, the 
patient. 

“The patient is wired up to a machine. You are nor¬ 
mally very heavily sedated. But it’s your mum and 
dad, your brother, your sister, your kids - they are 
taking it home. They are living with it 24/7. My family 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Joe Masi 


“I feel very lucky to have 
lived and that is why I want 
to give something back. We 
have had fantastic support.” 


were asking ‘Is John going to live or die today? He has 
got a big operation tomorrow, a brain operation - is 
he going to survive?”’ 

Survive he did. Seven operations - including two on 
his brain - together with 65 sessions of chemotherapy 
saw the Swansea-born star defy the odds. 

And now he’s doing everything he can to make sure 
more men examine themselves and visit a doctor at 
the first sign of trouble. 

Following his return to health, he launched the 
John Hartson Foundation to raise awareness of tes¬ 
ticular cancer. In typically bullish Hartson fashion, 
the charity runs with the slogan ‘Grab Life by the 
Balls’ and has already raised more than £700,000 to 
help men diagnosed with the disease. 

“I feel very lucky to have lived and that is why I 
want to give something back,” Hartson said. “I set 
up the charity in 2010 and we have had fantastic sup¬ 
port. I am very proud of the money we have raised. 
But it’s more about the awareness.” 

In a glittering playing career Hartson won 51 caps 
for Wales and scored more than 100 goals for Celtic. 

It was while a youngster at Luton that he first rose 
to prominence - with his impressive performances 
persuading Arsenal to make him the most expensive 
teenager in British football history. 

“That was huge,” Hartson recalled. “They paid 
£2.5million for me. George Graham signed me and I’ll 
never forget travelling to Highbury in David Pleat’s 
car. 

“I didn’t have an agent at the time and David 
Pleat’s phone was ringing every five minutes and he 
just kept pressing the cancel button because he didn’t 


want to give the move away. I went from £275 a week 
at Luton to something like £4,000 a week at Arsenal. 
But that didn’t matter. I knew I would make money 
in my career if I realised my potential. For me it was 
all about the opportunity and playing for such a fan¬ 
tastic football club.” 

Following his time with the Gunners, Hartson 
moved to West Ham and still holds the record of being 
the last player to score 20 Premier League goals in a 
season for the Hammers. 

That prompted Wimbledon to pay £7.5million for 
his services in 1999 before he then enjoyed huge 
success at Celtic. But despite an outstanding career, 
Hartson admits he wished he performed better in his 
time as an Albion player. 

“I loved it at West Brom and it all started so great 
for me,” he said. “Bryan Robson signed me and Kevin 
Phillips on the same day. I came from Celtic and had 
several chats with Bryan over the summer. 

“I had Zoltan Gera on one side and Jonathan 
Greening on the other side. Bryan said you’ll get 
great delivery. It started really well but I do genuinely 
believe that I was carrying cancer at the time. 

Problems 

“Bryan then lost his job after seven games. Tony 
Mowbray came in and I knew all about him because 
I had played against his Hibs when I was at Celtic. 

“The truth is I let Tony down because I wasn’t the 
player he saw at Celtic. I was going through a divorce, 
I was having a few personal problems. 

“But the West Brom fans and everyone at the club 
were fantastic to me. 

“I look back now and West Brom was probably the 
only club, and I played for eight clubs, where the fans 
did not see the best of me. 

“I had a wonderful career and worked with some 
seriously talented players and managers. But at Al¬ 
bion it didn’t go as well as I would have liked. 

“It’s shame I couldn’t excel there and be the player 
I was previously because I loved being a Baggie.” 

Hartson is now enjoying life working with his char¬ 
ity and also in the media. 

“I have got five kids, a beautiful wife and I live in 
Edinburgh. I’m just so grateful to be here, it’s amaz¬ 
ing to think where I am now to where I was on that 
day I got my diagnosis.” 


Wednesfield up-but 
say sorry over leak 

WEDNESFIELD have secured promotion to the West Midlands Premier 
Division after winning their FA appeal. However, the club has apologised 
over the disclosure of confidential documents during the hearing. 

Members of the club’s hierarchy travelled to Wembley to appeal against 
the decision to refuse them promotion to the league’s top tier. 

Dean Gill’s side finished as runners-up in Division One. But following 
inspection on their Cottage Ground earlier in the season, the club were 
denied promotion. 

After lodging an appeal and meeting FA chiefs at the headquarters in 
London, the governing body agreed to send down independent inspectors 
to the Cottage Ground. The inspector was sent to determine whether the 
stadium meets Premier Division requirements. 

But after accidentally releasing confidential documents during the hear¬ 
ing, the club has issued an apology. 

“During our appeal Wednesfield disclosed information about the hear¬ 
ing,” a statement said. 

“This information was private and confidential. We would therefore like 
to apologise to the FA and the WMRL for this error.” 


Canoeing club makes 
waves at competition 

A CANOEING club made a splash at the National and Open Master Sprint 
Championship Regatta, with a number of successes. 

Gailey Canoe Club won four golds, two silvers and one bronze in the 
competition at the National Water Sports Centre in Nottingham. 

Bruce Blackman and Paul Brookes claimed silver in the K2, or two per¬ 
son kayak, 200m and 1000m sprints. They posted times of 45.37 seconds 
and four minutes, nine seconds - despite receiving a penalty point. That 
was followed by a bronze in the 500m, finishing with in 1:58. 

Success followed in the under-12s lightning category, with Haydn 
Cooke-Bay ley being part of three winning teams. He won gold in the Kl, 
or one person kayak, and triumphed in the K2 with Lewis Andrews, from 
Leamington Spa. 

Cooke-Bayley also won the K4, or four person kayak, category alongside 
club members Molly Cooke, Madison Cooke and Andrews. 

In the women’s races, Chelsea Brookes struck gold in the K2 200m with 
Kate Gritsinina from Southampton - the first time they had paddled to¬ 
gether. Club secretary Louise Clive said: “We are delighted that the hard 
work of our members has paid off.” 


Football club’s brace 
of community awards 

WYRLEY Juniors FC has secured a double success. The club was awarded 
the Staffordshire FA Community Club of the Year - and secured the same 
accolade for the north west region, which covers Manchester, Liverpool, 
Lancashire, Cumbria and Cheshire counties as well as Staffordshire. 

The awards were presented at the FA awards at Stoke City’s Bet365 
Stadium. They recognise the club’s efforts in increasing participation and 
providing wellbeing sessions. Wyrley’s teams have grown in two years from 
48 to 65, and will rise to 70 next season. 

Wyrley Juniors runs two soccer schools, has become a sister club to Bir¬ 
mingham City Ladies and holds mash-up sessions for girls at a local high 
school. It assisted UEFA in a girls’ motivation study and it is actively in¬ 
volved in the new county female coaching group. 

In the community it organises coffee mornings, donates Christmas pre¬ 
sents to Birmingham Children’s Hospital, distributes items to foodbanks 
and raises £1,000 a year for the Royal British Legion via its stick-on poppy 
appeal. Anyone interested in joining the club should contact chairman 
Keith Hardy on 07836 202764. 
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Summers’ 
Sky TV shot 
for title glory 

RICKY Summers’ backers will be quids 
in if their man becomes the British light 
heavyweight champion on Saturday. 

Tipton’s Summers is 10-1 with most 
bookmakers to take the belt away from 
defending titlist Frank Buglioni this 
weekend. And the 29-year-old believes 
he can upset the odds and seize the 
crown away from the former world title 
challenger. 

The two clash at the top of the bill at 
the 02 Arena in London, with Match- 
room Boxing’s end-of-season show 
broadcast live on Sky Sports. 

Summers is unbeaten with 13 wins 
from 13 pro bouts with five TKOs, al¬ 
though he’s never boxed outside of the 
West Midlands in the paid ranks. 

Buglioni, 28, has 19 wins with 15 stop¬ 
pages with two defeats and one draw, 
with one of those losses on points to 
Fedor Chudinov for the WBA world title 
at super middle. 

He’s also been beaten and halted in 
six by Siarhei Khamitski for the WBO 
European crown and drawn with Lee 
Markham for the same honours. 

The Londoner is plotting the road past 
his voluntary defence and is even talk¬ 
ing about a rematch with Hosea Burton, 
who he stopped in the 12th round for the 
British title. 

Summers’ fans think looking past 
his immediate test is disrespectful, but 
the challenger is of the opinion it’s only 
mind games. 

He said: “They don’t call him ‘the 
Wise Guy’ for nothing, he’s a smart kid. 
He probably wants to think that he’s 
underestimated me. I’ve seen on social 
media that he is training hard and I’m 
expecting the best Frank Buglioni on the 
night. That’s what I want. 

“It’s days away now and I’m excited, 
I couldn’t ask for a bigger stage and to 
be in the main event, live on Sky Sports, 
will be a dream come true.” 

Hopes not gone 
for a Burton as 
Heathens search 

CRADLEY boss Will Pottinger says they 
are “putting all their efforts” into find¬ 
ing a replacement for injury victim Ryan 
Burton. 

Burton broke his collarbone in five 
places after a crash whilst guesting for 
SGB Championship side Scunthorpe on 
Sunday. 

He is now set for a lengthy spell on the 
sidelines but Pottinger insists they won’t 
let his injury hold them back ahead of 
a crucial run of Travel Plus National 
League fixtures. 

With a trip to Stoke on Sunday (6pm) 
followed by a home clash with Buxton 
the following day (7.30) and a local derby 
with Birmingham 48 hours later, he is 
determined to resolve the issue sooner 
rather than later. 

The Heathens boss said: “It’s quite a 
complicated break from what I’m led to 
believe from Ryan, so it looks like he’ll 
be out for quite a few weeks. 

“We don’t want to let it derail the 
clubs’ play-off push, so we’re aiming to 
get a good replacement in until Ryan is 
fit enough to get into the team.” 


Grow The Game grant boosts Town 


DUDLEY TOWN are looking to continue their 
rapid growth as a club after being awarded a 
£4,500 grant which attracted praise from Eng¬ 
land boss Gareth Southgate. 

The ‘Grow the Game’ grant - a £2.5m pro¬ 
gramme funded by the FA and the Football 
Foundation - will go towards creating more op¬ 
portunities for youngsters, developing coaches 
and new equipment. 

Former Villa defender Southgate, who is a 
Football Foundation ambassador, said: “I am so 
pleased that Dudley Town Football Club has se¬ 
cured this Grow the Game grant. 

“The club has worked very hard with Birming- 


Football 


ham County FA and the Football Foundation to 
get more local people playing football so that they 
can enjoy the many physical and mental benefits 
that come with playing regular sport.” 

The Robins have put in plenty of work to de¬ 
velop their youth section and, in just a couple 
of years, they have gone from having five junior 
sides to 15 for the upcoming season. 

And with the grant, club secretary Dave Ferrier 
is hoping to provide opportunities to young play¬ 
ers through a ‘mini kickers’ scheme, and also to 


girls and disabled youngsters. 

“At the moment, this season coming up, it is 
15 youth teams that we have - and that is a huge 
stride forward for us,” said Ferrier. 

“We made a conscious decision to grow our 
youth section over the last 12 to 18 months. We 
got a head of youth development in Scott Holden 
and he’s really helped get our name out there. 

“We have grown from four or five teams to 15 
in a short space of time, and the grant will help 
us move further forward. We would like to look at 
developing mini kickers, on the girls side and for 
disabled kids. We want to diversify and cater to 
all children of all abilities - that’s our aim.” 


HALESOWEN'S 
MOVING UP 


Get kick from Keegan night 



Mayor Dave Tyler and organiser Steve Saul with a signed Kevin Keegan shirt 


HALESOWEN’S season has 
now gained momentum and 
captain Richard Brooker is de¬ 
lighted with the work that the 
players have put in, after a de¬ 
cidedly shaky start. 

Brooker said: “Although we have had 
to make some adjustments to the line 
up over recent weeks the players have 
really settled in to a style of play and 
format that we are comfortable with. 

“This week we won with everyone taking con¬ 
trol of the game and it was good to see the bats¬ 
men in particular drive home the run-scoring 
opportunities in chasing down Old Elizabethans 
181-8’. 

The win moves Halesowen to fifth in the table 
with just a 36 point gap to the promotion places 
- 20 points for a win on average - as other teams 
appear to be faltering. 

Old Elizabethans were indebted to 57 from 
Richard Gardiner, who were only able to reach 
181-8 as Halesowen strolled to a six wicket win 
with 77 from Unicorns’ opening batsman Ed Kil- 
bee. 

Best 

Atiq ur-Rehman took three for 58 for Old Eliz¬ 
abethans but the best return came from Hale¬ 
sowen’s Adam Hawker with four for 35. 

In the second team game, Walmley racked up 
288-8 declared in 48 overs in a ragged bowling 
performance. Left arm spinner Tony Bullock 
claimed 4-58 in nine nine overs as Gower (102) 
and Bromley (74) put the Halesowen bowlers to 
the sword. 

In reply, only Richard Cox (53) and Shaz Gill 
(38) responded with any application as the team 
were bowled out for 174 with Schmid (6-47) being 
the architect of the defeat. 

The team now he rock bottom of the Premier 
Division 2nd XIs. 

The 3rd XI notched 230 all out against Claver- 
ley with stand-in Captain Luke Miley (72) and 
Hassan Akram (45) being main run scorers. But 
Claverley passed the total off the final ball with 
two wickets in hand with Alex Jordan (2-36) and 
Luke Miley (2-44) leading the way with the ball. 


FOOTBALL legend Kevin Keegan will appear 
in an Evening With ... in Brierley Hill later 
this year. 

The night with the 66-year-old former Eng¬ 
land player and manager takes place at The 
Copthorne Hotel on October 19. He will talk 
about his long and eventful career in the game. 

Tickets cost £60 and include a three-course 
meal and feature a charity raffle and auction 
with proceeds being split between the Mayor 
of Dudley’s chosen charities - Dudley Mind, 
YMCA Black Country Group and Dudley 
Alzheimer’s Society. 

Keegan enjoyed a successful playing career 
with the likes of Liverpool, Hamburg and New¬ 


castle before going into management. He came 
within a whisker of leading Newcastle to the 
Premier League title in the mid-90s before 
landing the England job in 1999. However, he 
lasted only 18 months and quit after a defeat 
against Germany at Wembley. 

Mayor of Dudley Councillor Dave Tyler said: 
“As a lifelong Liverpool fan, Kevin Keegan is 
one of my all-time footballing heroes. 

“He is one of the most colourful characters 
in the game and will have plenty to talk about 
from his time both as a player and a manager.” 

It will be an honour to meet him and it prom¬ 
ises to be a great night.” 

Tickets are available on 01902 244220. 


Glassboys 
snap up new 
midfielder 

STOURBRIDGE FC have snapped 
up accomplished 24-year old midfield¬ 
er Connor Gater from Worcester City 
ahead of their return for pre-season 
training this Saturday. 

Gater had attracted interest from 
other clubs over the summer, but the 
Glassboys have landed his services after 
he impressed in a three-month loan 
stint at the War Memorial Ground last 
season, despite suffering from a trouble¬ 
some toe injury at the time. 

He has since undergone surgery and 
has been undertaking rehab. 

The former England schoolboys under 
18 international linked up with Stour¬ 
bridge towards the end of October 2016 
and he started in the draw away at 
Whitehawk in the F A Cup first round 
before making a telling contribution as 
a substitute against Northampton Town 
in December and he also featured late on 
as a sub at Wycombe Wanderers. 

Stourbridge have been advised by 
West Bromwich Albion that the sched¬ 
uled opening friendly match away to 
the Baggies under 23 team on Saturday, 
July 8 will not be open to spectators at 
their training ground. 

This means that supporters’ first op¬ 
portunity to run their eyes over Gary 
Hackett’s new-look squad will be on 
Tuesday, July 18, when the club will 
welcome Birmingham City’s Under 23s 
to the War Memorial Ground. 

The Stourbridge FC Development 
Centre is launching a new mini-Glass- 
boys group for five-year-olds. They are 
looking for the next generation of future 
Stourbridge players to start their foot¬ 
balling journey with the club. 

The children will train and play friend¬ 
lies, all within a fun learning environ¬ 
ment. Parents/guardians should e-mail 
headofdevelopment @ st ourbridgefc .com 
to register interest. 

Black Country trio 
in German triathlon 

THIS weekend Dusseldorf hosted the 
European Sprint Distance Triathlon 
Championships where three Black 
Country Triathletes were competing 
having previously qualified in their age 
group. 

The race involved a 750m swim in 
the Medien Hafen, followed by a one lap 
cycle of 20.7km then a 5km run. 

Reece Ashheld finished in 1:12:46, the 
fifth Brit home and ninth in the 16-19 
age group. Keith Bate in at 1:19:22, 
was first Brit and 13th in the 60-64 age 
group and Lauren Evans finished in 
1:21:18, sixth Brit and 17th in the 20-24 
age group. 
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PACO’S AT 

THE WINDSOR THEAT&E 

BAG i T A D A S 


The Windsor Theatre Bar & Tapas 

Tel: 0121 420 1818 

377 Bearwood Road, 
Smethwick, B66 4DL 



THE BIRMINGHAM, SOUHULL & SANDWELL TERNATIONAL JAZZ FESTIVAL 


STARTS FRIDAY 14TH JULY 


See us on 
Twitter 
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